
“What a Worshiper Must Remember”!
Exodus 12:26-27!

To illustrate what gratitude is, radio host Paul Harvey told the story of an old man who used to 
visit an old broken pier on the eastern seacoast of Florida.  Every Friday night, until his death in 
1973, he would return, walking slowly and slightly stooped with a large bucket of shrimp. The 
sea gulls would flock to this old man, and he would feed them from his bucket.  Many years 
before, in October, 1942, Captain Eddie Rickenbacker was on a mission in a B-17 to deliver an 
important message to General Douglas MacArthur in New Guinea.  But there was an 
unexpected detour which would hurl Captain Eddie into the most harrowing adventure of his life.!

Somewhere over the South Pacific, his plane became lost beyond the reach of radio. Fuel ran 
dangerously low, so the men ditched their plane in the ocean... For nearly a month Captain 
Eddie and his companions would fight the water, and the weather, and the scorching sun. They 
spent many sleepless nights recoiling as giant sharks rammed their rafts. The largest raft was 
nine by five. The biggest shark...ten feet long. !

But of all their enemies at sea, one proved most formidable: starvation. Eight days out, their 
rations were long gone or destroyed by the salt water. It would take a miracle to sustain them. 
And a miracle occurred. In Captain Eddie's own words, "Cherry," that was the B- 17 pilot, 
Captain William Cherry, "read the service that afternoon, and we finished with a prayer for 
deliverance and a hymn of praise. There was some talk, but it tapered off in the oppressive 
heat. With my hat pulled down over my eyes to keep out some of the glare, I dozed off."!

Rickenbacker said, “Something landed on my head.  I knew that it was a sea gull.  I don't know 
how I knew, I just knew.  Everyone else knew too.  No one said a word, but peering out from 
under my hat brim without moving my head, I could see the expression on their faces.  They 
were staring at that gull.  The gull meant food...if I could catch it.”  And the rest, as they say, is 
history.  Captain Eddie caught the gull.  Its flesh was eaten.  Other parts were used for bait to 
catch fish.  The survivors were sustained and their hopes renewed because a lone sea gull, 
uncharacteristically hundreds of miles from land, offered itself as a sacrifice.  You know that 
Captain Eddie made it.  And now you also know...that he never forgot.  Because every Friday 
evening, about sunset...on a lonely stretch along the eastern Florida seacoast...you could see 
an old man walking...white-haired, bushy-eyebrowed, slightly bent over.  His bucket filled with 



shrimp was to feed the gulls...to remember that one which, on a day long past, gave itself 
without a struggle.!

Max Lucado tells this same story in his book, In the Eye of the Storm, and adds the following, “If 
you were sitting there on the pier with your fishing line in the water, Ed might seem like 'a funny 
old duck,' as my dad used to say.  Or, 'a guy that's a sandwich shy of a picnic,' as my kids might 
say.  To onlookers, he's just another old codger, lost in his own weird world, feeding the seagulls 
with a bucket full of shrimp.  To the onlooker, rituals can look either very strange or very empty. 
They can seem altogether unimportant....maybe even a lot of nonsense.”!

I would imagine that the casual observer might look on this passage of Scripture and the ritual 
of Passover and could say the same thing.  With its lambs, blood, and unleavened bread, it 
might seem like nonsense to the one who doesn’t understand.  But for the one who had been 
spared by the blood of the Passover lamb, the observance had great meaning.!

Worship involves intentional remembrance and gratitude for the grace of God.  !

I am often amazed at how forgetful I can be.  The Bible frequently reminds us of the importance 
of remembering the character and accomplishments of God on our behalf.!

Nehemiah 4:14 - “Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome.”!

Psalm 105:5 - “Remember the wondrous works that He has done.”!

Psalm 143:5 - “I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that You have done; I ponder 
the work of Your hands.”!

Ecclesiastes 12:1 - “Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth.”!

2 Timothy 2:8 - “Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead.”!

On the night in which He kept the Passover with His disciples, Jesus instituted the Lord’s 
Supper to show them how He was the true Passover Lamb.  It was to be kept as an act of 
gratitude in which His disciples intentionally remember His sacrifice.!

As worshipers we must be intentional when it comes to remembering the Lord because we are 
a forgetful people.  We have this tendency of forgetting what we ought to remember, and we 
remember what we ought to forget.!



The Lord tells Moses in this passage how important it is for the people to remember what God 
was about to do on their behalf.  God would rescue His people from their Egyptian captivity 
through His mighty hand and outstretched arm.  Innocent blood would be shed so that they 
themselves would be spared from the judgment that was about to consume the Egyptians.  God 
did not want His people to be forgetful worshipers. !

Passover was an ordinance to be obeyed, but is was also a memorial to be celebrated.  After 
the children of Israel had entered the Promised Land, it would be easy for them to settle down 
and forget the great acts of God on their behalf.  Thus, it was extremely important that they 
teach the object lesson of Passover to their children.  The next generation needed to know God 
personally.  They needed to know that He was a God who saves His people and is worthy of 
their worship.!

From this chapter as well as the next, I want to point out several truths that we as believers 
must remember if we are to worship Him with passion and true gratitude.!

1. The worshiper remembers the SALVATION of God’s people!

“This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord: 
throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.”!

The whole Passover observance was intended to provoke questions in the minds of those who 
were onlookers.  In time to come, their children would ask questions as one generation was 
faithful to remember their salvation and teach another.!

The observance involved:!

• a lamb was chosen and examined on the tenth day of the month!

• the lamb was killed on the fourteenth day and its blood was applied to the door!

• the lamb was roasted and eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs!

Warren Wiersbe - “We trust Christ that we might be saved from our sins by His sacrifice, but we 
must also feed on Christ in order to have strength for our daily pilgrim journey.  As we worship, 
meditate on the Word, pray, and believe, we appropriate the spiritual nourishment of Jesus 
Christ and grow in grace and knowledge.”!



Avoid the pollution of sin!

God commands the Israelites to eat unleavened bread for seven days.  On the first day, they 
were to remove all leaven out of their houses.  For the next seven days, not a single trace of 
leaven was to be found in their homes nor were they to eat anything with leaven.  This became 
known as the Festival of Unleavened Bread anew was initiated by Passover and continued for 
the next seven days.!

Leaven is yeast.  In Scripture, leaven is always used an illustration of sin.  It is hidden within the 
dough, working silently and secretly as it spreads throughout the mix.!

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 - “Your boasting is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump?  Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you 
really are unleavened.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”!

Believers are to purge out the leaven of the old life and present themselves to the Lord in 
holiness and dedicated worship.!

Philip Ryken - “Passover is about getting saved.  It reminds us that we have been delivered 
from death by a perfect substitute whose blood was shed as a sacrifice for our sins.  The Feast 
of Unleavened Bread reminds us what God wants us to do once we’ve been saved, and that is 
to live a sanctified life, becoming more and more free from sin.”!

Understand the price of redemption!

When their children asked, “What do you mean by this service? Why does our little lamb have to 
die?”  God says, “This is what you are to tell them—“It reminds us of the price of our redemption 
from slavery in Egypt.’”!

Forgetfulness of the price of our salvation is what often leads us to temptation and sin. It is 
when we become preoccupied with lesser things that the enemy launches his attack.!

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - “In our members there is a slumbering inclination toward desire, which is 
both sudden and fierce.  With irresistible power, desire seizes mastery of the flesh.  All at once a 
secret, smoldering fire is kindled.  The flesh burns and is in flames.  It makes no difference 



whether it is a sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity, or desire for revenge, our love of fame and 
power, or greed for money…At this moment God is quite unreal to us.  He loses all reality, and 
only desire for the creature is real.  The only reality is the devil.  Satan does not here fill us with 
hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of God…The lust thus aroused envelopes the mind and 
will of a man in deepest darkness.  The powers of clear discrimination and of decision are taken 
from us.  The questions present themselves as, Is what the flesh desires really sin in this case? 
And, Is it really not permitted me, yes, expected of me now, here in my particular situation to 
appease desire?  It is here that everything within me rises up against the Word of God…” !

The true worshiper must regularly survey the wondrous cross upon which the Prince of Glory 
died.  We must always keep the cross of Christ before our eyes and at the forefront of our 
thinking, for it was there that our salvation from sin was secured and the price of our redemption 
was paid in full.!

Embrace the priority of mission !

Exodus 12:24-25 - “You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons 
forever.  And when you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as He has promised, 
you shall keep this service.”!

Israel worshiping in the land promised to Abraham was intended to be a witness to their 
surrounding neighbors.  God wanted to bless the nations through His covenant people.  Of 
course, their constant lapse into idolatry and disobedience resulted in a lack of faithfulness to 
that mission.!

Mission exists because worship doesn’t.  Passionate worship, if it be genuine and authentic, will 
always result in personal witness.  Encountering God leads to engaging others.!

Psalm 98:1-3 - “Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!  His 
right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.  The Lord has made known 
His salvation; He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.  He has 
remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.  All the ends of the 
earth have seen the salvation of our God.”!

Worship is the fuel of mission.  The glory of God is what motivates in our mission of sharing the 
good news of salvation with those around us.  If I’m not sharing the gospel with those around 



me, then I’m not intentionally remembering God’s glory in salvation.  It is only when God’s 
people truly worship that they will be motivated to fulfill their mission.!

Someone has well said, “If you want to build a ship, don’t summon people to buy wood, prepare 
tools, distribute jobs, and organize the work; rather teach people to yearn for the wide, 
boundless ocean.”  We’ve lost the wonder of worship, and it has diminished our witness.  !

Michael Green - “There can be little doubt that the main motive for evangelism was a 
theological one.  The early Christians did not spread their message because it was advisable for 
them to do so, nor because it was the socially responsible thing to do.  They did not do it 
primarily for humanitarian reasons.  They did it because of the overwhelming experience of the 
love of God which they had received through Jesus Christ.”!

Salvation’s memorial day means that we avoid the pollution of sin, truly appreciate the price of 
redemption, and actively engage in the priority of mission. !

2. The worshiper remembers the SERIOUSNESS of God’s judgment!

“At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all 
the firstborn of the livestock.  And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all 
the Egyptians.  And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone 
was not dead.”!

We worship God by remembering the salvation of His people, but our hearts are also provoked 
to worship when we stop to consider the seriousness of His judgment.  We often like to think 
about the love of God, and so we should.  But lest we forget, God is holy and just.  He is a God 
of wrath who must judge sin.  If He were not just, He would not be loving.  We cannot pick and 
choose which attributes of God we like and which ones we dislike.  To do so is to make God in 
our own image and is tantamount to idolatry.!

God judges sin!

God’s judgement on the Egyptians illustrates the seriousness nature of sin and how God deals 
with it severely.  God doesn’t turn a blind eye to sin—He judges sin and meets it with His fierce 
wrath.!



God had warned that judgment was coming upon the Egyptians, and here we see God keeping 
His promise.  Each of the nine preceding plagues were the beginning of birth pains, for the 
severest judgment came in the form of this tenth plague that involved the death of the firstborn 
in every home.!

In ancient times, the firstborn child held much responsibility and was given some wonderful 
privileges.  It is tragic to lose any child, but it was especially devastating to lose the firstborn 
child during this period of history.  In most cultures, firstborn sons were considered special; in 
Egypt, they were considered sacred.!

Exodus 4:22-23 - “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, Israel is My 
firstborn son, and I say to you, Let My son go that he may serve Me.  If you refuse to let 
him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.”!

Before the plagues even come, Moses had warned Pharaoh that the way he treated God’s 
firstborn would determine how God treated Egypt’s firstborn.  God’s judgment is never without 
sufficient warning.!

Pharaoh had tried to have all the Hebrew male children drowned, he and his officers had 
brutally treated the Hebrew slaves, and so by requiring the lives of the Egyptian firstborn, God 
was simply paying Pharaoh back with his own bitter currency.  God’s law of the harvest is 
always unchangeable—we reap what we sow.!

Sin leads to death!

As the destroyer visits the land that fateful night, the Bible says that all the firstborn of Egypt die, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the 
dungeon.  The destroyer was no respecter of persons.!

Warren Wiersbe - “When you read the book of Genesis, you learn that God often rejected the 
firstborn son and chose the next son to carry on the family line and receive God’s special 
blessing.  God chose Abel, and then Seth, but not Cain; He chose Shem, not Japheth; Isaac, 
not Ishmael; and Jacob, not Esau.  These choices not only magnify God’s sovereign grace, but 
they are a symbolic way of saying that our first birth is not accepted by God.”!

The firstborn represents man’s very best, and man’s very best is never good enough for a holy 
God.  Because of our first birth, we inherit the sinful nature of Adam.  Thus, we must experience 



a second birth, a spiritual birth, if we are to be accepted by God.  Jesus told Nicodemus that 
only those who are born again inherit the kingdom of God.!

Those who are born again escape the second death.  I’ve heard it expressed this way: “Born 
once, die twice; born twice, die once.”!

Revelation 2:11 - “The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.”!

Though death comes to the firstborn of Egypt, no mention is made of a single death occurring 
among the people of Israel.  Covered by the blood of the lamb, God’s people were safe.  Unless 
you are covered by the blood of Christ, you are totally unprepared for death when it comes, and 
you don’t know when that time will be.!

Before his death in 1981, American writer William Saroyan telephoned in to the Associated 
Press this final observation about his life: “Everybody has got to die, but I have always believed 
an exception would be made in my case.”  Far too many people live with that mentality.!

The truth that God judges sin and that sin leads to death should motivate us with a godly fear.  
Those of us in Christ have no fear of judgment or wrath, but this attribute of God should provoke 
awe of Him in our hearts.  He is holy and just, and as such, He is the rightful Judge of mankind 
who is worthy of our worship. !

3. The worshiper remembers the STRENGTH of God’s hand!

“Then Moses said to the people, Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this place…And it shall 
be to you as a sign on your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the law of the Lord 
may be in your mouth.  For with a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt.”!

God brought judgment on Egypt, but true to His word, He led the people of Israel out of Egypt 
with a strong and mighty hand.  In fact, promises were fulfilled that night that had been made to 
Abraham several centuries earlier.!

Genesis 15:13-14 - “Then the Lord said to Abram, Know for certain that your offspring 
will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be 
afflicted for four hundred years.  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, 
and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.”!



Verse 36 says that Israel plundered the Egyptians, which was evidence of God’s hand at work in 
the situation keeping His promises that He made to Abraham.  God was working on behalf of 
His people.!

1 Kings 8:56 - “There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He promised 
through His servant Moses.”!

Israel’s exodus from Egypt is mentioned all throughout Scripture and upheld as a perpetual 
reminder of God’s power demonstrated on behalf of His people.  Our worship will be passionate 
when we realize that it was with His strong hand that the Lord has brought us out of bondage. !

R.G. Lee - “And the only way I know for any man…to escape the sinner’s payday…is through 
Christ Jesus, who took the sinner’s place upon the Cross, becoming for all sinners all that God 
must judge, that sinners through faith in Christ Jesus might become all that God cannot judge.” !

God did not want His people to ever forget that the price of their salvation was by the strength of 
His hand and not their own.!

Worship demands that we remember and not be forgetful.  We ought to remember:!

• the salvation of God’s people!

• the seriousness of God’s judgment!

• the strength of God’s hand


