
“The Privilege of Family Worship”!
Deuteronomy 6:10-12, 20-23!

There is no greater privilege and responsibility that a parent has than to lead their 
children to faith in Christ.  My own personal testimony bears witness to this truth.  I was 
led to faith in Christ around the age of 7 because of the influence of my dad.  Others of 
you perhaps have a similar testimony.!

Reggie Joiner - “The average church has about forty hours a year that they will have 
an audience with a child.  Parents have 3,000 hours in that same year.  No one has 
more potential to influence a child’s relationship with God more than a parent.” !

Charles Hodge - “The character of the Church and of the state depends on the 
character of the family.  If religion dies out in the family, it cannot elsewhere be 
maintained.” !

Several years ago, George Barna conducted studies to determine the probability that 
people of various ages will trust Christ as Savior.  The results that he found heavily 
favor children above the age of five through twelve years old (32%) compared to teens 
(4%) or adults age nineteen or older (6%).  He concluded:!

George Barna - “If people do not embrace Jesus Christ as their Savior before they 
reach their teenage years, their chance of doing so at all is slim.” !

We must not delay when it comes to sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with our 
children.  We must be diligent to make the most of every opportunity we have.!

The sixth chapter of Deuteronomy is a foundational passage that teaches us the 
importance of the older generation passing the truth down to the next.  It shows us how 
important it is for parents to teach God’s Word to their children and lead them to be 
worshipers of God.!

I have already pointed out two principles from this passage:!

1.  Parents must TEACH their children to worship God!



“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the Lord your God 
commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going 
over, to possess it, that you may fear the Lord your God, you and your son and your 
son’s son, by keeping all His statutes and commandments, which I command you…”!

Moses was very clear in teaching the importance of worship to this second generation 
of Israelites.  They needed to know all that God had done on their behalf so that they 
could teach their children.  If they wanted God’s blessing on their lives once they 
entered the Promised Land, they needed to know that it would be based upon their love 
and obedience to God and whether or not they were leading their families to worship 
God faithfully.!

The first three verses show us how parents are to teach their children to worship God by 
showing them the importance of three things:!

• The Word of God (v. 1)!

• The fear of God (v. 2)!

• The blessing of God (v. 3)!

There is a second principle is seen beginning in verse 4:!

2.  Parents must TELL their children who God is!

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach them diligently to your 
children…”!

This passage of Scripture was among the most important passages in Jewish life.  Their 
confession of faith was called the “Shema” which means ‘to hear’ and was taken from 
this very text.  The Shema is still recited twice a day by orthodox Jews all around the 
world.  So important was the Shema that Jewish boys were required to memorize it as 
soon as they were able to speak.!



Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament 
writing.  We read in Matthew 22 where on one occasion He was asked by a certain 
lawyer, “What is the greatest commandment?”  Jesus quoted the Shema, found right 
here in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  Loving God supremely is the most important thing in life, 
and this is what parents must teach their children. !

What exactly are believers to tell their children about God according to this passage?  
He is:!

• A God who tolerates no rivals!

• A God who is to be treasured in our lives!

• A God who transforms our thinking!

I want to show you a third principle from this text that involves the most important thing 
that a Christian mom or dad can do for his or her children:!

3.  Parents must TAKE their children to the cross!

“And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that He swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities that you did 
not build, and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did 
not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and when you eat and are 
full, then take care lest you forget the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery.”!

The phrase “brought you out” or “brought you into” is used no less than five separate 
times in these verses.  This is not insignificant, for God wanted His people to 
understand that their success in the land was all because of what He had done in their 
lives.  !

Emphasize the GRACE of God to your children!

When it came to saving themselves and delivering themselves from their own helpless 
condition, Israel was powerless.  If they were ever going to be rescued from their 



slavery in Egypt, God Himself would have to do it.  And He did it.  He never wanted 
them to forget that their redemption was solely by His effort, not their own.!

Israel’s obedience to the law was based on their redemption, not vice versa.  Salvation 
has always been by God’s grace alone through faith in God’s redemptive work on the 
sinner’s behalf.!

Jude 3-4 - “Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you appealing to you to contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.  For certain people have crept in 
unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly people, 
who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and 
Lord, Jesus Christ.” !

In other words, we are to contend for the faith against those who would make it all about 
human effort and deny the finished work of Christ.!

God has to do something for your children that you cannot do for them, nor can they do 
themselves.  They need grace.!

Christian parents face two huge challenges when it comes to leading their children to 
faith in Christ.  !

First, there is the challenge of the external culture.  !

Moses warned the people of Israel in this passage about the influence that the 
surrounding culture could have on them and their children if they were not careful.!

6:13-14 - “It is the Lord your God you shall fear.  Him you shall serve and by His 
name you shall swear.  You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples 
who are around you.”!

How did Israel fare?!

Israel failed when it came to teaching their children about God’s righteousness.!



Judges 2:7, 10 - “The people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the 
days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the 
Lord which He had done for Israel…When all that generation had been gathered 
to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the Lord 
nor the work which He had done for Israel.”!

Because they neglected to teach their children all that God had done for His people, the 
next generation turned away from Him.!

Judges 2:11-12 - “And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord and served the Baals.  And they abandoned the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt.  They went after other 
gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed 
down to them.”!

Because they failed to teach their children about the grace of God, they lost them to 
cultural influences.!

There was a time in our society where life was largely centered around the home and 
the outside world had a rather small impact on children.  This is certainly not the case 
today.!

In the past, our society used to hold to the view that children were to be protected from 
ideas that they could not mentally process.  They were to be taught and cared for 
according to what was appropriate for their age.  We withheld things from our children 
that they were not ready for.  And while this is still true in small pockets, across the 
board in our society, this concept has been lost.  Children today are exposed to all sorts 
of ideas and information through a wide variety of mediums.!

Several years ago, Neil Postman wrote a book that is entitled, “The Disappearance of 
Childhood,” in which he argued the idea that childhood, as a unique period of human 
development, is disappearing in today’s society.  He argues that children used to be 
unknowing and innocent when it came to certain issues in life, but this innocence has 
been lost in today’s electronic environment.!



Postman referenced a study that was done on the average ages of those who 
committed serious crimes.!

• Back in 1950, adults committed serious crimes at a rate of 215 times the number of 
serious crimes committed by children who were 14 or younger; during that whole 
year, 170 children were arrested for serious crimes!

• Between 1950 and 1960, homes across America purchased their very first television 
set!

• By 1960, as electronic media began to have more of an impact, serious adult crimes 
were committed at a rate of only 8 times the number committed by children; in only 
ten years, the ratio went from 215 to 1 all the way to 8 to 1!

• By 1979 the ratio was 5.5 to 1; over those three decades there was an 8300% 
increase in lesser offenses committed by children!

Wy do I share this?  Is it because television and the internet and technology is bad?  
No.  It can be very helpful if used in the right way.  I am simply doing so to show you the 
impact that the world’s influence can have on children if we are not careful.  There are 
ideas and concepts that they can be indoctrinated with if we are not diligent to protect 
them against.!

Second, there is the challenge of their internal condition.!

I think that sometimes if we are not careful, we can overlook the fact that our children 
are sinners.  This is basic to our fundamental belief as Christians, but I am amazed at 
how this is so underemphasized across the board in the church today.  !

Our sinful condition as human beings manifests itself no sooner than we are out of our 
mother’s womb.!

Psalm 51:5 - “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.”!

Just like you, your children are sinners who desperately need the saving grace of God.  !



Your children were born with a sinful nature that they inherited from Adam.  Much 
parenting advice today deals with symptoms of a child’s behavior rather than getting to 
the root cause.  While I’m sure these parenting methods can be helpful, nothing 
externally can change them internally.  Only God’s grace can do that.!

Explain the GOSPEL of God to your children!

Sometimes it is helpful to know what something is not in order to understand what it is.  
This is especially true when it comes to understanding what the gospel is.  There are 
false gospels, and we had better know the true from the false.!

• The gospel is not behavior modification!

• The gospel is not mere social reform!

• The gospel is not the golden rule!

• The gospel is not the great commandments!

The gospel is the life-changing news that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became 
man, lived a sinless life under the Law, died for sinners, and rose again to reconcile 
them unto Himself.  There are four key components of the gospel—God’s  holy 
standard, man’s sinful condition, Christ’s finished work, and our response.  !

This is what Christian parents must teach their children if they desire gospel-centered 
homes.  Believe it or not, it begins with saturating your home with the foundation of 
God’s Law.!

Teach your children that God is holy!

• God is our Creator who has made us in His image for the purpose of worshiping Him!

• God is perfectly holy, and His Law demands perfect holiness !

Teach your children about their sin!

• Because God is holy, He hates sin!



• Sin is a violation of God’s perfect Law!

• All have sinned!

• Sin makes the sinner worthy of death!

• Sinners are helpless to save themselves and rid themselves of their sinful condition!

The gospel will never clothe you until the Law has first stripped you.  It will never be 
good news until you first know the bad news.  In fact, the good news will only be 
mediocre news until you first understand the bad news.  Perhaps this is why so many 
show no interest in the gospel.  They see themselves as basically good people.  Why 
trust Christ if I am ok?!

Charles Spurgeon - “To some people, it seems to be a dreadful thing to give a man 
such a bad opinion of himself, but, indeed, it is the greatest blessing that could come to 
him, for when he despairs of himself, he will fly to Christ to save him.” !

J.C. Ryle - “People will never set their faces decidedly towards heavens, and live like 
pilgrims, until they really feel that they are in danger of hell…Men will never come to 
Jesus, and stay with Jesus, and live for Jesus, unless they really know why they are to 
come, and what is their need.”!

Without the Law, the gospel is “take-it-or-leave-it.”  But after the Law of God has 
shattered the sinner’s pride, the gospel truly becomes good news.!

Teach your children what Jesus did for them!

• God became Man in the unique person of Jesus Christ!

• He lived a perfect and sinless life under the Law and fulfilled its demands!

• He became the sacrifice for our sin and His blood that was shed on the cross is the 
only atonement for sin!

• His death on the cross provides the way of salvation for sinners!



• He triumphantly rose again from the dead and His righteousness is imputed to those 
who trust Him!

Teach your children how they are to respond!

• Turn from their sin in humble repentance!

• Trust in Jesus Christ for salvation!

• Be baptized upon their personal belief in Jesus Christ and commit themselves to 
Him in discipleship!

Salvation and discipleship are your children’s greatest need!!

Moses says in verse 7, “You shall teach these things diligently to your children.”  Gospel 
diligence is the most important thing that God requires of Christian parents.!

Charles Spurgeon - “May our dear children know the cross, and they will have begin 
well.  With all their gettings may they get an understanding of this, and they will have the 
foundation rightly laid.  This will necessitate your teaching the child his need of a Savior.  
You must not hold back from this needful task.  Do not flatter the child with delusive 
rubbish about his nature being good and needing to be developed.  Tell him he must be 
born again.  Don’t bolster him up with the fancy of his own innocence, but show him his 
sin.  Mention the childish sins to which he is prone, and pray the Holy Spirit to work 
conviction in his heart and conscience.  Deal with the young in much the same way as 
you would with the old.  Be thorough and honest with them.  Flimsy religion is neither 
good for young nor old.  These boys and girls need pardon through the precious blood 
as surely as any of us.  Do not hesitate to tell the child his ruin; he will not else desire 
the remedy.  Tell him also of the punishment of sin, and warn him of its terror.  Be 
tender, but be true.  Do not hide from the youthful sinner the truth, however terrible it 
may be.  Now that he has come to years of responsibility, if he believes not in Christ, it 
will go ill with him at the last great day.  Set before him the judgment seat, and remind 
him that he will have to give an account of things done in the body.  Labor to arouse the 



conscience; and pray God the Holy Spirit to work by you till the heart becomes tender 
and the mind perceives the need of the great salvation.”!

Have you been to the cross?  What about your children—have you taken them to the 
cross in your home and showed them their need for Jesus?  This is the most wonderful 
privilege and responsibility that Christian parents have been given.  May we be diligent!!

!
!


