
“When Jesus Returns”!
Mark 13:24-37!

In the far northwestern corner of Italy, on the Italian Riviera, there is a little seaside town named 
Portofino.  The town of Portofino is world renown for its lavish and rich landscape and its Old 
World architecture.  The town is clustered around its small harbor and it known for colorfully 
painted buildings that line the shore.  Though it is now a resort town, in its day, it was a bustling 
fishing village.  It was here off of the Italian coast that shell fishers would dive for mussels and 
clams and deep sea fishing boats were often anchored in the harbor.  One of the most famous 
statues in all of Italy is located in Portofino, though you won’t find on any street.  Nor will you 
find it in a museum.  If you want to see it, you’ll have to dive to the bottom of the bay.  The 
statue is buried 57 feet underwater.  The statue is called Christ of the Abyss.  It is a 9-ft statue of 
Christ that was made by an Italian sculptor who intentionally had it placed in the harbor in order 
to provide fishermen and scuba divers.  The statue is a depiction of Christ looking up to the sky 
with open arms as a sign of peace.!

Thousands of tourists visit Portofino each year, enjoying its beauty and warm Mediterranean 
climate, yet only a handful have ever made the dive to see the famed statue the city is known 
for.!

Now with all due respect to Italian artists, when Jesus comes again to earth, He will not be 
known as the Christ of the Abyss, nor will He be concealed or confined to a place of 
nonobservance.  His return will be very visible, and every eye will see Him as the Lord of glory 
that He rightfully is.!

Revelation 1:7 - “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even 
those who pierced Him, and all the trebles of the earth will wail on account of Him.  Even 
so, Amen.”!

No prophecy of Scripture is spoken of with more frequency than the visible return of Jesus 
Christ who is coming to usher in His messianic kingdom upon the earth.  In fact, consider:!

• In Scripture, 62 out of 66 books contain prophetic information (94%); exceptions are Ruth, 
Song of Solomon, Philemon, 3 John!

• In the Bible, there are 31,124 verses and 8,352 of them refer to prophetic issues (27%)!



• In God’s Word, of those 8,352 prophetic verses there are 1,845 of those verses that refer to 
Christ’s second coming (22%)!

• All nine authors of the New Testament mention the second coming of Jesus Christ—
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, writer of Hebrews, James, Peter, and Jude!

• Next to the subject of faith/salvation, the theme of Christ’s second coming is the most 
prominent in the New Testament!

• Out of the 27 books of the New Testament, only 3 do not mention the second coming of 
Jesus (Philemon, 2 John, 3 John)!

• Of the approximately 333 specific biblical prophecies dealing with Christ’s two advents, 1/3 
deal with His first coming while 2/3 deal with His second coming!

The Bible frequently tells us of the visible, literal return of Jesus.!

Just as the Son of God came the first time to be born of a virgin in Bethlehem and die on the 
cross and be raised from the dead, so also will He come again.  With regard to the first coming 
of Jesus, what was prophetic became historic.  And with regard to His second coming, what is 
now prophetic will one day be historic.!

All true prophecy eventually becomes true history.!

Before we get into the text, I think it is important to acknowledge an unfortunate fact.  For a lot of 
brothers and sisters in the church, the subject of Christ’s return seems theoretical and irrelevant 
to one’s daily life.  Perhaps this is why it is given so little attention in our day.!

The truth of the matter is that the subject of the second coming is very practical in the lives of 
Christ’s followers.  It is to be our focus and our hope in this life.!

Titus 2:11-14 - “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing 
of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession who are zealous for good works.”!



Erwin Lutzer - “When Paul began a church, filled with new believers, he taught them about the 
return of Jesus.  For this church planter, prophecy was the heartbeat of his life and ministry.  So 
we should not be surprised that when he founded the church…he taught them to look forward to 
Christ’s return.  He knew that a focus on the return of Christ would keep the congregation pure 
and courageous.” !

The truth of Christ’s return serves as a reminder to us that the rightful and true King is coming 
again to lay claim to what is rightfully His.  In a world that is filled with confusion and chaos, 
immorality and injustice, the Word of God says that Jesus Christ is coming again to right every 
wrong.  Three important truths about His return are:!

1.  His return will be in POWER and glory!

“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  
And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  And then 
He will send out the angels and gather His elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven.”!

The key words in the text to offer some prophetic insight as to the timing of this event are seen 
in the phrase, “…after that tribulation.”  As in after the time of tribulation that Jesus has already 
described in the preceding verses of the Olivet Discourse, as in the final time of human history 
during which antichrist and his wicked system will be judged.  Once that time comes to a close, 
Jesus Christ will be revealed in great power and glory for a horrified world to behold.!

The book of Revelation gives much attention to this truth.  In fact, this is why it is referred to as 
the Revelation, for it is the book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  The word ‘Revelation’ means 
unveiling, and it is reference to the unveiling of God’s Son in all His glory.!

Revelation 1:1 - “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His 
servants the things that must soon take place.”!

The word is ‘apokalupsis,’ from which we get the word apocalypse, and it literally means to take 
the cover off, to uncover, to unveil, to reveal.  This word is used some 18 times in the New 
Testament, and when it is used of a person, it always indicates that he becomes visible.  
Revelation is truth becoming visible.!



The word is first used in the New Testament in the gospel of Luke where the Bible tells us of a 
devout and righteous man named Simeon.  It had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the Messiah.  !

Upon seeing the infant Jesus in the temple, he says:!

Luke 2:29-32 - “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your 
word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”!

Simeon is referring to a person who is now made visible, a reference to the shining forth of the 
Messiah to the nations.!

1 Corinthians 1:7 - “…as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”!

1 Peter 1:7 - “…so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold 
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”!

What Jesus says about His return is what John writes in Revelation, that when He comes again, 
He will be unveiled in all His power and majesty and glory.  The last image that the world will 
have of Jesus Christ is not one of humiliation, but one of exaltation.!

Notice that Jesus mentions some dreadful events that will accompany His unveiling to the whole 
wide world.!

• the sun will be darkened and the moon will refuse to shine (v. 24)!

• the stars will fall from their place in the solar system (v. 25)!

• the Son of Man will be seen as He comes in clouds of glory (v. 26)!

• the sending forth of angelic beings to gather His elect (v. 27)!

The unveiling of Christ will be ushered in with cataclysmic and catastrophic events.  This is the 
same message of the Old Testament prophets who foretold of the coming “Day of the Lord.”!



Joel 2:30-31 - “I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.”!

Isaiah 13:9-10 - “Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to 
make the land a desolation and to destroy sinners from it.  For the stars of the heavens 
and their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the 
moon will not shed its light.”!

The seal judgments of Revelation echo this same truth, that the solar system and all creation 
will convulse at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  !

Matthew 24:30 - “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.”!

 Zechariah 12:9-10 - “And on that day I will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem.  And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on Me, on Him 
whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only child, and 
weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.” !

The last time that the world saw Jesus, He was hanging on a blood soaked cross, writhing in 
pain and agony.  He appeared to be a total failure—without power, without honor, without glory, 
a King without a kingdom.  But not the next time.!

The next glimpse that the world will have of Jesus Christ, much to their utter astonishment, they 
will discover that the One who appears in great power and glory bears the wounds that they 
themselves have inflicted.  The world will see the wounds in His hands and feet, while at the 
same time, seeing the crown of glory upon His snow white head.  They’ll see the fire in His eyes 
and will mourn.!

The apostle Paul tells the Thessalonian church that the majesty of Christ’s second coming will 
be so glorious and powerful that He will destroy the antichrist and his godless system:!

2 Thessalonians 2:8 - “…whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and 
bring to nothing by the appearance of His coming.”!



John writes about this with vivid detail in Revelation 19:11-21.  Christ returns in glory and 
destroys the armies of the antichrist.  The rebellion of man will have reached its zenith and all 
rebellion will be put down at the unveiling of Christ.!

2.  His return will be in fulfillment of His PROMISE!

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its 
leaves, you know that summer is near.  So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that He is near, at the very gates.  Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place.  Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass 
away.”!

Jesus simply uses a pattern from nature to illustrate the point to His disciples that His coming 
will be preceded with signs that point to His arrival.  When trees begin to put forth their leaves, 
everyone knows that summer is near.!

In a similar way, as history unfold and it becomes apparent that the world is heading toward the 
conditions Jesus has described in this passage, then we can be sure that His coming is near.  
The trend of world events is the guarantee that He has been telling us the truth about the future.  
History will confirm the words of Jesus because the words of Jesus are true and trustworthy.!

When one surveys the current landscape of the world, one can’t help but notice that perhaps the 
fig tree is beginning to put forth leaves:!

• The Jews have been back in the land of Israel since May 14, 1948!

• The enemies of Israel seem to be circling and beating their war drums of terror!

• The world seems to be growing more united in its concerted rebellion against the God of 
Scripture!

“This Generation” - a reference to Israel!

Those nations that have enslaved, attacked, and persecuted the Jews have always ended up 
on the ash heap of human history—yet the Jewish people somehow survive.!

Many spiritually discerning believers sense that we are standing on the very precipice of human 
history, anxiously awaiting the return of our Lord at any moment.  Though the skies will one day 



fold up like a scroll, and though the stars will one day fall from the sky, and though heaven and 
earth pass away—Jesus says His words will never pass away.!

Jesus says that His words are more durable than the unchanging patterns of creation.  His 
return is more certain than the most certain things in life, more certain than the sunrise, more 
durable than the universe itself, more trustworthy than the laws of nature.  The earth will stop 
spinning in its orbit before the words of Jesus fail.  He has promised to return, and of that we 
can be sure.!

3.  His return will be on His Father’s PREDETERMINED schedule!

“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard, keep awake.  For you do not know when the time will 
come.”!

For centuries, men have speculated and foolishly tried to set dates for the Lord’s return.  It goes 
all the way back to the days of early Christianity.  In the second century, there was a group of 
people known as the Montanists who were convinced that Jesus would come back to Asia Minor 
in their lifetime.!

A man by the name of Edgar Whisenant wrote a book years ago that was entitled, “88 Reasons 
Why The Rapture Will Happen in 1988.”  When it didn’t happen, he chalked it up to a 
miscalculation and wrote another book, “89 Reasons Why The Rapture Will Happen in 1989.”!

All of this is foolish sensationalism.  Setting dates for the return of Jesus is:!

• utterly senseless!

• outright sinful!

• poor stewardship!

Jesus has told us that no person knows the day or the hour of His return.  Instead, He 
commands us to live with a sense of readiness.!

We must WORK until Jesus returns!

“It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each 
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.”!



We have a responsibility as believers to share the gospel with our neighbors and to make 
disciples of the nations.  We’ve been entrusted with must, and we will be called upon to one day 
give an accountability of our stewardship.!

We must WATCH until Jesus returns!

“Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—lest He come suddenly 
and find you asleep.  And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”!

David Jeremiah tells the following story about Wendy Zoba, an editor for Christianity Today, who 
once wrote about something that happened involving her son Benjamin when he was very 
young:!

“Benjamin had heard more than one sermon about receiving the Lord Jesus Christ.  And the 
little guy certainly seemed well tuned to the heart of God.  He was a kind, unselfish little boy and 
old enough to grasp the meaning of giving his heart to Christ.  But when asked about it, he kept 
repeating that he just wasn’t ready.  All of this troubled Benjamin’s father.  Why did his son resist 
talking about this crucial matter?  And then came a morning when the family sat around the 
kitchen table eating their cereal and little Ben announced he was ready to give his life to Christ.  
He got up from the table and went upstairs.  Benjamin’s mom and dad looked at each other and 
decided they’d better follow.  As they opened the door to his room, they expected to find their 
boy on his knees in prayer.  Instead, they found him folding his Star Wars pajamas in his little 
Sesame Street suitcase.  “Benjamin,” his dad said, “what are you doing?”  “I’m packing,” he 
replied.  “Why are you packing?”  “Because I’m going to heaven.’”!

Don’t you want to live with that kind of faith?  I want to be ready for Jesus to come, so much so 
that I have my bags packed.!

C.S. Lewis - “I wonder whether people who ask God to interfere openly and directly in our world 
quite realize what it will be like when He does.  When that happens, it is the end of the world.  
When the author walks onto the stage, the play is over…It will be too late then to choose your 
side.  There is no use saying you choose to lie down when it has become impossible to stand 
up.  That will not be the time for choosing.  It will be the time when we discover which side we 
really have chosen.” 


