
“The Generosity of Grace”
2 Corinthians 8:1-9

Some of you are familiar with the name R.G. LeTourneau, a man who was the founder 
of the modern heavy earth moving equipment.  He was born on November 30, 1888 and 
he died on June 1, 1969. Still today, LeTourneau is one of the recognized leaders in the 
world for heavy earth moving machines.  What many may not know is that his life is a 
remarkable example of generosity and obedience:

“LeTourneau was one of the more unlikely leaders of 20th century industry. From 
humble beginnings and nothing more than a 7th grade education, he taught himself 
engineering and eventually built a manufacturing empire. His earth-moving machines 
helped win WWII and construct the highway infrastructure of modern America. By the 
end of his life he held more than 300 patents. He had also become one of the leading 
spokespersons in the lay-led faith and work movement.  He and his wife Evelyn founded 
the LeTourneau Technical Institute in February 1946 and the school initially educated 
veterans returning from World War II.  Now, it is known as LeTourneau University and 
has grown into a nationally recognized institution, ranked in "America's Best Colleges" 
by U.S. News and World Report.

The university's vision statement reads: “Claiming every workplace in every nation as 
their mission field, LeTourneau University graduates are professionals of ingenuity and 
Christ-like character who see life's work as a holy calling with eternal impact.”

In 1935, he made the decision to assign 90 percent of the annual profits from his 
company to the LeTourneau Foundation, to be used only for the spread of the gospel.  
In the first few years of its existence, the foundation literally gave millions to the cause 
of making Christ known around the world.  What many don’t know was that the decision 
to give away 90 percent of his personal income and stock in the company was the result 
of a previous decision—made when he was 30 and deeply in debt—to make God His 
business partner.  After being chastised by his missionary sister to get serious about 
serving God, LeTourneau was confused.  Like most people, he believed that sincere 
dedication to God required that he become a preacher, an evangelist, or a missionary. 



He attended a revival meeting at church and gave in. Thinking he was headed to the 
mission field, he sought guidance from his pastor. After praying together, his pastor said, 
“You know Brother LeTourneau, God needs businessmen as well as preachers and 

missionaries.” LeTourneau responded, “All right, if that's what God wants me to be, I'll 
try to be His businessman.”

LeTourneau took his business partnership with God seriously, although he felt like God 
was getting “a sorry specimen as a partner.” When financial success came years later, 
he believed this made him a debtor to God as well as his fellowman. When people 
understand that their work matters to God and recognize that He is their business 
partner, LeTourneau's perspective is a natural response: “The question is not how much 
of my money I give to God, but rather how much of God’s money I keep for myself.’”1

How do you view money--as a measurement of your worth or a tool for serving God and 
others?  An even better question to ask would be, “How does a disciple of Jesus Christ 
use their money?”

The Word of God has so very much to say about the way that we respond to money and 
material wealth.  Giving is a part of the Christian life, and according to the New 
Testament, giving is always a matter of:

• Lordship

• Stewardship

• Discipleship

• Worship

What does it mean to be generous? The word “generous” is an adjective in the English 
language showing a person’s readiness to give more of something than is strictly 
necessary or expected.

1 Bill Peel, “Why RG LeTourneau Gave 90 Percent”, via http://www.centerforfaithandwork.com/article/why-rg-
letourneau-gave-90-percent
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Generosity is a byproduct of saving faith. Salvation results in a change of one’s value 
system. The one who has been given much in Jesus Christ willingly gives out of love 
and gratitude.

Consider how this is demonstrated in the life of Zacchaeus:

Luke 19:1-10 - “He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there 
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he 
was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a

sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today. So he hurried and came down and 
received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, He has gone in to 
be the guest of a man who is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold. And Jesus said to him, Today salvation 
has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save the lost.”

His generosity and willingness to part with wealth was an indicator that he had found 
true wealth in a newfound relationship with Jesus Christ. In fact, we ought to compare 
Zacchaeus to another man—the rich young ruler.

Matthew 19:16-22 - “And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what 
good deed must I do to have eternal life? And he said to him, Why do you ask me 
about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep 
the commandments. He said to him, Which ones? And Jesus said, You shall not 
murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear 
false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. The young man said to him, All these I have kept. What do I still lack? 
Jesus said to him, If you would be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to 



the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me. When the 
young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”

This prompted Jesus to have a conversation with His disciples:

Matthew 19:23 - “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the 
kingdom of heaven.”

Wealth often serves as a barrier that keeps people away from the saving life of Christ. 
Mammon has many people within its clutches. The way that we respond to money is at 
the heart of discipleship. If you truly want to know whether or not you are being held in 
mammon’s grip, how prone are you to give generously when given opportunity?

George Mueller - “God judges what we give by what we keep.” 

As disciples, we are to have a different way of thinking about money than the world. The 

world’s way is all about GETTING; God’s way is all about GIVING.

This passage in 2 Corinthians is one of the richest and most comprehensive passages 
in all of the New Testament as it relates to the subject of giving and stewardship.

Unfortunately, the Corinthians were not doing their part.  Like many people, they had 
made promises, but they failed to keep them.  In fact, an entire year had been wasted (2 
Cor. 8:10).  What was the cause of this serious delay?  The low spiritual level of the 
church.  Paul dealt with their immaturity in the first epistle, as well as a “severe letter.”

When a church is not spiritual, it is not generous.

In this passage, Paul lifts his appeal to the highest spiritual level possible by teaching 
them that giving was an act of grace.  He uses several different words to refer to the 
offering, but the one he uses the most is the word “grace.”  Giving is truly a ministry and 
fellowship that helps others, but the motivation must be from the grace of God in the 
heart.

This was the pattern of the early church:



Acts 4:33 - “And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus.  And great grace was upon them all.  Nor was there anyone 
among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.”

The word “grace” is mentioned at least five times in this eighth chapter.  Giving is a 
grace. It is a selfless act of unmerited favor.  Giving is also a response to grace. 
Because we have been the recipients of God’s grace, we ought to be generous people.  

What does the generosity of grace look like?

1. Giving out of deep APPRECIATION (8:1-4)

“We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 
churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 
extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave 
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints.”

The generosity of Christians flows from a deep and abiding appreciation within their 
hearts for all that God has done in their life.  It does not depend on circumstances.

Their affliction

“Affliction” - literally speaks of pressure as in the crushing of grapes

Paul is describing the spiritual pressure that the Macedonian believers were under as 
the result of persecution and hardship.  Acts 16-17 record the miraculous work that God 
did in that region, but it was not without much opposition from the enemy.  The churches 
were fruit of Paul’s ministry in Macedonian cities such as Philippi and Thessalonica and 
Berea. He was forced out of both cities by those in opposition, and the believers in 
those cities still had to live under those conditions.

Many endured the loss of jobs because of their faith in Christ.



Nonetheless, despite such difficult conditions, the Macedonian Christians were 
generous.  They didn't allow their difficult circumstances to affect their giving.  In the 
midst of their own trials, they put the needs of others before their own.

The generosity of grace leads us to give no matter the circumstances.

Their abundance

Strange as it sounds, the Bible says that their affliction resulted in their abundance. 
Though their situation was hard, their cup was full.

“Abundance” - word literally means overflow

Romans 5:17 - “For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that 
one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free 
gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”

The word is used to describe the lavish grace that is poured out on believers through 
Christ. The Macedonians gave lavishly and abundantly and out of the overflow of their 
hearts.

There is a major difference in giving out of obligation versus giving out of appreciation.

Illus. of giving a gift to my wife and doing something out of love vs. duty 

Obligation gives because it has to; appreciation gives because it wants to.  Obligation 
gives legally; appreciation gives lovingly.  Old Testament giving was motivated by law; 
New Testament giving is motivated by love.

Their ability

“For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of 
their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the 
saints.”

There are three levels of giving: 



• less than our ability

• according to our ability

• beyond our ability

Randy Alcorn - “It’s fair to say that 96 percent of Christians in the Western world give 
less than their ability. Perhaps another 3 percent or more give according to their ability, 
and less than 1 percent give beyond their ability. What does it mean to give beyond our 
ability? It means to push our giving past the point where the figures add up. It means to 
give when the bottom line says we shouldn’t. It means to give away not just the luxuries, 
but also some of the necessities. It means living with the faith of the poor widow. For 
most of us, giving according to our means would stretch us. Giving beyond our means 
would appear to break us.”2

Paul tells the Corinthians that the Macedonians were an example of giving beyond 
one’s means. It was a miraculous gift given the circumstances of those who gave.

When is the last time that our giving has been miraculous, a head-scratcher, an 
impossibility on paper?

Disciples who are growing in their faith look to do more than just the bare minimum. 
They are not satisfied with the status quo. A disciple of Jesus does not ask, “How much 
can I keep?” A disciple who is following Jesus asks, “How much can I give?”  And the 
reason is a heart full of deep appreciation for what He has done.

2. Giving out of devoted CONSECRATION (1:5)

“And this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by 
the will of God to us.”

Herein lies the true secret of the Macedonian miracle when it came to generous giving. 
Before they ever gave of their wealth to help further the cause of Christ, they first gave 
themselves to God.

2 Randy Alcord, Money, Possessions, and Eternity (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2003), 202.



Attitude of Submission

They had laid themselves down on the altar of obedience. God possessed their hearts, 
and as a result, He also possessed every other part of them.

This is the attitude that the hymn writer was describing:

O, to grace how great a debtor, 
daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee!

Acts of Surrender

Because they had devoted themselves to God first, they had no problem of giving 
themselves to their brethren.  An attitude of submission always precedes various acts of 
surrender.

Consider the illustration of Abraham’s willingness to give up his son Isaac.  Consider 
how even Jesus submitted to the Father and surrendered His own life on the cross.

3. Giving out of divine IMITATION (1:6-9)

“Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you 
this act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say 
this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is 
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”

Generous giving is a matter of deep appreciation and devoted consecration.  Generous 
giving is a matter of divine imitation. That is, we model generosity in our lives because 
of the generosity of God to us. Christ’s disciples give because He gave and they desire 
to be like Him in every way.

How does Paul call on the Corinthians to give in a way that imitates God?



Excellence

In these verses, giving is referred to as an “act of grace” in which the believers were to 
excel.

“Excel” - to abound; to be over and above There are no short cuts with God!

J. Hudson Taylor - “God’s work done in God’s way for God’s glory will never lack God’s 
supply.”

Earnestness

“I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love 
also is genuine.” 

“Earnestness” - to be eager to do something, with the implication of readiness to 
expend energy and effort; eagerness

Paul is urging the Corinthians to follow the eager example of the Macedonians who 
were eager and ready to give.  They did not do so with hesitation or begrudgingly, but 
did so with a ready willingness.

This is how God gives!  He is eager to give good things to those who ask Him in faith 
and who obey Him and make Him the pursuit of their lives.

Exchange

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.”

The generosity of grace imitates Jesus in the way that it gives. It is selfless, others- 
centered, and committed to the glory of God.

John 15:13 - “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life 
for his friends.”

Stephen Olford - “In the days of the Revolutionary War there lived at Ephrata, 
Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of 



General George Washington.  Also residing in that town was Michael Wittman, an evil-
minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose the pastor.  One day Michael 
Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death.  Pastor Miller, traveling many 
miles on foot, walked to Philadelphia to plead for Wittman’s life.  When admitted into 
Washington’s presence Pastor Miller at once begged for the life of the traitor.  “No, 
Peter,” said Washington, “I cannot grant you the life of your friend.”  “My fiend!” 
exclaimed the preacher.  “He is the bitterest enemy I have.”  “What?” cried Washington, 
“you have walked all these miles to save the life of an enemy?  That puts the matter in a 
different light.  I will grant the pardon.”  And he did.  Peter Miller took Michael Wittman 
from the very shadow of death and returned him--no longer an enemy, but a friend--to 
Ephrata.”3

3 Stephen Olford, The Grace of Giving (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2000), 52.


