
“Our Tested Messiah”!
Luke 4:1-13!

Those who know me best are well aware of the fact that working with tools is not one of 
my strong suits.  I lack both skill and patience required.  I did, however, marry a woman 
who can pretty much rebuild a carburetor while blindfolded all because she watched a 
Youtube video.  It amazes me what Anita can do when she puts her mind to something.!

One thing I do know is that there is a difference in cheap tools and the kind that really 
last.  Let’s suppose you are looking for a set of socket wrenches.  You could more than 
likely find a $5 set at the checkout line of Dollar General.  Or, you could invest in a set of 
Craftsmen socket wrenches that are ‘drop forged’ and top of the line.!

Drop forged steel is the toughest steel out there.  It has been put through a process to 
ensure that it not break under pressure.  A cheap, chrome plated tool will break given 
enough pressure, but not drop forged steel.  The process of drop forging sees to it that 
the steel is heated up to more than 1500 degrees and beat with a hammer over an 
anvil.  The process literally changes the molecular structure of the steel and rearranges 
its properties.  Tools that have been put through this process are more expensive, and 
they have a stamp somewhere on them that says ‘drop forged.’  Some tools may have a 
shiny appearance, but it may be nothing more than a cheap chrome plating.!

Why do I tell you this?!

Listen—we are given a picture in the gospels of a tested Messiah, a ‘drop forged’ 
Savior.  Jesus does not merely have the appearance of strength; He was tested in every 
single way like us, but without sin.  And in order to fully identify with the ones He came 
to save, He stepped into our world and faced the heat.!

This is what we learn through the temptation narrative.!

Even as He was tempted by Satan, Jesus fully knew that He was the Son of God.  Yet 
He withstood the onslaughts of the devil as a real Man who relied fully upon the power 
and promise of the Father in order to resist temptation.!



The temptations faced by Jesus were real, more potent than you or I could imagine, and 
He resisted each one as a real man.  For that reason, the writer of Hebrews says that 
because He suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.!

From this text, I want to point out both the temptation as well as the triumph of Jesus.!

1.  TESTED by Satan!

The temptation narrative is found in all three of the synoptic gospels, Mark’s account 
being the shortest.  All three show us how it takes place immediately following Jesus’ 
baptism by John.  Luke places the genealogy between the baptism and temptation, but 
chronologically the temptation follows.  !

Taken together, both the baptism and temptation of Jesus underscore His perfect 
obedience.!

It is significant that it is only after His obedience of baptism and the affirmation of the 
Father that Jesus is attacked by the devil.  Luke tells us in verse 1:!

“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness.”!

Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit, and He was led by the Holy Spirit.  Those who are full 
of the Spirit are set apart by obedience and submission to Him.  Being filled with the 
Spirit is not some emotional high reserved for a special class of Christians—it is 
empowerment to obey.!

Notice that the Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness of all places.  The ‘wilderness’ that 
Luke refers to was a long stretch of barren wasteland on the southern end of Judea.!

There was no more of a desolate region in all of Israel than the wilderness of Judea.  
For more than 30 miles from one end to the other, it stretched from the hill country of 
Judah on the west to the shores of the Dead Sea on the east and extended north into 
the Jordan River valley.  So hostile of an environment was it that the Jews referred to it 



as ‘Jeshimon,’ which means, ‘The Devastation.’  It was to this place here that Jesus was 
led by the Holy Spirit.!

The ‘wilderness’ is a fitting picture of what the earth had become under the tyranny and 
curse of sin.  Thus, the setting for the testing of Messiah’s metal is not some posh 
palace of comfort.  The Spirit leads Him into the wilderness where He fasts for 40 days, 
being tempted by the devil.!

Jesus is led by the will of the Father into a devastated place, a dry place, a difficult 
place, a place where He will experience hunger pains.  !

Does your theology allow for the plan of God to include pain?  If not, then you don’t 
have a biblical one.  !

Sometimes the will of God leads you into a difficult place.  The difficulty is not a sign that 
He is against you as much as it is that He is for you.  It is a sign of His love for you.  
Tests merely prove what God has worked into our lives, and there would be no other 
way for us to know it.!

It was a place of barren wilderness and physical weakness.  This is when the enemy 
launches his attack.  !

From this experience, we come to learn at least three things about His temptation that 
also apply to us:!

• God ordained, not God inflicted!

The Father’s will and the Spirit’s leadership bring Jesus to this place of testing and 
temptation.  It had to be this way so that He could be our tested Messiah.  However, the 
Father is not the one responsible for the tempting.  Later on, the book of James is going 
to remind Christians that even though God allows us to be placed in circumstances 
where we will be tempted, God is not the one doing the tempting—Satan is!!

James 1:13 - “Let no one say when he is tempted, I am being tempted by God, for 
God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself tempts no one.”!



None of us can ever blame God for our failure to withstand some temptation when it 
comes.  By the way, we’re not tempted because we are sinful; we are tempted because 
we are human.  It is not a sin to be tempted.  Jesus is being tempted in the area of His 
perfect humanity, which means His temptation was more real and intense than anything 
we have faced. !

• When His flesh is most weak!

Jesus is tempted after nearly six weeks of going without physical food.  To simply say 
that He was hungry is an understatement; the idea is that He was nearing the point of 
starvation.  It is in this place of vulnerability and physical weakness that Satan comes to 
attack.  Think of how both Adam and the nation of Israel had failed the test.!

James Montgomery Boice - “Adam and Eve were in paradise; Jesus was in the vast, 
desolate wilderness of Judah.  Adam and Eve were physically content and satisfied.  
They were free to eat from any of the trees of the garden, save the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil; Jesus was hungry, having fasted for forty days and forty 
nights.  Adam and Eve were together.  They had each other for company and mutual 
support; Jesus was alone.  Yet Adam and Eve rapidly succumbed to Satan’s wiles, 
carrying the entire human race into sin, misery, destruction, and both physical and 
spiritual death, while Jesus stood firm as the Savior who was to bring life and salvation 
to the race.” !

• Unique, yet universal!

The three specific temptations that Luke mentions here in the text were unique to Jesus 
as the Son of God and Son of Man.  Yet they also universally apply to us in the sense 
that they each deal with the three areas of temptation where we are prone to be the 
most vulnerable—the desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, and the pride of life.!

Satan tempts Jesus in a unique way, but he always uses this similar strategy in the way 
he tempts us.  The three areas he tempts Jesus include:  !

#1—Prioritize something good more than God!



The first temptation comes in verse 3:!

“The devil said to him, If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread.”!

This was an attack on the declaration made by the Father at Jesus’ baptism.  Satan is 
essentially trying to get Jesus to doubt His Father’s provision.  Does God really provide?  
If so, then why are You so hungry?!

Satan’s strategy involves separating us from the Word of God.  It is the Word of God 
that brings life and divine direction, and the enemy wants to keep us in spiritual death 
and darkness.  He always operates this way.  He slithered his way into God’s garden 
and cast doubt on God’s Word to Adam and Eve.!

Satan will do whatever he can to place a barrier between us and the truth.  His 
insinuation here is that if Jesus were the Son of God, why should He be so hungry?  
Surely the Son of God who has heaven’s resources at His disposal should not be in 
such a place of need.  Surely He had the power and authority to command a stone to 
become a loaf of bread to feed His hungry stomach!!

Obviously, the issue here is not bread.  There is nothing wrong with eating bread.  
Bread is a good gift from God.  The issue, however, is the Son’s submission to the 
Father’s will.  Satan wants Jesus to prioritize food for His stomach more than fellowship 
with the Father.!

Satan is tempting Jesus to distrust the Father’s provision and plan, to use His power for 
His own personal gain rather than the Father’s glory.  If the Father truly had the best 
interests of the Son in mind, then where was the food?!

One of the devil’s tactics in our lives is to tempt us to take something good and make it 
something ultimate.  He tempts us to pursue personal satisfaction at the expense of 
spiritual submission.  He will exploit a need in our lives and hijack it in order to lead us 
down a path of idolatry.  He will take something as simple as ‘bread’ or in your case:!

- a career!



- a relationship!

- an object!

He will tempt us to make it ultimate in the sense that it drives all of our decisions and 
becomes the basis upon which we stake our identity.  It becomes something you want 
more than anything else so much so that you obsess over it.!

The devil is notorious for filling our minds with thoughts such as, “If God really loved 
you, then why are you so unhappy?  Why are you so lonely?  Why are you so 
unfulfilled?”  Why are you hungry when there are stones that you can substitute for 
bread!!

Notice how Jesus responds in verse 4:!

“And Jesus answered him, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone.”!

He counters the enemy’s attack by claiming the truth of the written Word.  In fact, He 
directly quotes from Deuteronomy 8:3 where the full reference says, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”!

The context of that passage deals with Israel’s wilderness wanderings.  They had 
grumbled and complained against God because of their hunger, and God was trying to 
teach them about true satisfaction life.  It doesn’t come from a full stomach—it comes 
through a surrendered heart that enjoys fellowship with God.!

Jesus is saying to Satan that eternal fellowship with the Father is more important to Him 
than temporary bread.  As the Son of God, He was to live out of that place of security.!

Listen—all of us look to something or someone for security, which then becomes our 
identity.  For someone here this morning, it may be:!

- making the grade!

- making the team!

- making a living!



Maybe it is your looks, or what other people think or say about you.  But whatever it is, 
Satan wants to get you unsettled and unhappy.  That way, when insecurity rules your 
life, you are much more subject to jump ship and abandon the will of God.!

The devil wants that which is good to replace that which is best in my life.  He wants 
something small to eclipse that which is large, that which is really insignificant to replace 
that which is significant.  But on his best day, all Satan has to offer you is stones for 
bread.!

#2—Circumvent God’s will for personal gain!

Satan’s underlying motive behind these three temptations is to prevent the Father from 
being glorified by keeping the Son from what He was sent to do.  This is really seen in a 
most vivid way through the second temptation. Notice what we are told in verses 5-7:!

“And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time, and said to him, To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been 
delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 
yours.”!

This was subtle in that it was a temptation for Jesus to have the kingdoms of the world, 
the very thing that the Messiah is promised from Old Testament prophecy.!

David had prophetically wrote: !

Psalm 2:7-8 - “You are My Son; today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will 
make the nations Your heritage, and the ends of the earth Your possession.”!

Prophecy demanded that the Christ was destined to rule the nations with a rod of iron!  
This is the will of God for the Messiah.  Yet Satan is offering a version of it to Jesus 
prematurely, all in an attempt to get Him to circumvent the will of the Father for personal 
gain.!

It is the temptation of the crown without the cross.!



The devil is offering Jesus a shortcut to glory, but it would have been a shortcut to 
disaster.  By avoiding the pain and the agony of the cross, Jesus could have the 
temporary glory of worldly kingdoms, but such a shortcut would have been short-lived.  
We don’t have a shortcut Savior!  He had a far more eternal weight of glory in mind, a 
kingdom that was not of this world, one in which redeemed sinners from every nation, 
tribe, and tongue would one day rule and reign with Him.  But in order for that kingdom 
to come, He would have to suffer and take the long road to Calvary’s cross.!

Scripture says that you and I should run with endurance the race that is set before us:!

Hebrews 12:2 - “Looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”!

Throughout this life, you can count on it that Satan will sooner or later come along and 
offer you a shortcut to personal gain at the expense of God’s will.  I mean why carry a 
cross when you can wear a crown?!

Notice how Jesus responds in verse 8:!

“And Jesus answered him, It is written, You shall worship the Lord your God, and him 
only shall you serve.”!

In the good times and the bad times, worship God!  Serve Him for who He is, not for 
what He gives. Find contentment in His will, even if it takes you down the long road.!

Crowning day will one day come, but it will come in the Father’s own time and by His 
own design.  But for right now, it is time to carry the cross.!

#3—Evaluate a relationship with God by circumstance!

The third temptation comes in verse 9:!

“And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to 
him, If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, He will 



command his angels concerning you, to guard you, and On their hands they will bear 
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.”!

If the other two temptations involved questioning the Father’s provision and plan, this 
one involves questioning His promise.  !

Will He really follow through on what He has promised?!

It involves a temptation to self-promote, rather than commit Himself to the Father’s plan.  
The ‘pinnacle’ of the temple referred to the roof that extended out over Herod’s portico 
where the dizzying drop to the Kidron Valley floor was some 450 feet below.!

Such a leap and subsequent divine rescue of the Son would no doubt assure His 
acceptance as Messiah from all who were watching.  It was the temptation to instant 
popularity and success, yet one more attempt to keep Jesus from going to the cross.!

Perhaps even most sinister of all is the devil’s own use of Scripture as he quotes from 
Psalm 91.!

How many of you are aware of the fact that the Bible is misused to justify all sorts of 
messed up ideas?  It’s true.!

The Word of God is not some fortune cookie to be read and quoted with your self-
promotion in mind.  Such an approach makes God out to be nothing more than a genie 
in a lamp who appears only to grant your wish.!

Notice how Jesus responds in verse 12:!

“And Jesus answered him, It is said, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”!

It was a temptation to ‘test’ the Father to prove His love for the Son.  But by responding 
the way that He does, Jesus is basically saying, “Why would I need My Father to prove 
what He has already declared?”!

Circumstances do not dictate the Father’s love—His Word does.  I can be confident of 
the Father’s love even though my circumstances may tell my senses something else.!



We often interpret God’s love and acceptance through the grid of circumstance rather 
than faith in His Word.  Such logic usually goes something like this—if things are going 
well in my life, then I am sure of God’s favor.  But if things are going bad, God must be 
against me.!

It is here that we learn a rich theological lesson.  The Father did not shield His own Son 
from pain, and He was perfect in every way.  He is in a wilderness, being tempted and 
tested and hungry, and yet it is exactly where the Father wants Him to be.!

Jesus will later tell His disciples that for those who follow Him, the cross is at the center 
of their lives.  No servant is greater than his master, and what Jesus experienced in the 
world, His disciples can expect also.  The Christian life is not always sunshine and 
rainbows.  When Jesus said, “Follow Me,” He was calling us to come and die.  It is an 
invitation to carry the cross, to die that we might live.!

How are you going to respond when the time comes for God’s Spirit to lead you into a 
wilderness place?  Maybe it will involve a ‘desert’ of:!

• financial difficulties!

• loss of a job!

• physical sickness!

• loss of someone you love!

Maybe it will be a wilderness of family problems that involve your children or your 
spouse.  Will your faith be shattered, or will it be strengthened?!

For it to be strengthened, you have got to evaluate God’s love for you through the grid 
of His Word rather than your circumstances.!

2.  TRIUMPHANT over Satan!

The point of this passage is not simply that Jesus was tempted by the devil; the main 
emphasis here is that Jesus is triumphant over the devil.!



Look at verse 13:!

“And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time.”!

Jesus did not break or bend as our ‘drop forged’ Messiah.  And as such, He 
has secured victory for those who trust in Him.  His success over temptation shows us 
how he has.!

• He shatters the enemy’s power!

Through the devil tries, he has no power over the perfect Man.  Each time the enemy 
offers a temptation, Jesus responds with, ‘It is written.’  It is important that we hide 
God’s Word in our heart to sustain us in times of testing, but Jesus is doing more here 
than simply quoting Scripture.!

Jesus is demonstrating through unflinching obedience to the Father that He alone 
breaks the power of sin over our lives.!

That is what God the Father is proving through the testing of God the Son.  Where 
Satan’s temptation intended to break Him, it was the Father’s test to prove to the devil 
and subsequently to the entire world that He won’t break!!

• He sympathizes with our weaknesses!

The writer of Hebrews tells us that because Jesus has suffered, being tempted, He is 
able to aid those who are tempted.!

Hebrews 4:15 - “For we do not have a High Priest, who cannot sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”!

You and I are tempted because we are human.  Our hope is that we have a Savior who 
sympathizes with us.  That means that I am never alone when I face temptation from 
the enemy, and I have been given sufficient resources in Christ to withstand the devil’s 
assault on my life.!



• He secures victory for the believer!

Remember that everything that Jesus did, including His success over temptation, He did 
as our representative.  He lived the life we were supposed to live but could not, and He 
did it so that He could die the death we were supposed to die.!

Here in the wilderness, Jesus proved that He is better than Adam, better than Israel.  
Where Adam messed up in a garden paradise, Jesus made right in a barren wilderness.  
Where Adam bought into the serpent’s lie about his identity, the Lord Jesus successfully 
withstood the temptation.!

All that we did wrong as members of a fallen race, He did right.  That way, when it came 
time for Him to die on the cross, He could bear the full weight of our condemnation. It is 
because only a perfect life and substitutionary death could effectively atone for sin.!

Each time Satan tempted Jesus, I want you to see that there is something specific 
about the Word that Jesus quotes, something that undergirds every verse that He 
recalls.  It is something so powerful that not even Satan can refute it—His identity in 
the Father’s eyes.!

Everything that Jesus claims, every promise that He appeals to, it all ultimately goes 
back to the security He possesses in knowing who He is in the eyes of the Father.!

The root of all temptation is Satan’s ploy to try to get you to establish your identity in 
something other than the Father’s declaration of who you are in Christ.  The devil will 
pull out all stops in attempt to get you to find your identity and self-worth in something 
other than Christ.  If he does this, he knows that it mill make you vulnerable to sin.!

This is why you need to preach the gospel to yourself each and every day.  I never get 
past my desperate need for the saving gospel of Jesus Christ.!

Charitie Lees Bancroft was a hymn writer, born in Dublin, Ireland in 1841 and died in 
1923.  She was the daughter of an Irish clergyman by the name of George Sidney 
Smith.  There’s not much we know about her life outside of the fact that she was twice 
widowed, and to my knowledge there is no evidence that she ever had any children.  



What she lacked in temporal circumstance was more than made up for by her 
knowledge of who she was in Christ.  She wrote:!

Before the throne of God above 

I have a strong, a perfect plea 

A great High Priest whose Name is Love 

Who ever lives and pleads for me! 

My name is graven on His hands, 

My name is written on His heart. 

I know that while in heaven He stands, 

No tongue can bid me thence depart! 

No tongue can bid me thence depart! 

When Satan tempts me to despair, 

And tells me of the guilt within; 

Upward I look and see Him there, 

Who made an end to all my sin! 

Because the sinless Savior died 

My sinful soul is counted free! 

For God the just is satisfied, 

To look on Him and pardon me! 

To look on Him and pardon me! 

Behold Him there the risen Lamb, 

My perfect spotless righteousness! 

The great unchangeable I am, 

The King of glory and of grace; 

One with Himself I cannot die, 

My soul is purchased by His blood! 

My life is hid with Christ on high, 

With Christ my Savior and my God! 

With Christ my Savior and my God!


