
“Worship in the Holy Place”!
Exodus 25:23-40; 30:1-10!

The tabernacle in the Old Testament was the most unique and remarkable structure that 
has ever been built.  Its blueprints were given by God Himself, and it was built according 
to a divine pattern that was revealed to Moses.  The tabernacle was unique in the sense 
that it was the only place on the planet where God met man.!

It was central to worship in the nation of Israel, being located at the very center of their 
camp.  Israel was central among the nations.  The Scripture devoted to the construction 
and purpose of the tabernacle points us to Jesus Christ and His finished work.!

The tabernacle complex consisted of three components:!

• the outer court!

• the holy place!

• the holy of holies!

Seven articles of furniture were contained in the tabernacle, two in the outer court, three 
in the holy place, and two in the holy of holies.  Each of these pieces of furniture and the 
priestly duties that accompanied them teach us a foundational principle about God and 
how we approach Him through Jesus Christ.!

The worshiper who came to the gate of the tabernacle first encountered the altar that 
was located just inside the entrance.  A sacrifice was offered on behalf of the worshiper 
as an innocent substitute took the place of the sinner so that the sinner could have 
access to God’s presence.  This is a picture of the worshiper’s justification in Christ.!

Romans 3:23-25 - “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith.”!

Between the altar and the sanctuary was the second piece of furniture, the bronze 
washbasin, where the priests would wash their hands and their feet on a regular basis.  



Before they could minister in the sanctuary or offer sacrifice on the altar, they had to 
wash themselves in the water.  This is a picture of the worshiper’s sanctification in 
Christ.!

2 Corinthians 7:1 - “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to 
completion in the fear of God.”!

Having already seen what worship in the outer court involved, I want us to consider 
worship in the holy place as the priest actually entered the sanctuary and ministered in 
the presence of God.  There were three articles of furniture in the holy place, the first of 
two chambers within the actual tabernacle tent.!

• the table of showbread!

• the lampstand!

• the altar of incense!

These three items, as well as the responsibilities of the priests who ministered in the 
holy place, teach us three principles of corporate worship.!

1.  The Table of Showbread—FEEDING on the Word (Exodus 25:23-30)!

“You shall make a table of acacia wood.  Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its 
breadth, and a cubit and a half its height.  You shall overlay it with pure gold and make a 
molding of gold around it.  And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth wide, and 
a molding of gold around the rim.  And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and 
fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs.  Close to the frame the rings shall lie, 
as holders for the poles to carry the table.  You shall make the poles of acacia wood, 
and overlay them with gold, and the table shall be carried with these.  And you shall 
make its plates and dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which to pour 
drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold.  And you shall eat the bread of the 
Presence on the table before Me regularly.”!



Specific design!

The table of showbread was located just inside the tent of meeting and stood to the right 
of the priest who entered in.  It was made of acacia wood and was overlaid with pure 
gold.  It was not a large table, for it was only three feet long, one and a half feet wide, 
and just over two feet high.  !

The table had a golden crown or molding around the outer edge, and this would have 
served the purpose of keeping the bread on the table so it would not fall off and become 
defiled.!

There were four golden rings, two on each side of the table, through which were poles 
made of wood of overlaid with gold.  This is how the table would have been carried by 
the priests when they were moving from camp to camp.!

Israel was always moving!!

Scripture refers to this table by using several different names:!

• the table (Ex. 25:27, 30)!

• the table of the Presence (Num. 4:7)!

• the table of pure gold (Lev. 24:6)!

• the golden table for the bread of the Presence (1 Kings 7:48)!

What made the table so important was what was to be kept upon it—the Bread of 
Presence.!

The priests were instructed to place twelve fresh loaves of bread upon the table each 
Sabbath.!

Leviticus 24:5-9 - “You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it…and 
you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the table of pure gold before the 
Lord.  And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the 
bread as a memorial portion as a food offering to the Lord.  Every Sabbath day 



Aaron shall arrange it before the Lord regularly; it is from the people of Israel as a 
covenant forever.  And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a 
holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of the Lord’s food offerings, 
a perpetual due.” !

Significant purpose!

The bread was for the priests, not for God.  He is perfectly self-existent and does not 
need bread to survive.  He does not need what we can give Him, but we need what He 
can give us.  The bread of Presence was symbolic of God’s provision for His people.  
He is more than capable of meeting our every need.!

The bread that was continually on the table was a reminder that God’s presence is 
sufficient for the needs of His people.  Israel’s needs were ever before Him.  It meant 
that not only did God see their need, but He provided for their needs.!

It is a picture of the worshiper’s need for daily bread.!

The bread upon the table also spoke of God’s fellowship with His people.  He provides 
for us, and we enjoy fellowship with Him through Jesus.!

Just like everything else in the tabernacle, the table and the bread that is on it points us 
to a unique ministry of Jesus Christ.  He is the One who satisfies the hungry soul.!

John 6:35 - “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.”!

John 6:51 - “I am the living bread that comes down from heaven.  If anyone eats 
of this bread, he will live forever.  And the bread that I will give for the life of the 
world is My flesh.”!

How does God provide bread for His people?  He has given to us the bread of life, the 
very Word of God.  His Word sustains us as worshipers in the wilderness of this life.  
The bread is a picture of the centrality of God’s Word in worship.!



Matthew 4:4 - “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God.”!

The bread was the only thing placed on the table as food for the priests.  There were 
none of the world’s empty delicacies to be found in the sanctuary—only the Bread of 
Presence.!

M.R. DeHaan - “Instead of believers coming together to fellowship around the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, without all the extraneous paraphernalia, and just to 
feed on His Word, we have too often turned our services into carnival.  The Word has 
been pushed aside into second place…The assembly of the saints should be first of all 
a time of worship and devotion and feeding and feasting upon the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and not a matter of shallow entertainment.” !

You can’t substitute cotton candy for bread!!

The Word of God is central to worship.  We gather for the purpose of being washed, 
transformed, and satisfied by Scripture.  We gather around the table!!

2.  The Golden Lampstand—WALKING in the Light (Exodus 25:31-40)!

“You shall make a lampstand of pure gold.  The lamp stand shall be made of hammered 
work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it.  
And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lamp stand 
out of one side of it and three branches of the lamp stand out of the other side of it; 
three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and 
three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch
—so for the six branches going out of the lamp stand.  And on the lamp stand itself 
there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, and 
a calyx of one piece with it under under each pair of the six branches going out from the 
lamp stand.  Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of 
it a single piece of hammered work of pure gold.  You shall make seven lamps for it.  
And the lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it.  Its tongs and 
their trays shall be of pure gold.  It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent 



of pure gold.  And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being 
shown you on the mountain.”!

Worship involves feeding on the Word, and it also involves walking in the light.  Jesus 
Christ is our sustenance, and He is also our sight.!

The tabernacle was a tent that was made up of various materials that were four layers 
thick.  They were so thick, in fact, that no outside light could penetrate it.  There were no 
windows or openings for natural light, so you can imagine how dark it must have been 
on the inside.  There would have been nothing but total darkness if God had not made 
His own light to shine in the darkness.!

God’s design involved light that came from a golden lampstand made up of seven 
lamps.  It was made out of a single talent of pure gold, which would have weighed 
around 75 pounds.  The lampstand had once central shaft that broadened out at the 
bottom into a base.  There were six branches that spread outward from the main shaft, 
three on each side.  !

The lamp stand was very ornate, having been carefully crafted and elaborately 
decorated with golden images of almond blossoms and fruit.  In a sense, it was 
intended to convey the imagery of a tree.!

What symbolic significance did the lampstand have for God’s people?  We learn from 
the lampstand that in God’s presence there is both light and life in a world of darkness 
and death.!

We often sing this truth at Christmas as it is illustrated in the hymn, “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing,” by Charles Wesley.  One of the stanzas in that hymn says:!

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!!
Light and life to all He brings,!
Ris’n with healing in His wings:!
Mild He lays His glory by,!



Born that man no more may die;!
Born to raise the sons of earth;!
Born to give them second birth.!

Wesley intended for the hymn to convey the truth that Jesus Christ is the embodiment 
of both light and life.!

John 1:4-5 - “In Him was LIFE, and the life was the LIGHT of men.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”!

The imagery of life is seen in the buds and almond blossoms that were ornately 
decorated into to golden lamp stand.  It was reminiscent of the tree of life that was in the 
garden of Eden.!

John Currid - “It signifies life, continued existence and productivity for the people of 
God as they stand before Him.  In one sense, then, the lamp stand is a metaphor for the 
tree of life that was in the Garden of Eden.  God gives life to His people.”!

Jesus is our Life:!

John 3:15 - “Whoever believes in Him may have eternal LIFE.”!

John 6:40 - “Everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him has eternal 
LIFE.”!

John 10:10 - “I have come that you might have LIFE.”!

John 14:6 - “I am the way, the truth, and the LIFE.”!

The lamp stand had practical significance of providing light for the priests who 
ministered in the sanctuary.  The tabernacle was God’s dwelling place with His people, 
and the glowing light from the lamp stand helped to show that He was home.!

1 John 1:5 - “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.”!

Psalm 27:1 - “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord 
is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”!



Numbers 8 tells us that the light from the lamp stand was to be directed toward the table 
and the altar, thereby enabling the priests to see what they were doing as they carried 
out their duties.!

This is a beautiful picture of the light that Jesus shines on the truth of God’s Word.  It is 
all about Him.  The Holy Spirit illuminates the believer’s mind and provides light and 
insight into God’s Word and points us to faith in God’s Son.  Worship in the light of the 
gospel is all about Christ, not about us.!

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 - “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who 
are perishing.  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God.  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, 
who said, Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”!

Instruction for the oil in the lamp is seen in Exodus 27:20-21.  The people were to bring 
fresh oil to the priests, and the priests were charged with the responsibility of keeping 
the wicks trimmed and the lights burning.!

Shine on, Light of the world, helping men to find their way!  Jesus is the Light of the 
world!  Shine through me, Light of the world!!

Some people don’t want to surrender their lives to the light of Jesus Christ.  This is 
because men love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.!

Illus. of Navy ship vs. Lighthouse!

Matthew 5:14-16 - “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and 
it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven.”!



Jesus is ascended to the right hand of the Father, and the world does not see Him.  The 
only way for the world to see Him is to see Him in and through our lives as the church.!

How bright does the light of the lampstand shine in your life?!

3.  The Altar of Incense—PRAYING in the Spirit (Exodus 30:1-10)!

“You shall make an altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it of acacia wood.  A 
cubit shall be its length, and a cubit its breadth.  It shall be square, and two cubits shall 
be its height.  Its horns shall be of one piece with it.  You shall overlay it with pure gold, 
its top and around its sides and its horns.  And you shall make a molding of gold around 
it.  And you shall make two golden rings for it.  Under its molding on two opposite sides 
of it you shall make them, and they shall be holders for poles with which to carry it.  You 
shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold.  And you shall put it in 
front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is 
above the testimony, where I will meet with you.  And Aaron shall burn fragrant incense 
on it.  Every morning when he dresses the lamps he shall burn it, and when Aaron sets 
up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the Lord 
throughout your generations.  You shall not offer unauthorized incense on it, or a burnt 
offering, or a grain offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it.  Aaron shall 
make atonement on its horns once a year.  With the blood of the sin offering of 
atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year throughout your generations.  
It is most holy to the Lord.”!

Worship in the holy place involved the table of showbread, a picture of the believer who 
feeds on the Word.  It involved the lampstand, a picture of walking in the light of Christ.  
The last piece of furniture in the holy place was the golden altar of incense, a picture of 
prayer and intercession.!

The golden altar of incense occupied the central position in the holy place.  It was 
located between the table of showbread and the lamp stand, standing directly in front of 
the veil and the ark of the covenant that was within the holy of holies.  The incense altar 
was located in front of the ark of the covenant behind the veil, which was God’s throne 



on earth.  In other words, the altar was oriented toward the place of God’s manifest 
presence.!

When the priests stood at the altar of incense, they were standing directly in front of 
God.  It was upon this altar that the priest offered a continual offering of incense upon 
coals that were taken from the bronze altar that was in the outer court.  This was a holy 
act of worship to be taken seriously.!

Philip Ryken - “Burning incense on the golden altar was part of the priests’ daily 
routine.  Every morning they tended the golden lamp stand, trimming the wicks and 
replenishing the oil.  At the same time they would burn fragrant incense on the altar.  
This routine was repeated at nightfall, when the priests relit their lamps and made a 
fresh offering of incense.  This was a perpetual part of priestly worship, something the 
priests did morning by morning and evening after evening, from generation to 
generation.”!

Exodus 30:9-10 explains how the priests were not free to use this altar any way that 
they wanted.  They could not offer unauthorized incense or other offerings on it.  The 
two sons of Aaron named Nadab and Abihu serve as an example of the seriousness of 
worship.  Leviticus 10 records how they offered “strange fire” or unauthorized fire on the 
altar, and were judged for it.!

The coals that were placed on the incense altar were carried with tongs from the bronze 
altar in the outer court.  The priest would then ignite the incense by sprinkling it upon the 
coals.!

Offering incense was symbolic of intercessory prayer.  This theme is frequently seen in 
other places throughout God’s Word.  David spoke of incense representing prayer:!

Psalm 141:1-2 - “O Lord, I call upon You; hasten to me!  Give ear to my voice 
when I call to You!  Let my prayer be counted as incense before You, and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!”!



Before any incense could be offered, the golden altar had to be consecrated with 
sacrificial blood.  On the Day of Atonement, after the High Priest sprinkled blood on the 
mercy seat in the Holy of Holies, he would then sprinkle blood on the altar of incense.  It 
illustrates that our prayers are not acceptable unless our sins have been forgiven.  
Thus, there was a connection between what happened on the bronze altar in the outer 
court and the golden altar in the sanctuary.!

What secures a place for us before the throne of God is the atoning sacrifice that was 
made for our sins.  Jesus is our faithful High Priest who ever lives to make intercession 
for us.!

Hebrews 4:16 - “Let us therefore come bold to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”!

The Bible says that those of us who are in Christ are now a kingdom of priests.  The 
holy place within the tabernacle shows us that worship for us as New Testament priests 
involves feeding on the word, walking in the light, and praying in the spirit. !

Worship in the holy place shows us that:!

• Jesus is our sustenance in a barren place; He sees and satisfies my every need!

• Jesus is our light in a dark world; He gives me light!

• Jesus is our intercessor before the throne; He hears and answers my prayer!


