
“Abraham: Man of Faith”!
Genesis 12:1-9!

The 18th century poet Robert Burns, widely regarded as the national poet of Scotland, 
once wrote a poem that became famous over time entitled, “To a Mouse.”  The poem 
tells of how he, while plowing in a field, turned over a mouse’s nest, and the resulting 
poem is an apology to the mouse.!

It is the last two stanzas of the poem that have been the most memorable: !

But little Mouse, you are not alone,!
In proving foresight may be vain:!
The best laid schemes of mice and men!
Often go askew,!
And leave us nothing but grief and pain,!
For promised joy!!

Still you are blessed, compared with me!!
The present only touches you:!
But oh! I backward cast my eye,!
On prospects dreary!!
And forward, though I cannot see,!
I guess and fear!!

Our plans may go askew, but God’s plan never do.  He is never in crisis or panic mode.  
Because we live in an insecure world filled with fear and anxiety, we face a constant 
temptation to live by what we see, feel, touch, and taste.  We are tempted to do this 
because, as Burns wrote, the best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.  We plan, 
and we scheme, and then we panic if things don’t go according to plan.  !

If we do not live by faith, the very fabric of our lives will begin to unravel.!

We walk by faith, not by sight!!



Living by faith means that we obey the Word of the Lord even though our feelings and 
circumstances may try to tell us otherwise.  Faith recognizes that we live by promises, 
and not by explanations.!

There is no greater individual from Scripture who can teach us in the “school of faith” 
than Abraham.  He is the original father of faith, and his life serves as a rich example of 
what it means to walk by faith and not by sight.  He and his wife Sarah were an unlikely 
pair through whom God brought blessing to the world.  They were unlikely because they 
were childless and well past their prime. God always does the extraordinary with the 
unlikely:!

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 - “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth.  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the strong; God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God.  And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is 
written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’”!

Abraham’s life teaches us that faith is not something that we study, but is instead 
something that we practice.  Faith doesn’t grow through knowledge alone, but through 
obedience.!

Have you ever felt like your faith was being tested?  If so, then know that you are in 
good company.  True faith is always tested faith.  I have heard it said that a faith that 
can’t be tested is a faith that can’t be trusted.!

James 1:2-4 - “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
in nothing.”!



Abraham was a man of faith, and his faith was tested and proven through the 
experiences of his life.  His faith was not a blind leap in the dark, but was founded upon 
the promises that God made to him.!

The story of Abraham begins in Genesis 12 where we are first introduced to him as 
Abram, before God changes his name.!

There are ten generations from Noah to Abram.  As Noah’s sons and their families 
began to repopulate the earth, attention is given in Genesis to Shem and his 
descendants, known as the ‘Semitic’ peoples.  Abram’s father, Terah, was a descendant 
of Noah through Shem.  Because sin went into the ark with Noah, sin becomes 
pervasive once more because humanity is still sinful and in need of a Savior.  !

God could have abandoned the post-flood world to its ignorance, but He does not do 
that.  In grace, He calls Abram, a man who would become the model of saving faith and 
the righteousness that God gives that comes only through faith.!

There are two primary observations that I want to make from this passage—the call of 
God that came to Abram, and the covenant that God establishes with him.!

1.  God’s CALL of Abram (12:1)!

“Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you.’”!

The call of Abram here in Genesis 12 is a watershed moment in the story of redemption.  
From this moment forward, the narrative will focus on Abram and his later descendants, 
the Hebrew nation.  God’s promise that was made to Eve was being progressively 
realized.  The seed of the woman would also be the seed of Abraham.  In other words, 
the promised Savior would be a descendant of this man who is given so much attention 
and focus in the Genesis record.!

The man that you and I know as Abraham was originally given the name ‘Abram’ by his 
father, a name that means exalted father.  From what we know about him, he lived 
around 2000 B.C. in a thriving culture center known as Ur of the Chaldeans.  !



This area was located in an area of Mesopotamia that would be somewhere near 
present day Iraq.  In fact, archaeologists refer to Mesopotamia as the cradle of 
civilization because it is here that we find the earliest record of societies and cities.!

Walter Elwell, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible - “Few periods from ancient history 
are as well documented by artifacts and inscriptions as is the time of Abraham.” !

We know that the people of ancient Mesopotamia worshiped a pantheon of mythical 
gods.  Even though God had destroyed the world in Noah’s day and had started over 
with Noah and his sons, it is not too many generations later that civilization and the 
worship of man has become corrupted once again.!

Once again, they began to live by their own set of rules and standards.  Society became 
pluralistic and the worship of God had become replaced with idolatry.!

Remember that God promised Noah that He would never again destroy the world with a 
flood like He had done.  God didn’t choose to leave the world to its own ignorance and 
allow the post-flood civilization to have no knowledge of Him.!

Had He turned His back on His creation, He would have been justified.  Had He 
abandoned humanity to its own self-destructive ignorance, He would have been 
justified.  But He doesn’t do that, but instead calls Abram and reveals Himself to Abram 
in grace.  !

A call to forsake!

God initiates this call in Abram’s life, and we know it is all of grace, because Abram is 
living his life and minding his own business just like the rest of his relatives in 
Mesopotamia.  God calls him out of idolatry and spiritual darkness.  !

Joshua 24:2-3 - “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers 
lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they 
served other gods.  Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and 
led him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many.”!



The Lord God calls him to leave the life that he had known in Mesopotamia, to renounce 
his idols, and to set out from his father’s house.  It was a call to forsake his old life.!

The Bible says in Acts 7 that the God of glory appeared to Abram while he was living in 
Mesopotamia.!

Such a revelation of God’s glory would have stood in stark contrast to dead and lifeless 
idols.  Also, pay close attention to the fact that God spoke to Abram, and Abram clearly 
heard His Word.  It was God’s Word that produced faith in his heart.!

Romans 10:17 - “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”!

A call to follow!

The Word of the Lord that came to Abram commanded him to forsake his former life and 
follow God’s lead.  The Lord God promised to lead him to a land that He Himself would 
show Abram.  God does not give him any details up front, but simply calls Abram to go.!

John Calvin - “I command you to go forth with closed eyes, and forbid you to inquire 
where I am about to lead you, until, having renounced your country, you shall have 
given yourself wholly to Me.”!

A call to faith!

Abram’s call to forsake all he had known and follow the Lord’s lead in his life from this 
point forward is a call to faith.  Abram is saved by divine grace through faith, and from 
this moment forward he will live his life by faith.  His obedience to God’s call is evidence 
of his faith, and for this reason, he is upheld as the original father of faith.!

This is Paul’s argument in both Romans 4 and Galatians 3.!

Romans 4:20-21 - “No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, 
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God 
was able to do what He had promised.”!

Galatians 3:11 - “The righteous shall live by faith.”!



Henry Blackaby mentions several things are true of Abram’s encounter with God:!

• God took the initiative to come to Abram and reveal His will to him!

• Abram responds to God’s call in faith!

• Abram’s faith was founded in what he knew to be true of God; it was not blind but 
founded upon God’s character!

• Others were affected by Abram’s faith!

• What begins as an initial act of faith will grow and be tested until it becomes mature 
(see Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7)!

Abram surrendered to God’s call.  The very essence of obedient faith is such that it 
demands commitment and full surrender.!

2.  God’s COVENANT with Abram (12:2-3)!

“And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”!

In grace, God established a plan to redeem the world, and it began by revealing himself 
to one man that He calls—Abram, who responds to God’s call in faith.  God has 
purpose in this call, and determines to establish a covenant with Abram.  God promises 
that He will make this man an example of what it means to be saved by grace through 
faith, and there are several implications of how this would be so. !

Personal implications!

God makes a covenant with Abram.  In fact, God always relates to man through a 
covenant.!

“Covenant” - three meanings; to eat with, which suggests fellowship and agreement; to 
bind or fetter, which suggests commitment; to allot, which suggests sharing!



When God makes a covenant, He enters into an agreement to commit Himself to make 
good on His promise.  It is an act of His grace.  Different kinds of covenants often 
appear through the Old Testament.  There are some between individual people, and 
others that are between nations.  There are divine covenants also, which are contracts 
or agreements that God establishes between Himself and people.!

In the garden, God established a covenant with Adam and Eve.!

Genesis 2:16-17 - “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may eat 
of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”!

God made a promise—the day you eat of the fruit, you will die.  !

Before He commanded him to build the ark, God established a covenant with Noah.!

Genesis 6:13-18 - “And God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of 
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them.  Behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth.  Make yourself an ark…For behold, I will bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh…But I will establish My covenant with 
you, and you shall come into the ark.’”!

After the flood, God made a promise—never again will I destroy the earth with a flood, 
and the bow was a sign of the covenant.!

Some covenants are conditional, which means that fulfillment by one party depends 
upon fulfillment by the other.  A conditional covenant says, “If you do your part, then I 
will do my part.”  Later on when God settles the Israelites in the land, He establishes a 
conditional covenant with them:!

Deuteronomy 28:1-2 - “And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, 
being careful to do all His commandments that I command you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth.  And all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice of the 
Lord your God.”!



God’s covenant with Israel was conditional and based upon their obedience and 
conformity to the terms of the covenant.  But if you carefully consider the nature of the 
covenant that God establishes with Abram here in these verses, you will notice that it is 
not a conditional covenant—it is unconditional.!

It is a covenant of grace that Abram was to receive by personal faith.  No less than 
seven times in verses 2-3 does God use personal pronouns when referring to Abram:!

• “I will make of you a great nation”!

• “I will bless you, so that you will be a blessing”!

• “I will make your name great”!

• “I will bless those who bless you”!

• “I will curse those who curse you”!

• “I will bless the world through you”!

By means of this unconditional covenant, God would bring personal blessing to Abram’s 
life.  No longer would his identity be found in his upbringing in Ur or in his father’s name 
and household.  From this moment forward, Abram would find his identity in a personal 
relationship with the Creator God who called him in grace.  Not self-effort, but grace 
through faith.  Think of how this was the opposite of what man tried to do at the tower of 
Babel.  Man tried to make his own name great.  God in grace calls Abram and says, “I 
will make your name great.”  In what way would Abram’s name be great?!

Henry Blackaby - God’s promise to develop Abram’s character was not merely so that 
Abram could be prosperous in the eyes of his peers.  He did become wealthy and 
prosperous, but so do evil men, men of questionable character.  For God to make 
Abram’s name ‘great’ was much more significant than wealth and influence.  God would 
make his name ‘famous and distinguished.’  His name would be revered through all of 
history.  God would develop his character to such a degree that God could use Abram 



as a sample of what He would want all of His children to be like.  His name would be the 
standard for all God’s people, especially in his relationship with God.” !

By means of God’s blessing, Abram would have flocks and herds and his name would 
become great.  Though he would become materially wealthy, his greatest wealth was 
his spiritual legacy of faith.  He would be blessed to be a blessing!!

National implications!

Within this covenant, God tells Abram that he would be established as the father of a 
new nation.  In fact, given enough time as this plan would unfold, the nation that would 
come from Abram would become the means by which the whole world might hear the 
truth of the One true God and learn of how He planned to rescue them from sin’s curse.!

Abram’s descendants would be numerous would be formed into a large nation, the 
nation of Israel.  God would given them land and would determine their national identity.!

Later on, the Lord God says to him:!

Genesis 13:14-16 - “Lift up your eye and look from the place where you are, 
northward and southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that you 
see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.  I will make your offspring as 
the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring 
also can be counted.”!

From a national perspective, God’s covenant with Abram involved placing his 
descendants in their own land, and God Himself would be their God.  It would be 
through Israel, the physical descendants of Abram, that we would receive the Bible and 
the gift of God’s own Son.!

Global implications!

God’s covenant blessing would not stop with Abram personally or his descendants 
nationally, but He would bring blessing to the whole world through Abram.  God says to 
him, “All families of the earth will be blessed through you.”  This is a reference to the 



whole wide world of humanity.  Within His plan to redeem Adam’s race from sin and 
bondage brought on by that sin, God would build a nation founded upon faith in the 
promise He made that a Savior was coming. !

Many hundreds of years into the future, God would say to this nation that came from 
Abraham:!

Exodus 19:6 - “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My 
covenant, you shall be My treasured possession among all peoples, for all the 
earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”!

His intention for Israel was for them to be a witness to the world of His truth.  The scarlet 
thread that would reach from heaven to earth would pass through them.  They were 
responsible for leading the spiritually blind, superstitious, idol worshiping nations of 
earth into a relationship with the One True God.!

Isaiah 42:6-7 - “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you 
by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for 
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.” !

God’s covenant with Abram and his future descendants was for the sake of all peoples 
on the earth.!

Walter Ewell - “This is perhaps the first great missionary text in the Bible.”  !

Paul referred to this as the same gospel that he preached: !

Galatians 3:6-9 - “Just as Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness.  Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.  
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, 
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations 
be blessed.’  So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the 
man of faith.”!



The descendants of Abraham are as numerous as the dust of the earth and as the stars 
of the sky because of the faithfulness of One righteous descendant of Abraham—Jesus 
Christ.!

John 8:56 - “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day.  He saw it 
and was glad.”!

God has indeed brought blessing to the world because it was through Abraham, and 
then through the nation of Israel, that God sent His Son into the world.!

Luke 2:10-11 - “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.”!

The gospel is indeed good news that is to be proclaimed to the world.  It is good news 
for:!

• the Ansari people of India, more than 10 million who are trapped in a false religious 
system known as Islam!

• the Bania people of India, more than 30 million who are trapped in the false religious 
system of Hinduism!

• a total of 2,245 people groups in India, with 2,026 that are unreached; a population 
of 1.3 billion people, 95% of which are unreached!

• the 36 different people groups that make up the island nation of Japan, more than 
126 million who are trapped in the false ethnic religions that worship their ancestors!

On and on we could go:!

• 238 nations of the world!

• world population of 7.3 billion!

• 16,547 separate people groups!

• 6,693 people groups without any Christian witness!



Who is going to announce to them the good news of blessing that has come through 
Abraham and his descendants?!

The gospel is only good news if it gets there on time. !

Who is going to share the good news of how God has brought salvation to the lost and 
broken members of Adam’s race through the gift of His Son, who suffered for sin on the 
cross and conquered death by resurrection and has reversed sin’s curse?  !

Who is going to tell them that salvation is not by works, not by self-effort, but by grace 
through faith in Christ alone?  !

Who is going to call them to repentance and faith, and lead them call upon the only 
name in which salvation is found, the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?  If not us, then 
who?!

Application:!

• First, these verses from God’s call and covenant with Abram teach us that we 
walk by faith, and not by sight.!

The culture we live in tells us that this world is all there is.  The world walks by sight, and 
not by faith.  If it feels right, then do it.  If it sounds right, then believe it.  If it doesn’t hurt 
someone else, then it is okay, regardless of what the Bible says.!

Those who have faith in Jesus live by faith.  !

Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy - “Faith is not believing in spite of evidence; it is obeying 
in spite of consequence.”!

God’s call to Abram was for him to leave his father’s family, to leave the comforts of all 
that he had ever known, and simply become a traveler who would never live in a 
permanent dwelling.  Everywhere Abram went from this point forward, he had to wait 
upon the Lord’s direction.  Eventually God would give him a new home and a new name
—Abraham, father of many nations.!



In this way, Abraham’s life is a picture of the Christian life.  We trust by faith that God 
has provided for us all that we need in Jesus Christ, both in this life and the one which is 
to come.!

Hebrews 11:8-10 - “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance.  And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going.  By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise.  For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God.”!

Abraham could live in a temporary, make-shift dwelling all of his life because his 
ultimate hope was not in the things of this world, the things which are seen, but was in 
the things unseen.!

• Second, we learn from this text the truth that God’s plans are always better than 
our plans.!

Robert Burns said it well—even the best paid plans of mice and men always go awry.  
God’s plan for my life is always better than the one that I come up with on my own.!

God had sovereign purpose behind His call of Abram.  He wanted to take Abram’s life 
and do something in and through Abram that Abram could never have come up with all 
by himself.  The same principle applies for me and you.  Abraham and Sarah waited a 
long time to have a son, and no doubt they had prayed and longed for one.  God did it in 
His own time so that He alone could get the glory.!

Perhaps your greatest disappointment is really your greatest blessing.  !

We walk by faith and not by sight, and trust that God’s plans for us are better than the 
ones we have for ourselves.  Like Abraham, we cling to the promise that God has given.  
We set out on the journey of faith and don’t look back.  We trust in what we don’t see 
more than what we do see.!



• Third, this passage reveals the important truth that faith is obedient, and not 
passive.!

Abram couldn't stay where he was and still be obedient to God.  His faith is seen in the 
follow through, not in verbal agreement.  !

Faith is active, not passive.!

A life of faith is never stationary.  We never stand still, but are moving forward in our 
walk with God.  The test of faith is not so much in what we say, but in what we do as a 
result of faith.  !

We say that we have faith in Christ and have embraced His gospel.  What are we doing 
with it?  If I truly believe that the scarlet thread is the only hope of the world, then this 
will radically change the way that I live my life.!

- my priorities will be impacted!

- my relationships will be impacted!

- my resources will be impacted!

We are saved by faith, but not for passivity.  Saving faith always demands urgent action.  
This is what we learn from the life of Abraham.


