
“A Model for Prayer” (part 4)!
Matthew 6:11!

The words found in this passage have been called the Lord’s Prayer throughout church history 
because they are a pattern for prayer that Jesus gave to His disciples.  It is a model for us to 
use as we enter the classroom of prayer as Christ’s followers.  Here in these verses, Jesus 
takes some of the most remarkable and transformational truths about prayer and teaches them 
in such a way that even a child can understand.  If we could grasp these truths that Jesus 
captures in just a few words, it would radically change our lives and the way we enjoy fellowship 
with God.!

It is within these verses in the Sermon on the Mount that we find several principles of prayer that 
will assist us in our understanding of what true prayer is and how we should structure our prayer 
lives.!

The first principle is found in verse 9, which shows us that true prayer involves the PATERNITY 
of God.  God is the heavenly Father of believers.  This means that a relationship must be in 
place first before prayer will ever be effective.  Only those who know Jesus Christ as Savior 
have God as their Father.!

Understanding this as believers will transform the way we pray.  God is not some distant deity—
he is a concerned Father.!

From a father, a child can expect a reply because he is interested in what he or she has to say.  
The point that Jesus makes here in this passage is that God, being a loving Father, can be 
expected to hear and respond to our pleas. !

The second principle for prayer is also found in verse 9.  Prayer involves PRAISE and worship.  
It is a means through which we express loving adoration of God and experience close fellowship 
with Him.  We are to “hallow” His name, which simply means we set it apart as holy and 
precious in our hearts.  When we pray, “Hallowed be Your name,” we sanctify or set apart God’s 
name as out of the ordinary, sacred, worthy of high honor and adoration.  This is a matter of 
primary importance when we come to God in prayer as it shows us that Christ’s disciples are 
consumed with the glory of His name.!



Psalm 115:1 - “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to Your name give glory, for the sake of 
your steadfast love and Your faithfulness!”!

Fellowship with God is more important than anything we attempt to do for God.  In fact, our 
attempts to do things for God will fail miserably when we have not been with Him in secret.!

There is a third principle for prayer that Jesus teaches His disciples.  Not only is prayer a matter 
of relationship and a matter of worship, but notice He says in verse 10 it is a matter of 
citizenship.  Prayer involves PRIORITIES that are kingdom-focused.  Jesus instructs us to pray 
for the coming of God’s kingdom and the doing of God’s will. !

All of this brings us to verse 11 where Jesus instructs us in the area of trusting God to meet our 
needs.  The glory of God’s name, the coming of God’s kingdom, and the doing of God’s will 
precede our concerns.   If we are faithful to place God’s concerns first, then we are better 
prepared to talk to Him about our own needs. !

Matthew 6:33 - “Seek first the kingdom of God.”!

We should test our prayer requests by God’s priorities.  We should ask ourselves if God gave us 
what we asked for, would it glorify His name, advance His kingdom, and accomplish His will?  It 
not, then perhaps we should not ask for it.!

In verse 11, Jesus gives us another principle for prayer:!

4.  Prayer involves PROVISION of our needs!

Someone has said that humanity is one big huddle of need.  We need air to breathe, food to 
eat, water to drink, shelter to cover, and clothes to wear.  We are truly a needy race of people.!

Our Father has promised to meet our need.!

David Jeremiah - “It has been said that this magnificent prayer starts and ends on the highest 
of mountain peaks.  It begins with our Father in heaven glorified and finishes with His kingdom 
and glory.  In between, however, we take a journey into the valley where all of us live…into the 
lowland of human need.” !

We begin the Lord’s Prayer with God, and we end it with God, yet in between these two majestic 
summits are the everyday concerns that we all deal with—our needs.!



But how true it is that we often worry about our circumstances rather than simply trusting God to 
provide for us.  The root of all worry is subtle unbelief.  We worry over our perceived needs and 
over our circumstances because deep down we distrust our heavenly Father.!

Prayer is the antidote of worry, and worry is the opposite of prayer.!

Here in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches us to ask our Father to meet our needs.  Such 
asking is a demonstration of our faith and confidence in God.!

There are three things that this petition does for our prayer lives as Christ’s disciples:!

It ENCOURAGES us to depend upon our Father!

“Give us this day our daily bread.”!

This is a matter of requesting and relying upon God for what we need.  We ask, not because 
God us reluctant to give, but because asking is the way God has determined to build our faith.!

Matthew 7:7 - “Ask, and it will be given to you.”!

John 16:24 - “Ask, and you shall receive.”!

James 4:2 - “You do not have, because you do not ask.”!

The word “ask” means to make request.!

Charles Spurgeon - “Whether we like it or not, asking is the rule of the kingdom.  It is a rule 
that will never be altered in anybody’s case.” !

God would spare Lot and his family from the destruction of Sodom, but Abraham had to 
intercede.  God would bring his people into the land of promise, but Moses had to intercede.  
God would anoint David as king of Israel, but Samuel had to ask.  God would send rain to the 
parched land of Israel, but Elijah had to ask.  !

Even the Son of God Himself was subject to the rule of asking.!

Psalm 2:8 - “Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance.”!

In its most basic sense, prayer is asking God.  Here in verse 11, Jesus teaches us to ask our 
heavenly Father for “daily bread.”!



During the days of the New Testament era, bread was crucial to the preservation of society.  It 
was the basic necessity of life, and households were careful to always keep a fresh loaf on 
hand.  Today, we can always run down to local grocery store and pick up a loaf of bread, but in 
Jesus’ day it wasn’t so easy and convenient.!

When Jesus teaches us to pray for daily bread, the bread is used metaphorically to represent all 
that we need to sustain life.  Bread is symbolic of all our physical needs.!

Martin Luther - “Everything necessary for the preservation of this life is bread, including food, a 
healthy body, good weather, house, home, wife, children, good government, and peace.” !

When you think about it, a crust of bread is nothing short of a miracle.  It requires the 
cooperation of the entire universe just for us to have a piece.  God placed our planet in just the 
right orbit around the sun, tilted it ever so carefully, and gave it just the right atmosphere, soil, 
and amount of light to sustain human life.  A loaf of bread begins with a kernel of grain that is 
planted in soil that is cultivated at just the right time.  God sees to it that this tiny kernel gets the 
necessary nutrients it needs form the soil, sending the right amount of rain and sunlight so that it 
can take root and grow.  It then requires the combination of God’s blessing and the hard work of 
a farmer who harvests the wheat, a miller who grinds the wheat, and a baker who bakes the 
wheat to give us a loaf of bread.!

What we will hold in our hand at lunchtime today, a piece of bread, is nothing short of a divine 
miracle, a token gift of the grace of God, and yet we so often take this miracle for granted. !

Jesus instructs us to ask for bread, not because God doesn’t want to give it, but because asking 
is the means of recognizing where the git comes from.  When we ask God for daily bread, we 
are demonstrating our trust and confidence in Him to provide for us as His children what we 
need.  He is the Provider of His people.!

Genesis 22:14 - “So Abraham called the name of that place, Jehovah Jireh (The Lord Will 
Provide).”!

All throughout Scripture we see God living up to that name!!

It is important to emphasize that the “bread” referenced here speaks of physical necessities, not 
personal luxuries.  There is a difference in what I need and what I want.  !



God has promised to meet my need, not provide for my greed.!

It ENLARGES our duty to pray for others!

“Give us this day our daily bread.”!

Jesus teaches what to ask for, but He also teaches us who to ask with.  Notice the use of the 
plural pronouns in the verse—us, our.  We are to pray, “Give us our daily bread,” rather than, 
“Give me my daily bread.”  We are to pray in concerted effort with our brothers and sisters in the 
faith.  !

This is a reminder that we are to live our lives for the same purpose that Jesus lived His.!

Mark 10:45 - “For the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
a ransom for many.” !

This is an others-centered attitude vs. a self-centered attitude.  If we were to pray like we live, I 
wonder how selfish our prayers would be.  Have you heard the New Lord’s Prayer?  !

Our audience which art on earth, hallowed (or at least greatly esteemed) be our name.  Our 
destiny come, our will be done in heaven as it is on earth.  Give us today our daily indulgences, 
and help us to love and forgive ourselves as we love and forgive others.  Lead us not into 
difficulty, suffering, or unhappiness, but deliver us from unmet needs.  For ours is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, at least here and now, which is what counts anyway.!

Even through the way we approach God with our needs and personal concerns, we are to 
demonstrate a selfless attitude.  We are to keep the needs of others in mind and intercede for 
one another.!

Paul instructed Timothy to lead out in prayer on behalf of others:!

1 Timothy 2:1-4 - “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we 
may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  This is good, and it 
is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”!



“Supplications” - Greek word is from a root that means to lack, to be deprived, to be without; 
prayer that occurs because of a need !

“Intercessions” - Greek word comes from a root that means to fall in with someone; to draw 
near so as to speak intimately !

Remembering our own needs in prayer is relatively easy.  It is perhaps what we are most 
consumed with.  However, it requires maturity and a selfless attitude to keep the needs of others 
above our own.!

We can keep our prayers from becoming selfish by praying verses 9 and 10 before we jump to 
verse 11.  Only once we have surrendered to the will of the Father can we truly esteem others 
better than ourselves and keep their needs ahead of our own.!

This is the mind of Christ. !

Philippians 2:3-4 - “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others.”!

Consider the life of Jesus, always serving, always keeping the needs of others ahead of 
Himself.  Picture Him in the garden, though about to be arrested, stopping and healing the ear 
of Malchus.!

See Him on the cross, though bleeding and dying and bearing the sins of the world, stops to 
commit the care of His mother to John.  And before He breathes His final breaths, He stops to 
care for the soul of a dying thief beside Him.!

This is the mind of Christ and the attitude that remembers others before self.  Jesus says that 
true prayer is selfless.!

It EMPHASIZES the discipline of daily living!

“Give us this day our daily bread.”!

According to what Jesus says, we are to pray with God’s timing in mind and not our own.  He 
operates on His schedule, not mine or yours.  !



This request trusts God with what we need, and it also trusts Him for when we need it.  Jesus 
teaches us to depend upon our Father on a daily basis.  I trust in Him to meet my need today.  
This means that discipleship involves living one day at a time. !

D.L. Moody - “A man can no more take in a supply of grace for the future than he can eat 
enough for the next six months, or take sufficient air into his lungs at one time to sustain life for 
a week.  We must draw upon God’s boundless store of grace form day to day as we need it.” !

Every second of every minute of every day, God is sustaining us by His grace.  Faith that truly 
trusts God demonstrates a daily dependence upon Him.  This is hard for us to do because we 
often dwell on the sins of the past or worry about the circumstances of the future.  Regret looks 
to the past, worry looks to the future, but faith trusts God today.  Trusting God means that there 
are some things that you need to put in your rear view mirror, while at the same time, not 
worrying about what might be around the next curve. !

Philippians 3:13-14 - “One thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”!

Paul lived with a daily dependence and a daily obedience.!

When we accept God’s provision for today without worrying about our concerns for tomorrow, it 
is a testimony of our contentment in Christ.!

Hebrews 13:5-6 - “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have.  For He Himself has said, I will never leave you nor forsake you.  So 
we may bold say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”!

“Conduct” - pattern of life !

1 Timothy 6:6-8 - “But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing 
into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.  But if we have food and 
clothing, with these we will be content.”!

Lack of contentment plunges many into ruin!!

The principle of living one day at a time and trusting God to provide our needs is perhaps best 
illustrated in the way that God provided for Israel during their years in the wilderness.!



God met their need by literally giving them daily bread.  The bread became known to them as 
‘manna,’ which means, ‘what is it?’!

Exodus 16:14 - “Then the Lord said to Moses, Behold, I am about to rain bread down 
from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, 
that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not.”!

God instructed His people to only gather what they needed for that day.  If they got greedy and 
tried to gather more than a day’s share, the manna that they gathered rotted and wasted away.  
Special provision was made for the day before the Sabbath as they were told to collect enough 
manna for two days.!

God saw to it that nobody had too much, and nobody had too little, and nothing was wasted.  
The gift of manna was intended to teach God’s people that He was their faithful Provider.!

In spite of His grace, they still went astray in their hearts.!

Psalm 78:22-25 - “They did not believe in God and did not trust His saving power.  Yet He 
commanded the skies above and opened the doors of heaven, and He rained down on 
them mann to eat and gave them the grain of heaven.  Man ate the bread of the angels; 
He sent them food in abundance.”!

Jesus later said that the manna was a picture of Him.  He is the Bread of life and the true Bread 
that comes down from heaven.  Jesus Christ is the portion of His people.!

You will not face anything today that beyond the realm of God’s grace and the reach of God’s 
Son.  He who saves also satisfies!!

Now What?!

• We are to pray confidently while trusting God to meet our needs!

• We are to pray selflessly with the needs of others in mind!

• We are to pray daily as we depend upon our heavenly Father


