
“Getting Still and Learning to Wait”!
Nehemiah 2:1-8!

George Müller (1805-1898) was a Christian missionary evangelist and a coordinator of a series 
of orphanages in Bristol, England.  Through his faith and prayers, and without asking for money, 
he had the privilege of caring for over 120,000 orphan children.  He also traveled over 200,000 
miles by ship to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 42 countries and to challenge believers 
about world missions and trusting God.  Müller was a living lesson on what it means to wait for 
the Lord.!

When he was a young man, George Müller had a dream—an earnest hope that he would 
become an evangelist who would take the message of Christ to the world.  But after several 
unsuccessful attempts in his twenties to follow this career, he concluded it wasn’t in God’s will 
for him.  And so he gave up.  That is until age 67.  At this unlikely point in life, his dream finally 
materialized.  For the next twenty years—until he was 87—Muller traveled thousands of miles, 
carrying out numerous speaking engagments, and becoming one of the nineteenth century’s 
foremost Christian statesmen.  His journals and autobiography record the many ways that God 
always came through in providing his needs as he learned to wait upon God.!

In these journals, Müller recorded miracle-after-miracle of God’s provision and answered prayer:!

“One morning, all the plates and cups and bowls on the table were empty. There was no food in 
the larder and no money to buy food. The children were standing, waiting for their morning 
meal, when Müller said, “Children, you know we must be in time for school.” Then lifting up his 
hands he prayed, “Dear Father, we thank Thee for what Thou art going to give us to eat.”!

There was a knock at the door.  The baker stood there, and said, “Mr. Müller, I couldn’t sleep 
last night.  Somehow I felt you didn’t have bread for breakfast, and the Lord wanted me to send 
you some.  So I got up at 2 a.m. and baked some fresh bread, and have brought it.”!

Mr. Müller thanked the baker, and no sooner had he left, when there was a second knock at the 
door.  It was the milkman.  He announced that his milk cart had broken down right in front of the 
orphanage, and he would like to give the children his cans of fresh milk so he could empty his 
wagon and repair it.”!



Waiting is a often a very hard thing to do, but especially when you are waiting upon the Lord for 
some type of breakthrough in your life.  None of us like to wait when we really need something, 
yet this seems to be the case with God’s servants:!

• Abraham and Sarah learned to wait for Isaac!

• Joseph learned to wait while in prison in the land of Egypt!

• Moses learned to wait while tending sheep in the desert!

G. Campbell Morgan - “Waiting for God is not laziness. Waiting for God is not going to sleep. 
Waiting for God is not the abandonment of effort.  Waiting for God means, first, activity under 
command; second, readiness for any new command that may come; third, the ability to do 
nothing until the command is given.”!

The work that God does on the inside of us, the work of building our faith and bringing depth to 
our character, can only be done in the waiting room of life.  God wants to do something in you 
before He will ever do something through you.  The whole point is to make us like Christ.  He 
waited on the Father for 33 years.!

Isaiah 40:31 - “But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”!

“Renew” - means to exchange weakness for strength!

Someone has said that a great motto for life is, “Look to others, and you’ll be distressed.  Look 
to yourself, and you’ll be depressed.  Look to God, and you’ll be blessed!”  It is only through 
waiting that we learn to look to God.!

From the close of chapter 1 to the beginning of chapter 2, a period of four months pass.  We are 
told that the report from Jerusalem came to Nehemiah in the month of Chislev, which 
corresponds to November/December on our calendar.  Here in chapter 2, he is given an 
opportunity to make his request known to King Artaxerxes in the month Nisan, which is March/
April on our calendar.  This is 120 days after the burden is initially laid upon his heart.  During 
this four month period, Nehemiah has spent sufficient time on his knees in seasons of prayer 
and fasting before the Lord, waiting for divine opportunity.  God didn't seem to do anything at 
first in response to Nehemiah’s prayer.!



Nehemiah is waiting upon God and seeking divine opportunity, but this does not mean he is 
passive and inactive in his faith.  Instead, he has been praying and fasting during these four 
long months between chapters 1 and 2.  He has been faithful in his responsibilities as an official 
in King Artaxerxes’ court.  During this time, God was working behind the scenes in Nehemiah’s 
life.  Even though it seemed that nothing was happening, something very important actually 
was.  God was preparing Jerusalem for Nehemiah, and He was preparing Nehemiah for 
Jerusalem. !

God was in the process of doing something in him before He would ever do anything through 
him.!

This passage teaches us that God doesn’t intend for His servants to live sheltered lives that are 
cut off from those He came to save—the prayers of faith must lead to acts of obedience.!

Sure enough, one day, the right opportunity came along for him to express the burden that had 
been on his heart for the last 120 days.!

1. The REQUEST he made (2:1-5)!

“In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I 
took up the wine and gave it to the king.  Now I had not been sad in his presence.  And the king 
said to me, ‘Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick?  This is nothing but sadness of the 
heart.’  Then I was very much afraid.  I said to the king, ‘Let the king live forever!  Why should 
not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ graves, lies in ruins, and its gates 
have been destroyed by fire?’   Then the king said to me, ‘What are you requesting?’  So I 
prayed to the God of heaven.  And I said to the king, ‘If it pleases the king, and if your servant 
has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ graves, that I 
may rebuild it.’”!

Nehemiah had been praying for the right opportunity to express his burden to King Artaxerxes.  
Specifically, he had been asking God to grant him favor in the king’s sight.  He had been fasting 
and praying and pouring his soul out before God day and night.  Up until this very moment, he 
has kept it all a private matter.!

His request was with calculation!



This was no mere coincidence.  The language of the text is such that it presents Nehemiah as 
having deliberately waited for the right time and the right opportunity to make his request to King 
Artaxerxes.!

Exodus 14:13 - “Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.”!

Ruth 3:18 - “Sit still until you know how the matter will turn out.”!

Psalm 46:10 - “Be still and know that I am God.”!

He had never before been sad in the presence of the king, and it was a serious matter for the 
king’s cupbearer to appear distraught.  !

Upon being asked about his personal appearance, Nehemiah says that became very much 
afraid.  His honesty and transparency is something that helps us identity with him, for he is a 
man of strength and weakness.  Faith doesn’t mean the absence of conflict or fear, but a strong 
sense of God’s presence in the midst of it.!

Any change in Nehemiah’s behavior or countenance would no doubt arouse suspicion from the 
king.  This is especially true when you consider the fact that twenty years prior to the events 
recorded in the book of Nehemiah, Artaxerxes’ own father had been assassinated by a trusted 
bodyguard and those who were closest to him.!

“Sadness” - troubled with evil  !

His request was from concern!

Nehemiah’s heart had been truly concerned for the remnant in Jerusalem, and this concern led 
him to pray and fast for several months.  We pray about that for which we are burdened and 
concerned.!

John White, “Excellence In Leadership” - “People pray when they are concerned.  If you 
don’t care about something, then you probably won’t pray about it.  Concern grips us when the 
Holy Spirit shows is reality—the reality of people’s needs and the reality of unseen powers.  
Switch on the light in a dark room and your feelings will promptly react to what the light 
reveals…So dryness may mean we are out of touch with reality, that we don’t really see.”!



Yet his concern also leads him to step out in faith and express his burden to King Artaxerxes.  
Though his heart was filled with terror at that point, Nehemiah stepped out in faith and confident 
trust in God.  !

At this very moment, he recognized the king’s question as the opportunity he had been waiting 
for:!

He says in verse 3, “Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers’ 
graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?”!

Keep in mind that this is the same king who, in the fourth chapter of Ezra, had stopped the work 
of rebuilding Jerusalem upon royal decree.  It was the law of the Medes and the Persians!!

His request was in confidence!

Don’t be under the impression that the true man or woman of faith is the person who is self-
assured, always has it together, and is never afraid.  Instead, it is the one who is often filled with 
fear and trembling, unsure of himself, and totally dependent upon the strength of God.  His 
confidence is not in himself—it is in Christ.!

The king asks, “What are you requesting?”  In other words, what is it that you want, Nehemiah?  
Nehemiah says, “So I prayed to the God of heaven.”  !

His prayer to the God of heaven is evidence of his faith and trust that God was working in 
Artaxerxes’ heart.  His faith is seen in that he was patient enough to wait, but he was also bold 
enough to ask.!

Martin Luther - “Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.  It is so sure and certain that 
a man could stake his life on it a thousand times.”!

Before he seeks the favor of the king, don’t forget that he had been seeking the face of God for 
four months.  I wonder what we don’t have because we had not had the faith to ask for it?!

James 4:2-3 - “You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.”!

2. The RESOURCES he was given (2:6-8a)!



“And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), ‘How long will you be gone, and when 
will you return?’  So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time.  And I said to 
the king, ‘If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond 
the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, and a letter to Asaph, the 
keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the 
fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.’”!

Though Nehemiah had been praying, it is obvious in the text that he had also been planning.  
He had thought through the project and he knew what was needed.!

John White - “Prayer is where planning starts.  Our first goal in prayer is not to get a steam 
head of power but to find out what God wants.  Planning that arises from and is the product of 
prayer is far superior to planning that is merely ‘backed by’ prayer.  The plan that is God’s plan, 
revealed by Him to those who wait on Him, is a plan that cannot fail.  Real efficiency comes 
from waiting on God.” !

Illus. of sitting down and counting the cost!

Nehemiah’s plan was something that had been revealed to him.  God had laid upon his heart 
what needed to be done.  We often submit our plans to God, and then pray.  This is to go about 
things in reverse! Nehemiah submitted himself to God through prayer, and then he was given a 
plan.  (illus. of deacons)!

Notice what he asks for from the king:!

• He needs letters of passage!

In other words, he needs all the necessary paperwork and credentials to prove to imperial 
officials that he was on special assignment.  He needed sufficient documentation and passports.!

• He needs materials for the project!

The work of rebuilding would be expensive.  Nehemiah needed to have access to the royal 
forest so he could have sufficient timber and other building materials.  By the time Nehemiah 
has finished laying out all of his requests, he has secured not only the king’s permission an 
stamp of approval that demand the cooperation from local officials around Jerusalem, but he 
has also secured royal financing!!



3. The REASON he was successful (2:8b)!

“And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.”!

After reading all that Nehemiah had secured in order to underwrite his project, someone might 
be tempted to say, “He must have been some kind of a salesman!”  Or, “He must have had one 
of those real persuasive personalities!”  But to come to such a conclusion is to totally ignore 
what the text says.!

Nehemiah himself acknowledged that the only reason for his success was the good hand of 
God that had been upon him.!

• He was faithful to pray!

• He was favored by God!

The presence of God on his life was what set Nehemiah apart.  It was God who granted his 
success before the king.  It was God who put it in the heart of Artaxerxes.  It was God who gave 
him the supplies.!

Exodus 33:16 - “For how shall it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and 
Your people?  Is it not in Your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and Your people, 
from every other people on the face of the earth?”!

The presence of God in our lives and in our churches is what sets us apart from every other 
person and every other organization on earth.!

Before I close, here are some points of application:!

1. God’s delays are not necessarily His denials!

2. Faith that moves mountains always begins with an initial step!

3. God’s work, done God’s way, will never lack God’s supply!

4. To get what we don’t have, we need to do what we’ve not done!

Jesus modeled perfect obedience before the Father.  He always did that which was pleasing to 
Him, and throughout His life He illustrated what it means to wait upon God’s timing.!



It was this patient trust that carried Him all the way to the cross where He bled and died for the 
sins of the world.  Now, He has been raised to life, clothed with glory and majesty, and saves all 
who come to God through faith in Him.


