
“Perspectives, Pursuits, and Right Priorities”!
Matthew 6:22-24!

There is a fictional story that comes from Greek mythology about a young man named 
Narcissus.  As the story goes, Narcissus was a handsome young man whom everyone lauded 
over his personal appearance, and he was proud of it.  One day Narcissus saw his reflection in 
a stream, and he was mesmerized with the reflected image of himself.  What he saw staring 
back at him from the water was so intriguing to him that he couldn’t pull himself away.  He 
continued to gaze into the stream day and night, so obsessed with his own appearance, that he 
eventually drowned.!

“Narcissism” - excessive interest in one’s appearance; vanity; extreme selfishness and self-
centeredness arising from a failure to distinguish self from external objects !

A narcissistic person is by nature a person who is selfish.  Materialism and external appearance 
dominates their thinking and rules their life.  The person who is narcissistic has a wrong view of 
self.  Or, as Jesus says in this passage, the narcissist has a ‘bad eye.’  !

Jesus’ words in these verses seem very strange at first glance.  What does He mean when He 
refers to the eye as the lamp of the body, determining whether or not we will be full of darkness 
or light?  Jesus is using a metaphor to illustrate the principle of spiritual vision and lordship.  A 
person’s heart condition determines their view of life.!

These verses deal with developing and maintaining a spiritual vision in life that is unclouded by 
covetousness and materialism.!

We live in a very materialistic society.  Billboards, advertisements, and product marketing all 
dominate the American landscape.  Clever marketing strategies always appeal to our desire for 
things, and those in the business try to convince your mind that you have a need for their 
product.  Whether it be a new car, a cell phone, or the latest and greatest Apple product, the 
consumer often can’t wait to get his hands on it because in his mind he thinks he can’t live 
without it.!

This is not just true of our world today—it has always been true of sinful humanity, and we see it 
illustrated in the pages of Scripture:!



• When the walls of Jericho fell, Achan took for himself what was to be set apart for God 
(Joshua 7:1-26)!

• For a handsome fee, Delilah sold Samson into the hands of the Philistines (Judges 16:4-8)!

• To become rich, Gehazi lied about Elisha’s desire to receive payment for curing Naaman (2 
Kings 5:20-27)!

• Solomon’s materialism turned his heart away from God!

• Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ own disciples, betrayed Him for a mere 30 pieces of silver!

The Bible calls this inordinate desire for wealth, pleasure, and material things ‘covetousness.’!

Colossians 3:5 - “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”!

Covetousness is an issue of the heart, and at its very core, is nothing more than idolatrous 
desire.  It is desiring something other than God in the wrong way.  Covetousness means that a 
person’s life is wrapped up in self and in material things.!

Unfortunately, the American church has become very materialistic in our day.  Jesus had 
something to say about the church that thought it had it all, but really had nothing at all.!

Revelation 3:17 - “For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not 
realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.”  !

Though they were rich materially, they were bankrupt spiritually.  The Laodiceans were blind to 
their true poverty.!

A materialistic world cannot be won to Christ by a materialistic church.!

Beginning with verse 19, Jesus addresses the subject of materialism and connects our view of 
money and possessions with our spiritual condition.  When you look at verse 19 through verse 
24 in context, you will see that Jesus mentions two different treasuries, two different 
perspectives, and two different masters.  Jesus shows us here in this passage how our 
perspective of life determines our pursuit in life, which truly reveals our priority in life.!

I want to point out three principles from the passage:!



1.  Our PERSPECTIVE in life impacts our choices!

“The eye is the lamp of the body…”!

When Jesus speaks of the eye, He is referring to our perspective.  The eye is pictured as the 
window through which light comes into the body.  Perhaps you’ve heard the phrase, “The eyes 
are windows into the soul.”!

William Barclay - “The idea behind this passage is one of childlike simplicity.  The eye is 
regarded as the window by which light gets into the whole body.  The color and state of a 
window decide what light gets into a room.  If the window is clear, clean, and undistorted, the 
light will come flooding into the room, and will illuminate every corner of it.  If the glass of the 
window is colored or frosted, distorted, dirty, or obscure, the light will be hindered, and the room 
will not be lit up.”!

If a window is clean and the glass is clear, the light that comes in will properly light up every part 
of the room.  If the window is covered in a film of dirt, or if it is tinted, the light will be hindered 
and the room will not receive the full benefit of the light.!

Kent Hughes - “He is saying that the light that comes into a man’s soul depends on the spiritual 
condition of the eye through which it has to pass because the eye is the window of the body.”!

The amount of light that comes into a room depends on the condition of the window through 
which it comes.  !

Jesus is using the eye as a metaphor to refer to our heart perspective.  The condition of our 
heart determines how we define life and view the world around us, and it always influences the 
choices that we make in life.  That is why nothing is more pressing in your life than the state of 
your heart before God.!

Everybody has a worldview.  Your worldview is your fundamental perspective on the world that 
shapes the way you live your life.  Your worldview is the combination of your heart condition, 
your beliefs, and your fundamental convictions in life.!

C.S. Lewis - “What you see and hear depends a good deal on where you are standing; it also 
depends on what sort of person you are.” !

Proverbs 23:7 - “As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.”!



The way we view the world around us and all that is in it is matter of our heart condition and our 
spiritual perspective.  This is what Jesus is saying in these verses when He refers to the eye as 
the lamp of the body.!

The point being made is that the condition of your heart will determine your life choices.  In 
order to have the right perspective toward self and the temporal things of this world, we need to 
have a new heart.!

Christ’s disciples see life through new eyes.  We view the world and the things within it through 
the lens of God’s Word, as opposed to popular opinion.!

Discipleship influences every area of our life.  There are no corners in my life, no hidden 
chambers, that are off limits to Christ.!

There is cause for great concern over the lack of a biblical worldview in the church today.  The 
lack of a true biblical perspective is apparent in the lifestyles and decision-making of those who 
sit in our pews from week to week.  Rather than making Spirit-led, biblically informed decisions, 
these individuals act on impulse or follow the culture.!

Consider how the average believer responds to money and wealth.!

George Barna - “Intellectually, we believe that the primary reason God has blessed us is so we 
may enjoy life and achieve personal fulfillment.  Our research has found very few Christians 
who, without prompting, believe that we have been blessed in order to be a blessing to others.” !

Barna’s findings report that believers frequently give to their church, but compared to what they 
make, they don’t give very much.  He writes, “Three out of four born-again adults give money to 
their church in a typical month; almost nine out of ten contribute to their church during the 
year…Most amazing to us was the fact that only 8% of all Christians tithed during that year.  In 
fact, twice as many believers (16%) gave nothing to their church as gave 10% or more of their 
income.”!

Here's the question we should ask ourselves—Am I doing all that I can to give and sacrifice for 
the cause of Christ?  How’s my heart?!

Paul David Tripp - “Change that ignore the heart will seldom transform the life.  For a while, it 
may seem like the real thing, but it will prove temporary and cosmetic.”!



Your heart is ‘command central’ to your life.  Either the Spirit of God abides there, or you remain 
in spiritual death and darkness.  Your heart is the window that reveals the true you.!

Luke 6:45 - “The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and 
the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaks.”!

The tongue is the heart’s dipstick.!

Mark 7:20-23 - “What comes out of a person is what defiles him.  For from within, out of 
the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, 
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  All these evil things 
come from within, and they defile a person.”!

The words of our mouth and the deeds of our life flow from our heart.  Giving is a matter of the 
heart.  Honesty is a matter of the heart.  Purity is a matter of the heart.  For this reason, we must 
guard our heart with diligence.!

2.  Our PURSUIT in life determines our direction!

“The eye is the lamp of the body.  So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 
but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!”!

Jesus is showing us how the heart is the eye of the soul and the most important part of a 
person.  When your heart is clean, then you will be full of light.  When it is dirty, then you will be 
defiled in life.  A heart that has been transformed will be reflected through what a person lives 
for and pursues in life.!

“Healthy” - word means clear or single; speaks of a heart that has a single-minded devotion; 
closely related to generously or liberality  !

James 1:5 - “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”!

The idea here in the verse is that if our heart, spoken of here as the eye, is generous, then our 
whole life will be characterized by spiritual understanding.  However, if it is bad, then we will be 
characterized by spiritual darkness.!



If your heart is constantly weighed down by material concerns, you will become blind and 
insensitive to spiritual concerns.  This is in perfect agreement with the context of the passage.!

Randy Alcorn - “When Jesus speaks of the eyes, He refers to perspective.  What He calls the 
‘bad eye’ was in Jewish culture the ‘evil eye’ that envies others, covets what is theirs, and 
wishes harm to them.  The Christian’s perspective on wealth, seen through the ‘good eye,’ looks 
at wealth with an eternal perspective.” !

Proverbs 28:22 - “He who hastens to be rich has an evil eye, and considers not that 
poverty shall come upon him.”!

Once again, Jesus shows us how our response to money, wealth, and material things is an 
accurate barometer of our spiritual condition.  Rather than living for the next big thing, Christ’s 
disciples are known for their self-denial and sacrificial generosity.!

What we look at in life, what we desire most, is a reflection of our heart and it determines the 
direction of our life.  If money is what a person desires out of life, then he or she will live for 
money.  If fame is what a person desires out of life, then he or she will live for fame.  Your life 
flows from the headwaters of your heart’s desires.!

In a selfie saturated culture, we need to take a good long look at the condition of our heart.  
Such a preoccupation with ourselves and our portfolios may in fact be an indicator of a “bad 
eye,” evidence of a heart that needs to be transformed.!

If you want to know what direction your life is headed, take a simple inventory of your desires.  
Ask yourself the question:!

• What do I think about the most?!

• What do I love the most?!

• What do I sacrifice for the most?!

• What do I worry about the most?!

3.  Our PRIORITY in life reveals our master!

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and money.”!



Perspective in life determines pursuit in life, and pursuit in life reveals priority in life.!

Jesus says that our perspective on wealth is not only a matter of stewardship and discipleship, 
but it is also a matter of lordship.  A true disciple is surrendered to Christ, loves people, and 
uses money to advance Christ’s cause.  The person who has no understanding is surrendered 
to money, uses people, and loves money to advance his own cause.  !

Jesus says that my response to money is an issue of lordship.!

“Master” - word is ‘kurios’ and is also translated as lord; he to whom a person or thing belongs; 
one who has control of the person!

Money is a good servant, but it is a terrible master.  Biblical history is full of stories of men and 
women who were destroyed by an unhealthy preoccupation with wealth.!

Randy Alcorn’s 10 Fatal Dangers of Materialism:!

• Materialism hinders or destroys our spiritual lives!

• Materialism is a broken cistern that can’t hold water!

• Materialism blinds us to the curses of wealth!

• Materialism brings us unhappiness and anxiety!

• Materialism ends in futility!

• Materialism obscures many of life’s greatest blessings!

• Materialism spawns self-sufficiency!

• Materialism leads to pride and elitism !

• Materialism promotes injustice and exploitation!

• Materialism fosters immorality and the deterioration of the family!

Finances has been a leading cause in the dissolution of marriages.!



More and more people in our generation are under the crushing weight of debt that they have 
accumulated—student loans, car payments, mortgages.  The endless cycle of materialism has 
taken its toll on more than one family in the church.!

The solution is surrender to the right Master!!

At the end of the movie “Schindler’s List,” there is a heart wrenching scene in which Oskar 
Schindler—who bought from the Nazis the lives of many Jews—looks at his car and his gold pin 
and regrets that he didn't give more of his money and possessions to save more lives.  
Weeping, he says, “I threw away so much money, you have no idea.  I didn’t do enough!”!

I don’t want to utter those words when I stand before my Master.!

C.T. Studd - “Only one life, ’twill soon be past—only what’s done for Christ will last.” !

Five minutes after we die, we will know exactly how we should have lived.  Don’t let a 
materialistic perspective keep you in bondage.  Either you will serve God, or you will serve 
money.  You cannot have it both ways, friend.!

When we look into the stream of God’s Word, the image that we will see of ourselves will be 
drastically different than what Narcissus saw.  Rather than coming away with a self-centered, 
egotistical attitude that flaunts self and worships wealth, we will come away having seen 
ourselves in desperate need of a Savior.!

We will turn our backs on worldly trinkets in pursuit of true treasure.!

What is your perspective on money?!

• Has your heart and life been transformed by the gospel?!

• Do you view money and possessions through the lens of Scripture and discipleship?!

What are you pursuing in life?!

• What is the main ambition of your life?  What is the goal you are aiming for?!

• Finish this sentence: “For me, to live is ____________________.”!

What is your priority in life above all else?!



• Is money your master?!

• Is Jesus Christ your Master?


