
“The Truth About Treasure”!
Matthew 6:19-21!

Over the last couple of decades or so, American culture has been saturated in television 
programming that has come to be its own genre—reality tv.  Perhaps the most ironic part about 
reality tv is that nothing can be further from reality than the notion that a person will ever be 
stranded on an island with a handful of other people while a million dollars awaits the last one 
standing.  This is not the average person’s reality, but, they say it at least makes for good 
television.!

One of these so-called reality tv shows is called, “Treasure Hunters,” which debuted on NBC 
back in 2006.  The show’s premise is one in which ten teams of three solve puzzles and 
complete challenges in hopes of solving the ultimate puzzle and winning the grand prize. Teams 
travel across the United States and Europe in search of seven “artifacts” which when assembled 
will lead to the key.  Find the key, and find the treasure.  The teams are given a cell phone, a 
laptop, and a Garmin to help them in their search.!

Find the key, find the treasure.!

According to what Jesus says in these verses, we don’t have to travel the world to find the key 
that reveals our treasure.  We simply need to take a good, long look at our heart.  Our treasures 
are quite revealing.  In fact, in a strange twist, Jesus says that our treasure is the key to 
unlocking the true condition of our heart. !

Determine the treasure, discover the heart.!

Beginning in these verses through the close of chapter 6, Jesus deals with several issues of the 
heart—what we value, who we serve, and what we pursue. !

In verses 19-21, He shows us how His disciples are known by the treasure they seek.  In verses 
22-14, He shows us how His disciples are known by the master they serve.  And in verses 
25-34, He shows us how His disciples are known by the faith they show. !

The issue that Jesus confronts in this first section of verses is the issue of our heart’s desires, or 
our treasures in life.!

“Lay Up” - word is the Greek verb ‘thesaurizo’ and means to gather or to heap up !



It is the idea of accumulating or storing things up.!

“Treasures” - word is the Greek noun ‘thesauros’ and refers to the place in which precious 
things are collected; things that are laid up in a treasury or a storehouse !

The verse literally reads, “Don’t treasure up treasures for yourselves.”!

Jesus is warning against a desire for money, possessions, and earthly ambitions as the 
motivation for a person’s life.  Compared to the world around them, Jesus says His disciples 
have a different ambition in life.  His disciples are known by the treasure they seek, and it is not 
the same treasure sought after by the world.!

God’s Word is clear when it points out that there is a powerful relationship between our true 
spiritual condition and our attitude regarding money, possessions, and the temporary things of 
this life.  The integrity of a person’s faith is not determined so much by what he or she says, but 
by how he or she responds to money and material things.  Here in this passage, Jesus says that 
the way we respond to money and possessions in this life is perhaps one of the truest indicators 
of our spiritual condition.!

Jesus had a lot to say about money and the way we use it.  In fact, somewhere around 15% of 
everything He said related to money and possessions:!

• Out of the 38 parables that Jesus told, 16 pertain to how we respond to material wealth!

• Jesus said more about money and possessions than He did about heaven and hell 
combined!

• 1 out of every 10 verses in the gospels deal with money and possessions, adding up to 
some 288 verses  !

The Bible contains more than 500 references to prayer, right at 500 references to faith, but there 
are more than 2,000 references to money and material possessions.!

God knows how much of a trap materialism can be, and since He desires for us to have true 
wealth, He warns us against the illusions that worldly riches create.  So Jesus confronts us here 
about our value system.!

From these verses, I want to point out a few simple truths about our treasures:!



1.  EARTHLY treasure is fleeting!

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal.” !

Jesus doesn’t say, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures.”  He says, “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth.”  He wants His disciples to be rich, but only with the riches that 
truly matter.  !

Why does He not want us to lay up for ourselves treasures here on earth?  Is is because 
material things are bad?  No.  It is because they will not last.!

Two things are true of these earthly treasures Jesus is describing:!

• moth and rust destroys them!

• thieves break in and steal them!

The idea being conveyed is that even the shiniest, most expensive, and most coveted earthly 
treasure is fleeting.  It is temporary and will not last.!

“Destroy” - to snatch out of sight; to cause to vanish away!

This is the same word that James uses to describe the fleeting nature of this present life that is 
here one minute and gone the next:!

James 4:13-14 - “Come now, you who say, Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.  Yet you 
do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes away.”!

The fleeting treasures of this life are those subject to destruction and corrosion and will one day 
vanish like smoke.!

Proverbs 23:4-5 - “Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist.  When 
your eyes light on it, it is gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward 
heaven.”!

Material wealth in this life is fleeting.  What is here one minute will only evaporate in the next.!



October 29, 1929, was a day in U.S. history known as Black Tuesday.  A major stock market 
collapse hit Wall Street as investors traded 16,410,030 shares on the New York Stock Exchange 
in a single day.  Billions of dollars were lost, wiping out thousands of investors, and the 
machinery could not handle the tremendous volume of trading. In the aftermath of Black 
Tuesday, America and the rest of the industrialized world spiraled downward into what became 
known as the Great Depression.  By 1933, nearly half of America’s banks had failed, and 
unemployment was approaching 15 million people, or 30 percent of the workforce.  In terms of 
raw data, this meant that:!

• 12,000 people being made unemployed every day!

• 20,000 companies had gone bankrupt!

• 1,616 banks had gone bankrupt!

• 1 farmer in 20 evicted!

• 23,000 people committed suicide in one year – the highest ever!

The American public learned firsthand the truth of Proverbs 23:5.  The wealth we had come to 
place our confidence in suddenly sprouted wings and flew away.  It vanished in a day, 
evaporated into thin air.!

Randy Alcorn - “When Jesus warns us not to store up treasures on earth, it’s not just because 
wealth might be lost; it’s because wealth will always be lost.  Either it leaves us while we live, or 
we leave it when we die.  No exceptions.”!

Jesus is warning us against the subtle dangers of materialism, which promises us so much but 
cannot give us what we need the most.!

Our consumer-based society is constantly telling us that life at its best consists of having more 
treasures and pleasures, more profits and more possessions.  Yet the more you have, the more 
you want, and the more you want, the less you have.  It is a vicious cycle.!

Ecclesiastes 5:10 - “He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who 
loves wealth with his income.”!



Materialism is a cruel monster that enslaves us in bondage.  The more you feed the monster, 
the more the monster demands.!

Psychologists have studied what makes people happy.  Not only do many of them find that 
money can’t buy it, but the opposite seems to hold true in most cases.  “Materialism is toxic for 
happiness,” says University of Illinois psychologist Ed Diener.  His research indicated that those 
who are less concerned about accumulating and spending are most likely to experience 
contentment.!

Billy Graham - “Some years ago Ruth and I were on an island in the Caribbean.  One of the 
wealthiest men in the world had asked us to come to his lavish home for lunch.  He was 75 
years old, and throughout the entire meal he seemed close to tears.  ‘I am the most miserable 
man in the world,’ he finally said.  ‘Out there is my yacht.  I can go anywhere I want to.  I have 
my private plane, my helicopters.  I have everything I want to make my life happy, yet I am 
miserable.’  We talked to him and prayed with him, trying to point him to Christ, who alone gives 
meaning to life.  Then we went down the hill to a small cottage where we were staying.  That 
afternoon the pastor of the local Baptist church came to call.  He was an Englishman, and he 
too was 75—a widower who spent most of his time taking care of his two invalid sisters.  He 
was full of enthusiasm and love for Christ and others.  ‘I don’t have two pounds to my name,’ he 
said with a smile, ‘but I am the happiest man on this island.’”!

A person’s identity is not found in the abundance he or she has.!

If you want to discover how wealthy you truly are, then add up all the things you have that 
money cannot buy, people cannot steal, time cannot corrode, and death cannot take.!

The only things that I can think of that fall into that category would be my family, my friends, and 
my faith.  And yet the thing that we say are the most important to us are the very things that we 
take for granted.!

2.  ETERNAL treasure is lasting!

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.”!



Jesus doesn’t tell us to not seek treasure for ourselves.  He simply says that we should seek our 
treasure from the right sources.  We are to store up treasure in heaven.  In fact, this is a 
command to lay up treasure for ourselves in heaven.!

Jesus emphasizes the lasting quality of eternal treasure:!

• moth doesn’t destroy it!

• rust doesn’t corrode it!

• thieves cannot break in and steal it!

The only treasure that is secure is the treasure that we store up for ourselves in heaven.  Thus, 
as Christ’s disciples we are to invest in that which has lasting value.!

Let’s suppose that you were approached by the creator of an up and coming social media 
networking site who wanted you to go in with him as a business partner.  You ask the question, 
“What’s the purpose of our product?”  He says, “It will be an online place where you can create 
your own personal profile, where others can become your friend, and can keep track of your 
life.”  He tells you that very soon, everyone across the world will be using this as their social 
network, and if you invest all you have in this new company, you are sure to make billions of 
dollars.  Before you agree to become a business partner, you ask, “What’s the name of this new 
company?”  He says to you, “It will be the topic of conversation.  It’s called MySpace.”!

Looking back in retrospect, you would be glad you chose to pass on investing in MySpace.  The 
reason is that no one uses it anymore!  !

The fads, the trends, the trinkets, and the treasures of this life are fleeting and they quickly fade 
into distant memories.  But there is a treasure that is lasting, one that does not fade from view.!

1 Peter 1:3-5 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to 
His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”!

A person can live his or her life acquiring things that have no lasting value, or he or she can live 
for what matters and can store up for themselves treasure in heaven.!



You can’t take it with you, but you can sent it on ahead.!

How do we do this?  We do this by cultivating a generous heart and a willing spirit when it 
comes to giving and serving.  It means that we live our lives with an open hand and an 
observant eye.!

Most people think that wealth is found in storing up treasures here on earth, but Jesus says that 
real wealth is not found in material things, but in spiritual things.  Solomon, the wisest man who 
ever lived, said that a man who loves material things will never be satisfied with them.!

Ecclesiastes 2:18 - “I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to the man who will come after me, and who knows whether he will be wise or a 
fool?”!

Solomon knew first hand that living to multiply temporal wealth for self is like drinking salt water
—you drink to your own peril and your thirst is never quenched.!

Ecclesiastes 2:26 - “For to the one who pleases Him God has given wisdom and 
knowledge and joy, but to the sinner He has given the business of gathering and 
collecting.”!

Solomon says that the one who doesn’t know God lives his life to gather and collect for himself.  
Receiving and acquiring is more important to him than giving and serving.  Self-indulgence is 
characteristic of his life rather than self-denial.!

Luke 12:15 - “And He said to them, Take care, and be on guard against all covetousness, 
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”!

Jesus then proceeds to tell a story about a rich fool. (Luke 12:16-21)!

A rich man is poor when he tries to find satisfaction in what he has and money becomes a 
master to him rather than a servant.!

A rich man who has no treasures in heaven is desperately poor. Proverbs 11:4, Solomon told his 
son, “Riches profit not in the day of wrath.”  All the wealth in the world won't help you one bit 
when you stand before God's throne.  Spiritual wealth is the only thing that will matter on that 
day.!



God doesn't condemn the rich.  He doesn’t say wealth is sinful.  It is our response to it that 
matters.  Instead, He charges them not to put their trust in their wealth, don't put your trust in 
uncertain possessions as Paul declares in 1 Timothy 6, “but in the living God, who gives us 
richly all things to enjoy.”!

Spiritual wealth is far more important than material wealth, for it is the only wealth that is truly 
lasting.  The way we use our material riches in this life determines whether or not we have true 
spiritual riches in the life to come.!

Have you ever thought that the material wealth you have has been entrusted to you for a 
greater purpose and objective than for your mere enjoyment of it?  God prospers me not to raise 
my standard of living for myself, but to raise my standard of giving to others.!

2 Corinthians 9:11 - “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way.”!

Why does God often entrust us with more than what we need?!

• not so we can investigate ourselves more ways to spend it!

• not so we can indulge ourselves and spoil our children!

• not so we can insulate ourselves from trusting God’s provision!

• not so we can isolate ourselves from giving !

God gives to us so we can give to Him.  Whenever God entrusts us with money and material 
things, we tend to think, “What a blessing!”  Rather than it being a blessing, it may in fact be a 
test of our heart.!

3.  EVERY treasure is revealing!

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” !

Jesus is more concerned about your heart than your bank account.!

Jesus is showing us in this passage how a person’s most cherished possessions reveal the 
motives of the heart.  He is not saying that if we put our treasure in the right place, then our 
heart will be in the right place.  He is simply saying that the location of our treasure is indicative 
of where our heart already is.!



“Heart” - means more than affections; refers to the whole inner man and the core of our being!

This simply means that where our treasure is, there will be our total being.  Not only will our 
affections focus on our treasure, but our whole being will be intertwined with it.!

In other words, our whole life will be wrapped up in our treasure.  Our affections, actions, and 
attitudes are all a mirror that reveals treasure.!

If you want to take a treasure inventory to find out where your treasure is, then you can start by 
asking yourself a few questions:!

• What occupies your thoughts when you have nothing else to do?  What occupies your 
daydreams?  Is it your investments, your position?  If so, those are the things you treasure.!

• What is it that you fret about the most?  Is it your home or your clothing?  If so, then you 
know where your treasure is.!

• What do you fear losing the most, aside from loved ones?!

• What are the standards that you measure others by?  We measure others by the things we 
treasure most.!

• What is is that you know you cannot be happy without?  This reveals your treasure unlike 
anything else.!

Thomas A Kempis - “Let temporal things serve your use, but the eternal be the object of your 
desire.”!

All of us have wealth to some degree or another, and there is nothing inherently wrong with 
possessing material things.  Jesus’ words are not a call to asceticism.  Instead, Jesus is saying 
that His disciples do not hold on tightly to the temporal things of this world.  They hold them 
loosely and are willing to give to meet need and advance the cause of Christ’s kingdom.!

Martyn Lloyd-Jones - “I do not cling to these things.  They do not become the center of my life 
and existence.  I do not live for them or dwell upon them constantly in my mind; they do not 
absorb my life.  On the contrary, I hold them loosely…I am not governed by them; rather do I 
govern them; and as I do this I am steadily securing, and safely laying up for myself treasures in 
heaven.”!



Jesus says that His disciples are known by the treasure they seek.  Where is your treasure?  
You need to find out, because according to Jesus, that’s where your heart will be also.


