
“Knowing the God We Worship”!
Exodus 20:1-17!

The book, “The Vow,” tells the story of a couple named Kim and Krickitt Carpenter, who 
met and fell in love in 1992, bonded over their Christian faith, and were married a very 
short time later.  Just 10 weeks into their marriage, the couple survived a terrible car 
accident that left Krickitt in a coma with severe head trauma.  Doctors realized that her 
situation was grave as her brain was swelling and her blood pressure was dangerously 
low.  Over the next few days, Krickitt began improving and slowly came out of her coma.  
But upon waking, she experienced acute amnesia and had essentially forgotten the last 
18 months of her life.  One day, Krickitt was working with a therapist who was probing 
her for what she remembered.  When asked who her husband was, Krickitt said, “I’m 
not married.”  Her husband Kim was devastated.!

Over the next few days, Kim prayed and wondered how he would adapt to this new life.  
The frontal lobe of his wife’s brain had been damaged – the part that controls 
personality, emotions and decision-making.  “The encouraging part of Krickitt’s recovery 
was that somehow her faith in God had remained intact,” says Kim.  Kim however 
couldn’t seem to build more than a casual friendship with Krickitt no matter what he did 
or how hard he tried.  He realized that they could still have a life but it would not be the 
life that he had been looking forward to.  “As hard as it was, I knew God must have 
preserved her like this for some great purpose He could see that I couldn’t,” says Kim. !

On January 13, 1994, almost seven weeks after the accident, Krickitt moved into her 
parents’ house in Phoenix.  Though they showed her all the wedding videos and photos, 
she still had no connection to Kim or any interest in creating one.  “Regardless of how 
my wife felt about me, I still loved her,” says Kim.  He made weekly trips from Las Vegas 
to Phoenix to be with her.  Soon doctors thought a visit to their apartment in Las Vegas 
might jog her memory, but when she visited, Krickitt was a stranger in her own home. !

Then in April 1994 she finally went home for good.  Kim says it was like living with 2 
women in one body.  Sometimes Krickitt would work at restoring their marriage, but 
then, due to the head injury, she would have erratic mood swings.  “There were 



moments I would get glimpses of the woman I had married that returned for a split 
second,” says Kim.  Krickitt says she knew there was something special about Kim 
because he went out of his way to be with her and help her. !

“I had stood before God and a church full of people and promised to provide for and 
protect my wife through times of challenge and need,” says Kim.  “I meant those vows 
then and would honor them now.  I just didn’t know how.”  So Kim started dating Krickitt 
all over again.  In 1996, they had a rededication wedding ceremony.  “We never again 
tried to jog Krickitt’s memory,” says Kim.  “From that moment on, we gave it up to God.”  
They spent much of 1996 on the talk show circuit and their story was featured in 
numerous newspapers and magazines.  Their book was published in 2000, and in 2012, 
their story was the inspiration behind the movie, The Vow.!

Imagine being married to someone who you don’t know, or who doesn’t know you, or 
who has no interest in knowing you.  The very nature of the marriage relationship 
demands that husbands and wives know each other in a deep and intimate way.  This 
same principle applies to our relationship with God.!

As the bride of Christ, how well do we know Him?  Knowing Him deeply ought to be the 
utmost desire of our hearts.!

J.I. Packer - “Ignorance of God—ignorance both of His ways and of the practice of 
communion with Him—lies at the root of much of the church’s weakness today.”!

Knowing God and knowing about God is vitally important for worship and for the living of 
our lives.  We are only kidding ourselves if we try to live in the world without about the 
God whose world it is and who runs it.!

J. I. Packer - “The world becomes a strange, mad, painful place, and life in it a 
disappointing and unpleasant business, for those who do not know about God.  
Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through 
life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of what 
surrounds you.  This way you can waste your life and lose your soul.”  !



There is no way that we can truly worship the God we do not know.  And there is no way 
that we can know a holy and transcendent God unless He makes Himself known to us.  !

God has revealed His nature and character in His Word.!

These chapters in the book of Exodus show us how God led His people out of Egypt to 
the base of Mount Sinai where He revealed Himself to them in a powerful way.  He 
wanted His people to love Him, and for that to happen, they had to know Him—His 
nature, His character, and His will. !

In other words, all that God wants us to know about Him He has revealed to us in His 
Word.  John even tells us that God went through great lengths as wrapping Himself in 
human flesh and coming to us in the person of His Son.  The better we know the Word 
of God, the better we know the God of the Word.  The better we know God, the better 
we worship Him.!

Proverbs 1:7 - “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”!

That’s exactly what we see here in these chapters in the book of Exodus.  God leads 
His people to Sinai where He reveals to them who He is.  Chapter 19 could well be 
described as the fear of the Lord, and chapter 20 could be described as the beginning 
of wisdom.  !

God gives His people these commandments as an expression of His will and a 
testament to His character.  If Israel was to worship Him as His covenant people, they 
needed to know Him personally as well as what He expected from their lives.  !

In His law, God gives us a glimpse of what He is like, what He expects from us, and 
shows us how we as sinful people come up woefully short.!

1.  The IMMEDIATE context of the commandments!

“And God spoke all these words, saying, I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”!



We are often quick to jump to the first commandment found in verse three while 
neglecting these first two verses which are essential for understanding the context of 
God’s law.  God wanted His people to know that their obedience to Him was to be the 
result of their redemption.!

God’s authority!

These are not the words of Moses, nor are they the words of some other individual.  
Verse 1 says that God spoke all these words.  God gave His people the words that they 
needed to hear and revealed to them the truths about Himself that they needed to know.  
This was a frightening experience for the people as they heard the voice of God for 
themselves.!

Exodus 20:18-19 - “The people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 
and said to Moses, You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak 
to us, lest we die.”!

Perhaps they trembled because they were faced with their own sin.  Or, maybe it was 
simply the fearful atmosphere of it all.  It illustrates the importance of God’s 
communication to us.!

God has taken the initiative in communicating with us what He wants us to know about 
Himself.  He no longer speaks in an audible way, but now speaks to us through His 
Word.  Worship and the authoritative Word of God always go hand in hand.!

God’s identity!

God says to them, “I am the Lord your God.”  This phrase is repeated no less than five 
times in this chapter alone to remind the people of the identity and authority behind the 
commandments.!

God is essentially saying to His people, “I am the Lord your God, and this is what I am 
like.”!



James Hamilton - “[The Lord] is the most significant thing about the Ten 
Commandments.  When He gives voice to the inauguration of this covenant, the first 
thing He does is announce His own identity.” !

No gods before Him.  No graven images of Him.  No misuse of His name.  No work on 
the day that He set apart.  The centrality of God’s character is apparent in these first 
four commands, but seems somewhat less apparent in the six that follow.  Yet His 
character is seen in them as well.  Fathers and mothers are to be honored by their 
children because God is a Father to His people.  No murder because God is the author 
of life and man has been created in His image.  No adultery because husbands and 
wives are to be joined together in one flesh.  No stealing because God owns the cattle 
of the thousand hills.  No false witness because God doesn’t lie.  No coveting because 
God alone satisfies, and at His right hand there are pleasures forevermore.!

The identity of the God we worship is seen in each of the ten commandments.  Moral 
action is always inseparably bound up with the worship of God.  Israel’s obedience 
would reveal their love for the God who revealed Himself to them in His law. !

God’s activity!

The Lord wanted His people to know that their redemption from bondage was only 
because of His activity in their lives.  He says, “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, and out of the house of slavery.”!

The context of the Ten Commandments is God’s gracious activity on behalf of His 
people.  God brought them out of bondage so He could bring them into blessing.!

This is the very heart of the gospel.  We are freed by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ, given new life in Christ, and are now called to be faithful disciples of Christ who 
obey Him.!

God did not take His people out of Egypt because they kept the Ten Commandments; 
they were to keep the Ten Commandments because God had taken them out of Egypt.  



This is grace.  Thus, the Ten Commandments are rooted in the activity of God on behalf 
of His own.!

The law was never given as a way to earn salvation.  Salvation is not a reward for good 
works, but rather it is a gift through faith in Jesus Christ.  The law reveals God’s 
righteousness, demands God’s righteousness, but it can’t provide righteousness.  Only 
Christ can do that!!

2.  The IMPORTANT structure of the commandments!

The immediate context of the commandments is important for our understanding, as 
well is their structure.  We must consider how these ten commandments are ordered.  !

The first four commands pertain to our relationship with God, while the last six 
commands deal with our relationships with other people.  The commandments are both 
vertical as well as horizontal.  There are Godward responsibilities as well as mansard 
responsibilities. !

This is what Jesus means when He summarized the Law of God as being all about 
loving God and loving others.!

Matthew 22:37-39 - “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  
And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”!

This doesn't mean that Jesus was doing away with all the rest of the Law and reducing 
it to two commandments.  Instead, Jesus is simply summarizing the intention behind the 
whole Law.  The Law is about worship—loving God with all that you are and all that you 
have, and demonstrating it by loving those around you.!

1-4 Godward commandments:!

God is One—He is to be worshiped EXCLUSIVELY!

God is Revealed—He is to be worshiped OBJECTIVELY!



God is Holy—He is to be worshiped REVERENTLY!

God is Preeminent—He is to be worshiped CORPORATELY !

5-10 Manward commandments:!

God is Father—We are to honor our parents!

God is Life Giver—We are to value human life!

God is Faithful—We are to reflect His faithfulness in marriage!

God is Provider—We are to trust Him for our needs!

God is Truth—We are to be honest and truthful !

God is Sufficient—We are to be content!

When seen in this light, the Ten Commandments address three dimensions of our 
worship life:!

• Upward—reflected in a personal relationship with the one true God!

• Outward—reflected in how we behave toward other people!

• Inward—reflected in our thoughts, desires, and hidden motives of the heart!

These Ten Commandments show us how true worship touches every area of life as we 
live in obedient submission to God.!

3.  The INTENDED purpose of the commandments!

We have already seen how the law reveals God’s righteousness and demands God’s 
righteousness, but it cannot provide us with righteousness.  Does the law of God serve 
any benefit in our lives today?  If so, what advantage does it give us?!

What is the purpose of the law?  The law shows us the holiness of God and the 
sinfulness of ourselves.  It is God’s way of showing us our sin and stripping us of our 
self-righteousness so we cry out to God for mercy and grace.!



The law presents us with God’s REQUIREMENTS!

Psalm 19:7-11 - “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether.  More to be desired are they then gold, even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover, by them 
your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”!

God’s law serves great benefit in our lives.  The psalmist says that God’s law:!

• revives the soul!

• makes wise the simple!

• rejoices the heart!

• enlightens the eyes!

• endures forever!

We are to desire God’s law more than gold and trinkets and treasures.  God has given 
His law, not as a means of being a cosmic killjoy, but because He knows what is best!!

The law points us to God’s RIGHTEOUSNESS!

It shows us how bankrupt we are in ourselves and drives us to God’s mercy.  The law is 
my tutor that brings me to Christ.!

Galatians 3:24 - “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith.”!

“Schoolmaster” - word is ‘paidagogos’ in Greek; refers to a guardian, leader, or guide!

The pedagogus in Roman culture was the household servant who was responsible for 
taking the children in a Roman home to school.  Paul draws on this analogy and uses it 
to describe the function of the law of God in our lives.!



Martin Luther - “As long as a person is not a murderer, adulterer, thief, he would swear 
that he is righteous.  How is God going to humble such a person except by the Law?  
The Law is the hammer of death, the thunder of hell and the thunder of God’s wrath to 
bring down the proud and shameless hypocrites.  When the Law was instituted on 
Mount Sinai it was accompanied by lightning, by storms, by the sound of trumpets, to 
tear to pieces that monster called self-righteousness.  As long as a person thinks he is 
right he is going to be incomprehensibly proud and presumptuous.  He is going to hate 
God, despise His grace and mercy, and ignore the promises in Christ.  The gospel of 
the free forgiveness of sins through Christ will never appeal to the self-righteous.  This 
monster of self-righteousness, this stiff necked beast, needs a big axe.  Accordingly the 
proper use and function of the Law is to threaten until the conscience is scared stiff.”!

The law of God confronts us with our sin and our desperate need for rescue.  It is here 
that we meet the holiness of God and see the sinfulness of ourselves and our need for 
God’s righteousness.  It is an axe in this way that chops our pride.!

The law is a window through which we see the radiant holiness of God.  The law is a 
mirror through which we see the sinfulness of ourselves.  It brings me to my knees and 
drives me to the cross of Christ where my sins were atoned for by the blood of my 
Passover Lamb.!

Martin Luther - “I fear that after our time the right handling of the Law will become a 
lost art.” !

The Law sends us to the gospel so that we might be justified through faith in Christ.  
The gospel sends us to the law again to enquire what is our duty in being justified. !

It was Ralph Erskine, the eighteenth century Scottish preacher, who said:!

When once the fiery Law of God!
Has chased me to the Gospel Road,!

Then back unto the holy law!
Most kindly grace will draw my soul.!



A rigid matter was the Law,!
demanding brick, denying straw;!

But when with the gospel tongue it sings,!
It bids me fly and gives me wings.!

In other words, the Law informs me of God’s requirements, the gospel transforms me 
through faith in Christ, and the Spirit conforms me to Christ’s image as I now obey 
God’s Law as loving worship that I render to Him.!

The beauty of the gospel is that now I am free to obey God’s Law, where once I was 
condemned by God’s Law.!

James 1:25 - “But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, 
and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in 
what he does.”!

We don’t begrudgingly obey God’s Law  because God will zap us from heaven if we 
don’t.  Instead, we lovingly obey His Law because He is our King who came to rescue 
us from our sinful condition, and we long to know Him more and more.  We love the 
God who has redeemed us, and we demonstrate this by obeying His law.!

In his book, My Heart’s Desire, David Jeremiah tells the story of a woman who lived in 
London on the top floor of a tenement building.  One day, the building she called home 
erupted in fire.  As the fire raged out of control, she was spotted in an open window, 
weeping and pleading for help.  Every door, every route of escape was cut off by the 
flames.  To the crowd that had gathered below in the street, it seemed that the young 
lady only had moments to live.  Suddenly, a ladder shot into the sky.  It came to rest 
against her window, and a courageous fireman took the young lady into his arms and 
carried her downward to safety.  Seconds later, the roof of the woman’s flat collapsed.  
The scene, of course, was a chaotic commotion.  Neighbors were laughing and crying, 
people rushed the exhausted young lady to a hospital, and in no time the fireman had 
seemingly vanished.  She’d never even had an opportunity to say thank you.  During the 
next few days, the young woman called the London Fire Department, talked to a few of 
the men, and discovered the name and the address of her lifesaver.  Over the phone, 



she finally and generously expressed her gratitude to the man that had saved her life.  
The two began to chat on a regular basis, and an ongoing friendship soon developed.  
Both were single.  Friendship grew into love, and love led to proposal and marriage.  In 
time to come, the young woman would tell her friends that she could never forget how 
her husband had saved her life.  Without him, she knew that she would have perished in 
flames.  Of course, rescue and romance are two separate worlds.  The fireman had 
become more than a lifesaver; he had become the object of adoration.!

Knowing the God we worship means that He is more than just our Rescuer—He now is 
the object of our adoration, and we show this by obeying His Law and walking in His 
precepts.!

Do you really know the God that you claim to worship?


