
“The Place Where God Met Man”!
Exodus 25:8-9!

I have often been intrigued by architecture and the influence of buildings on our lives as 
human beings.  Even now, when I travel through a major city, I find myself slowing down 
and looking at the skyscrapers and colossal structures that man has built.  Currently, the 
world’s tallest building is the Burj Khalifa which is found in the city of Dubai in the United 
Arab Emirates.  Since 2010, it has held the world record for being the tallest building, 
standing from bottom to tip at an unprecedented 2,717 feet.  It is comprised of some 
211 floors for a combined total of 3,331,100 square feet.  The total construction costs for 
such a massive building amounted to a staggering $1.5 billion dollars.  The building’s 
construction required nearly 500,000 cubic yards of concrete and 55,000 tons of steel 
rebar and a total of 22 million man-hours.  If you think that is impressive, currently, a 
building project is under way in Saudi Arabia which, when completed, will surpass the 
Burj Khalifa as the world’s tallest building.  Called the Kingdom Tower, it will become the 
world record when completed in 2019 and will stand at 3,281 feet, some 564 feet higher 
than the current tallest building!!

Man has always wanted to build bigger and taller buildings.  From the Tower of Babel to 
the Egyptian Pyramids to the Empire State Building, man has been impressed with the 
work of his hands.!

There is only one building that God has ever built, and it far surpasses anything that the 
man has ever envisioned for himself.  By man’s standard, it was not very impressive, 
nothing more than a tent in the wilderness.  It was a simple structure, but its purpose 
and blueprint was from another world.  This building was simply known as the 
Tabernacle, and it was the place where God met man.!

M.R. DeHaan - “The only building ever constructed upon this earth which was perfect 
from its very beginning and outset in every detail, and never again needed attention, 
addition, or alteration, was the tabernacle in the wilderness.  The blueprint, the pattern 
and the plan, the design, and all of its specifications, were minutely made in heaven, 
committed unto Moses for the children of Israel, while he was in the mountain, shortly 



after their deliverance from Egypt.  Every single detail was designed by Almighty God, 
every part had a prophetic, redemptive, and typical significance.  There is no portion of 
Scripture richer in meaning, more perfect in its teaching of the plan of redemption, than 
this divinely designed building.  God Himself was the architect, and every detail points 
to some aspect of the character and work of the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and, in 
its complete form, it is probably the most comprehensive, detailed revelation of the Son 
of God, and the plan of salvation in the entire Old Testament.” !

It was literally the place where Heaven touched earth.!

No matter how big or tall or elaborate man builds his buildings, he will never be able to 
build one that touches heaven.  If we were ever to experience the transcendence of 
God’s presence, God would have to come to us and tabernacle among us.!

As we consider the Tabernacle, this unique place where God met man, we will see how 
it was a special place where God’s presence dwelt, a specific place that God Himself 
designed, and a symbolic place that points us to Christ.!

1.  It was a SPECIAL place where God dwelt!

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.”!

Moses had been on Mount Sinai for some 40 days where he received the 
commandments from God as well as the instructions for how the tabernacle was to be 
built.  God’s purpose in redeeming His people from their bondage in Egypt was so that 
they could be His own special people among whom He desired to dwell.!

Hence, the name “tabernacle” that was given to this structure.!

The tabernacle was the sanctuary of God, the place where God’s presence dwelt 
among His covenant people.  God has always desired to dwell among those He created 
in His image.  This was the purpose for man’s creation way back in the beginning of 
Genesis. !



The garden of Eden was more than just a garden full of exotic trees; the garden of Eden 
was a sanctuary for the presence of God where God lived with man whom He had 
made in His image and likeness.!

The Bible shows us how God desires to dwell among man.  This is the mission of God.  
We can outline the Bible in three parts:!

• Genesis 1-2 is mission introduction!

• Genesis 3-Revelation 20 is mission progress!

• Revelation 21-22 is mission accomplished!

In the first two chapters of Genesis, the garden of Eden is the dwelling place of God, 
and God creates and commissions Adam and Eve to fill the earth with image bearers.  
Of course, chapter 3 records how man failed and sin entered the picture.  Yet God 
continues to establish His dwelling place among the patriarchs until the construction of 
the tabernacle, and later the temple.  All of this points us to Jesus Christ, the true 
Temple, and now His church in whom His Spirit dwells.!

J.R.R. Tolkien - “We all long for Eden, and we are constantly glimpsing it: our whole 
nature at its best and least corrupted, its gentlest and most humane, is still soaked with 
a sense of exile.” !

Man is marked by a longing for transcendence, which is a vestige of the image of God 
in man.!

Now in his lostness, man gropes around in the dark for something that he cannot find on 
his own.  He needs God to rescue him and restore him to his original purpose.!

Augustine - “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.”!

Verse 8 reveals the heart of God and the core message of Scripture, that He creates for 
His own glory and desires to dwell among those created in His image.  Everything that 
God does in Scripture is motivated by this core truth.!



The tabernacle was a portable structure that served as a sanctuary that represented 
God’s presence with His people.  It was a realtime illustration of how God was with His 
people, and He was their God.  With careful detail, the rest of the chapters that follow in 
the book of Exodus deal with the construction of the tabernacle, and these chapters 
reveal that it was an elaborate structure.  Though it reminded them that God was close, 
it also reminded them that God was separate from them because of His majestic 
holiness.!

These two aspects of God’s relationship with His people—closeness and holiness—are 
reflected in the names that are given to the structure. !

“Sanctuary” - word means holy place; combination of two Hebrew words meaning to 
be clean and to be holy !

“Tabernacle” - word means dwelling place; abode  !

This doesn’t mean that God restricted His presence to the tabernacle, because we 
know that Scripture teaches that God is omnipresent.  That simply means He is present 
everywhere at the same time.  The universe cannot contain Him, let alone a simple 
structure.!

What it means is that God was present with His people in a special way for their own 
benefit.!

John Mackay - “When they looked at the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the Israelites 
saw a moveable structure like their own tent dwellings, which pointed to the nearness of 
God.  But at the same time they were aware that God’s tent was something far more 
costly and grand than their own.  The precious metals used in its construction, the 
gorgeous colors of the hangings and draperies, the careful attention to the symmetry of 
the various items in the Tabernacle and in its whole layout, the beautiful and splendid 
clothing of the high priest—all pointed to the majesty and glory of the God who was 
pleased to dwell with them.”!

2.  It was a SPECIFIC place that God designed!



“Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and all of its furniture, 
so you shall make it.”!

Moses didn’t come up with the blueprints—God did.!

The text says that Moses was given a specific pattern for the construction of the 
tabernacle, and he was to build it exactly as God had designed it to be built.!

The last verse of chapter 24 says that Moses had been with God for 40 days and forty 
nights where he was given the tablets of testimony as well as instructions for the 
sanctuary.  It took God six days to create the universe, but it took Him 40 days to 
explain the layout and design of the tabernacle to Moses.  Six words are given in 
Genesis for the creation of the stars, but more than 16 chapters are given in Exodus for 
the construction to the tabernacle. !

Upon coming down from the mountain, God tells him to take up a contribution for the 
construction of the tabernacle.  It was a free will offering.  Of course, the same God who 
spoke the universe into existence could have easily spoken the sanctuary into 
existence, but instead, He instructs the people to make a contribution and gave them an 
opportunity to be involved in its construction.!

How can we contribute to the work that God has given us?  This passage has some 
wonderful implications for us as believers.  What would you have given to build the 
tabernacle, the place where God would manifest His presence?  What are you giving to 
see God descend and dwell in the hearts of lost people now?  Jesus gave His life!!

Once the materials were gathered, the tabernacle was to be build according to God’s 
blueprint which is given in chapter 26.  Sometimes, a person will often read these 
chapters and find them hard to digest because of all the intricate detail.  While it doesn’t 
make for easy reading, it does reveal the seriousness of worship.  The reason that God 
was so attentive to the details was because the tabernacle was designed to reveal 
something about His character and what it means to have a relationship with Him.!



To begin with, the tent of meeting was surrounded by an eight feet tall barrier that 
measured 75 feet wide and 150 feet long and enclosed an area that was a bit more than 
10,000 square feet.  This enclosed area was known as the courtyard, and there was 
only one entrance that was from the east.  This barrier was made of white linen and 
served as a fence that surrounded the court outside of the tent of meeting.!

The tabernacle itself was simply a tent that was approximately fifteen feet wide, fifteen 
feet tall, and forty-five feet long.  The tabernacle, or tent of meeting, was divided into 
two separate chambers, one that was larger than the other.  The larger chamber was 
referred to as the Holy Place, and it measured fifteen feet by thirty feet.  The smaller 
chamber was known as the Holy of Holies, measuring fifteen by fifteen by fifteen—a 
perfect cube.!

The walls of the tabernacle were made of upright boards of acacia wood that were 
plated with pure gold.  There were twenty boards for the two long sides of the tent, and 
six boards for the western wall.  These boards stood upright, next to each other, in silver 
sockets that were imbedded in the desert floor.  They were united by five horizontal 
gold-pated bars that passed through golden loops attached to the boards that served to 
unite them into one solid wall.  The inside, then, was completely decorated with pure 
gold.!

The roof of the tent was made up of four layers of material, a combination of cloth and 
leather.!

M.R. DeHaan - “First, on the inside and forming the ceiling of the tabernacle, and the 
only one of the four coverings visible from within, was the linen covering, beautifully 
embroidered with gold, purple, blue and scarlet, and with figures of cherubim looking 
down upon the worshiper.  This linen sheet covered the tabernacle.  Over this linen 
covering which formed the ceiling of the tabernacle proper, was next placed a covering 
of cloth made of goats’ hair, which slightly overlapped the linen curtains.  Over this was 
draped a covering of rams’ skins dyed a bright red, and over this and forming the outer 
covering was a great curtain of leather made of badger skins, drab, gray and 
unimpressive, but water and weather repellent.” !



The stranger on the outside could only see the white linen fence and the top part of the 
roof of the tabernacle, very plain and unattractive, with all its hidden beauty concealed 
within.!

Within the complex, there were six pieces of furniture, seven if you consider the mercy 
seat to be a piece by itself.!

The ark of the covenant!

The mercy seat!

The table for showbread !

The golden lampstand!

The bronze altar!

The altar of incense!

The bronze basin!

3.  It was a SYMBOLIC place as God directed!

“But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent not made with hands, that is not of this 
creation, He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of the His own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption.” (Hebrews 9:11-12)!

The tabernacle was central to corporate worship in the life of Israel, but what 
significance does it have for us today?  The reason we study the tabernacle today is not 
so we can draw pictures of it or build an exact replica, but to learn what its symbolism 
teaches us about knowing God.  God is unchanging, and the truth of approaching Him 
remains the same.!

Why is so much detail given about the tabernacle and the furniture that went along with 
it?!



The tabernacle was a glimpse of a small piece of heaven here on earth.  This is why so 
much emphasis is placed on whether or not Moses built it exactly like God had shown.  
It was a copy or a replica of something in heaven.!

Hebrews 8:5 - “They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.  For when 
Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, See that 
you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the 
mountain.”!

In other words, the tabernacle was an earthly structure that was designed to teach 
heavenly realities to God’s people.!

Philip Ryken - “The tabernacle was a microcosm of the universe.  Inside was Heaven, 
and outside was earth, with God at the center of it all.  The heart of the tabernacle was 
the Holy of Holies, where God reigned in glory.  The tabernacle, in turn, was at the heart 
of Israel, with all twelve tribes surrounding it.  And Israel was at the heart of the world, 
the centerpiece in God’s plan for saving the nations.  The tabernacle was the most 
important place in the world, a little bit of heaven on earth.  The point was not that 
somehow God could be contained within the four walls of a tent.  No; the tabernacle 
was set up like Heaven to show that God rules over both Heaven and earth.”!

The tabernacle in the Old Testament was merely a shadow, a visual aid to demonstrate 
the kind of relationship that God desires to have with His people.  The substance is 
Jesus Christ, the only One who gives us direct access to God.  !

The sanctuary, the altar, and the priesthood all pointed to our Savior who came and 
tabernacled among us.!

John 1:14 - “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”!

God came and “tabernacled” among us in the person of Jesus Christ.  When we could 
not come to Him, He came to us.  Every detail of the tabernacle points us in some way 
to Him.!



There was nothing attractive about the tabernacle for the one looking on from the 
outside.  All one saw was the white linen fence and the plain, goatskin covered roof of 
the tent of meeting.  There was no hint of the beauty that was beheld by those who had 
gained entrance through the door, by the way of the altar.  Only the one who came 
through the door and came to to the altar with a sacrifice was given entrance.!

John 10:9 - “I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved.”!

John 14:6 - “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father but 
through Me.”!

The tabernacle was the only place in the world where people could enter God’s 
presence as God had come down to live with His people.  Yet, there was almost no way 
for the people to get in.  There was limited access.  Most of the people only saw the 
tabernacle as it was in transit.  Only the priests could enter, and only when they had 
some duty to perform.  Even the priests were restricted by another curtain—the veil that 
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies where God’s manifest presence was.!

The only way that God’s people could enter God’s presence was to send a 
representative in on their behalf.  The way that this representative passed through the 
veil was by carrying an atoning sacrifice for sin.  This was the only way, for the 
tabernacle didn’t have a back door.!

Hebrews 9:7 - “But into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a 
year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the 
unintentional sins of the people.”!

Only the high priest could pass through the veil and make atonement for the sins of the 
people.!

The writer of Hebrews says that Christ is our High Priest!!

Hebrews 9:11-14 - “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things 
that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with 
hands, that is, not of this creation) He entered once for all into the holy places, 



not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of His own blood, 
thus securing an eternal redemption.  For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the 
sprinkling of defiles persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God.”!

Jesus Christ Himself is the true Tabernacle of God.  He is the place where God met 
man, where heaven comes down to earth, so we can touch the face of God. !

When He died on the cross, the Bible says that the veil that separated man from the 
Holy of Holies was torn from top to bottom, thereby opening up the way of access for all 
who come to God through Him.  Once the veil was torn, it no longer served as a barrier 
but as a gateway.  It was an open door of invitation for all to come through Christ and 
have fellowship with God.!

Some takeaways from the tabernacle:!

• God desires to dwell with His people and have fellowship!

• God doesn’t dwell in a building made with hands!

• God designed the tabernacle to point us to His Son!


