
“The Gift of Gratitude”
2 Corinthians 9:1-15

I remember hearing the story about some school children who were waiting in line at the 
cafeteria during their lunch period.  As they were filing by, there on the counter top was 
a large pile of apples.  One of the teachers had written out a little note and attached it to 
the apple tray.  The note said, “Take only one.  God is watching!”  Moving further down 
the lunch line, at the other end of the counter there was a large tray full of chocolate 
chip cookies, to which a child had attached a note that said, “Take all you want!  God is 
watching the apples!”

There are times I wonder whether or not we approach God in a compartmentalized way 
that is willing to serve Him in some areas of our life, but other areas are off limits.  The 
subject of giving and generosity may indeed be one of those areas.  However, how I 
respond to this subject in my life is a matter of:

• Lordship

• Stewardship

• Discipleship

The most comprehensive passage in the New Testament that relates to giving within the 
local church is found in 2 Corinthians 8-9.  Paul mentions the example and ethics of 
giving in chapter 8.  He mentions the efficiency and enrichment of giving here in chapter 
9.  He has mentioned the generosity of grace and the giving of God in chapter 8.  Now 
in chapter 9, he mentions the gift of gratitude that would be given by the church.

What does this passage reveal about the nature of the gift that is given in gratitude? 

1.  Given with a Willful PREPARATION (9:1-5)

“Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry of the saints, for I know 
your readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that 
Achaia has been ready since last year.  And your zeal has stirred up most of them.  But 



I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this 
matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be.  Otherwise, if some 
Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated--to 
say nothing of you--for being so confident.  So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, 
so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.” 

They were to be READY

Paul commends the church for its readiness no less than five times in these verses.

“Readiness” - eagerness or willingness to engage in something

Their readiness to give is a testimony to Paul’s leadership.  He had written the church 
and had sent other leaders to the church with specific instructions.  Things were not 
thrown together at the last minute.  Paul wanted things to be done with efficiency.

1 Corinthians 14:40 - “Let all things be done decently and in order.”

These chapters from the Corinthian letters point out that Paul had a three-fold method 
for raising money for ministry from the churches.  They were ready because Paul gave:

1) Spiritual Indoctrination

He lays the groundwork for giving in these chapters by showing the biblical precedent.  
He doesn’t emphasize the WHAT without first emphasizing the WHY behind it.

Stephen Olford - “Paul teaches that giving to God should be more than an emotional 
exercise; it should be the expression of a theological conviction.”

When we emphasize giving to the neglect of the scriptural motive behind it, we miss out 
on an opportunity to disciple people in this important area of the Christian life.

2) Pastoral Communication

“Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints...”



He had already written to the Corinthian church about the nature of giving, and now he 
does the same thing again.  He is reflecting the heart of a pastor who is giving God’s 
people much needed exhortation.  He gives an example for spiritual leaders to follow to 
challenge believers in the area of giving.

3) Careful Administration

“But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty.”

Paul didn’t do everything himself or even feel that he had to.  He had a team of capable 
men who helped him with this administrative task.  Their job was to collect the gift given 
by the church and make any necessary arrangements for its transfer to the Jerusalem 
church.

Having a team of people involved in the collection demonstrates financial integrity.

They were to be RESPONSIVE

“And your zeal has stirred up most of them.”

Paul goes through great lengths to give the Corinthians biblical instruction in his letters 
to them.  Evidently, the truth resonated with their hearts and they were very responsive.  
Those in whom the Holy Spirit dwells will demonstrate such a responsiveness.  They 
desire to give and be generous.

There is a theme of eagerness to give that runs through these chapters:

• They were freely willing (8:3; 9:2; 9:5)

• They were ready (8:11; 9:2-4)

• They were determined in their hearts (9:7)

They were to be RESPONSIBLE

It had been the example of the Corinthians’ original zeal that had stirred up many of the 
Macedonians to contribute to the offering to begin with.  



Paul had used the zeal of the Corinthians to challenge the Macedonians, but now he 
was using the Macedonians to challenge the Corinthians.  A year before, the Corinthian 
church had enthusiastically boasted that they would share in the offering, but then they 
had done nothing.  Division in the church had temporarily halted the offering, and since 
the relationship with Paul had been restored, he instructs them to follow through on their 
previous commitment.

The Macedonians had followed through on their promise, and Paul was afraid that his 
boasting in the Corinthians would be in vain.  Thus, he is calling on them to be 
responsible to follow through in their commitment.

2.  Given from a Cheerful PERSPECTIVE (9:6-10)

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you 
may abound in every good work.  As it is written, He has distributed freely, he has given 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.  He who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness.” 

“Cheerful” - word is ‘hilaros’ and is the same word we get ‘hilarious’ from

It speaks of a gladness that comes as the result of being in right relationship with God.  
What is that leads one to be a cheerful giver?  We’ll give joyfully when we understand:

God MOTIVATES our resolve (v. 6-7)

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

The motive behind our giving is gratitude to God for all that He is and all that He has 
done.  Such a motive results in giving with generosity or sowing bountifully.  It is a 



determination in one’s heart that is not reluctant, nor does it come from a mere sense of 
duty.

“Reluctantly” - state of unhappiness marked by regret; speaks of hesitation 

“Compulsion” - seen as only a necessary obligation

Paul uses the illustration of a farmer who is scattering seed to describe the way 
believers are to give.  He doesn’t scatter sparingly if he desires to be blessed.  Instead, 
he scatters bountifully.

Warren Wiersbe - “Motive makes absolutely no difference to the farmer!  If he sows 
good seed and has good weather, he will reap a harvest whether he is working for profit, 
pleasure, or pride.  It makes no difference how he plans to use the money that he earns, 
the harvest will probably come just the same.  But not so with the Christian: motive in 
giving (or in any other activity) is vitally important.  Our giving must come from the heart, 
and the motive in the heart must please God.  We must not be “sad givers” who give 
grudgingly, or “mad givers” who give because we have to (“of necessity”); but we should 
be “glad givers” who cheerfully share what we have because we have experienced the 
grace of God.”

God MEETS our requirements (v. 8-9)

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work.  As it is written, He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.”

God gives us what we need so that we can give.  Think of it--God gives to us so that we 
can give to Him!  He makes His grace about to us so that we have:

• all sufficiency

• in all things

• at all times



Through Jesus Christ, we can have the adequacy to meet the demands of life.  This is a 
great encouragement to us as believers!

This is so that we may abound in every good work.  God’s commandments are also His 
enablements.  He gives us the grace and ability to do what He says.

God MULTIPLIES our resources (v. 10)

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.”

The one who sows sparingly reaps sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully reaps 
bountifully.  God blesses and multiplies what we give to Him in worship. 

Luke 6:38 - “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the 
same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

I have never missed what I have given away!  However, times in which I have been 
selfish and have focused on ways to keep rather than ways to give, I have noticed an 
obvious struggle.

The OT prophet Haggai confronted God’s people because of such unwillingness:  

Haggai 1:5-6 - “Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways!  
You have sown much, and bring in little; You eat, but do not have enough; You 
drink, but you are not filled with drink; You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm; 
And he who earns wages, earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”

The people were working harder, but what they had didn’t seem to go very far.  They 
had neglected the Lord and their priorities were out of order.  The result was frustration 
and spiritual stagnation.

3.  Given for a Useful PURPOSE (9:11-15)



“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will 
produce thanksgiving to God.  For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.  By their 
approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes 
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the 
surpassing grace of God upon you.  Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!”

Within these verses, Paul mentions a two-fold purpose in the offering to be received:

The purpose of MEETING a need

Paul is very clear in his communication of the purpose of the offering that would be 
given by the church.  The purpose involved:

• Relief of the saints (8:4)

• Ministry for the saints (9:1)

• Ministry of this service (9:12)

• Needs of the saints (9:12)

• Contribution for them and for all others (9:13)

Such a gift would serve as evidence of their compassion and concern.  It would reflect 
an attitude of Christ-like imitation and selflessness.

The story is told of a rabbi who took a wealthy, albeit discontent, man to a window and 
asked him what he saw.  The man replied, “I see other people--men, women, and 
children.”  Then the rabbi took the man to a mirror and asked him what he saw.  “I see 
only myself,” the man replied.  It was then that the rabbi made his point to the man: “The 
window and the mirror are both made of glass, but when you add silver to glass you 
can’t see anyone but yourself.”



There exists this danger in the Christian life of having so much “silver” that we lose 
touch with the needs around us and focus only on ourselves.

v. 11 - “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way...”

What if God has blessed you so that you can be a blessing to those around you?  I find 
it hard to believe that God gives to us so that we can keep for ourselves.  The one who 
has much will be accountable for much.  When you compare the average American to 
the majority of the world’s inhabitants, it quickly becomes obvious that we have been 
given much.

Thomas A Kempis - “Let temporal things serve your use, but the eternal be the object 
of your desire.”

The purpose of GLORIFYING God

“For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also 
overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.”

In other words, God is being glorified on both ends of the offering.  He is glorified in the 
lives of those who generously give it, as well as those who will gratefully receive it.

1 Corinthians 10:31 - “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

Can you say that God is glorified through the giving pattern of your life?

v. 13 - “By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your 
submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the 
generosity of your contribution for them and for all others.”

Often, many Jewish believers would be suspicious of Gentile converts.  There was a 
difficulty in the Jewish mind for them to believe that the faith of the Gentiles was 
genuine, especially those who lived in a city like Corinth that was known for its rampant 
immorality and debauchery.  



The sacrificial gift of the Corinthians would be a tangible demonstration of love for their 
fellow believers, which would serve as proof to the Jerusalem church of the authenticity 
of their faith.

There is a SUBMISSION in giving that comes from a CONFESSION of the gospel.

Their generous participation in this offering would be a testimony of the surpassing 
grace of God upon their lives.  God was being glorified in their lives.

Paul ends this section with a doxology, an expression of gratitude to God resulting in 
praise and worship for God’s gift.

Alexander Maclaren - “Human love desires to give its most precious treasures to its 
object and is then most blessed; divine love cannot come short of human in this most 
characteristic of its manifestations.  Surely the copy is not to surpass the original, nor 
the mirror to flash more brightly than the sun which, at the brightest, it but reflects.  In 
such a matter we can but stammer when we try to find words.”

When we speak of the way that God has given to us out divine love, we cannot find 
words that are adequate enough to describe such a gift.  All we do is respond through 
inexpressible worship and gratitude.

Isaac Watts expressed this same sentiment when years ago he wrote:

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,

And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!

All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.



See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

The gift of gratitude, as an act of worship, is to be:

• Given with a willful PREPARATION

• Given from a cheerful PERSPECTIVE

• Given for a useful PURPOSE


