
“God Chooses a King”!
1 Samuel 16:1-13!

 It is within the book of Samuel that we are introduced to the office of king.  There are 
three offices in the Old Testament—prophet, priest, and king.  God’s people need a 
prophet to reveal God’s truth to them.  They need a priest to represent them before 
God.  And they need a king to rule over them in righteousness.!

Redemptive history brings us from creation to Abraham, from Abraham and the 
patriarchs to Moses and Joshua, from Joshua and the time of the Judges to the events 
of 1-2 Samuel and the eventual reign King David.!

Most of the books of 1-2 Samuel are devoted to telling the story of David, the shepherd 
boy turned king of Israel.  Pastor and author Chuck Swindoll, in his biography on the life 
of David, has pointed out that more has been written about David than any other biblical 
character.!

In fact, he’s mentioned more than any other Old Testament character in the New 
Testament. !

Chuck Swindoll - “Abraham has some fourteen chapters dedicated to his life, and so 
does Joseph.  Jacob has eleven.  Elijah has ten.  But do you have any idea how many 
are dedicated to David?  Sixty-six, if my counting is correct, and that does not include 
some fifty-nine references to his life in the New Testament.”!

David has gone down in the annals of human history as being a man after God’s own 
heart, the only one in Scripture of whom such a statement is made.  He most certainly 
was not a perfect man, but was a man in the process of being perfected, and was a 
chosen instrument through whom the Savior of the world would eventually come.  Jesus 
is the ‘Son of David,’ a unique title that belongs to Him as ‘Messiah’ or ‘Christ.’  !

As God’s chosen and anointed King, David prefigures and points us to a King much 
greater than himself, a King seated on an eternal throne.!



By way of context, the first 15 chapters of 1 Samuel record the birth of Samuel the 
prophet and last of the judges.  His life had been an answer to the prayer of his godly 
mother, Hannah, and served as a rebuke to the passive indifference of Eli the priest and 
his two wicked sons.  Later in his life when he was much older and had served as a 
faithful leader for Israel, chapter 8 says that the people come to him and demand a king 
so they could be like all the other nations around them.  !

They were not content with the fact that God Himself was their King and had revealed 
Himself to them through both His power and presence.!

Samuel takes the matter to God in prayer, who tells him:!

1 Samuel 8:7 - “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they 
have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being King over them.”!

The Lord tells Samuel that this has been the pattern of these Israelites from the day He 
brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, “forsaking Me and serving other gods.”  
Their demand for a king was nothing short of treason and idolatry.!

Samuel then warns the people of the consequences of their sinful demand, effectively 
showing them all that a human king would demand of them:!

• take your sons for his army!

• take your daughters to serve in his court!

• take the best of your land and vineyards for himself!

• take all that you have and essentially make you his slaves!

Samuel says that things will get so bad for them that they will cry out to the Lord 
because of the king they have chosen, but the Lord will not answer.  But his words fall 
on deaf ears—they won’t listen to him.!



All of this is yet one more proof that the human heart is intensely idolatrous; as sinful 
people we look to everyone and everything else to satisfy the cravings of our heart 
except the One who can truly satisfy those longings.!

Tim Keller says that our hearts are idol-making factories that make good gifts from God 
ultimate in the sense that they replace God in our affections.  That is exactly what the 
Israelites are doing in demanding a king so that they can be like the other nations.!

Their blessing was in their peculiarity vs. similarity!!

The people cry out, “Give us a king!”  God says to Samuel, “Give them what they want.”!

What if sometimes God gives us what we want, but its not what we need?!

Psalm 106:13-15 - “They soon forgot His works; they did not wait for His counsel, 
but lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tested God in the desert.  And He 
gave them their request, but sent leanness into their soul.”!

It’s in the very next chapter, 1 Samuel 9, that we are introduced to a man from the tribe 
of Benjamin whose name is Saul.!

God’s ultimate purpose in the book of I Samuel is to distinguish the difference between 
the people’s choice for a king versus the Lord’s choice, between man’s wisdom versus 
God’s wisdom.  God has a king in mind for His people, but it is one of His own choosing.  
I want to show you three principles from the text about how God chooses His king and 
how it all serves to ultimately point us to Christ.!

1.  ALTERNATIVE to human wisdom (16:1-5)!

Verse 1 begins with the Lord speaking to Samuel, who just so happened to be in 
mourning over the epic failure that Saul had become.  Samuel had been the one who 
anointed him and led the people to get behind him.  Saul turned out like nothing that 
Samuel had expected.  He had longed for king who would love God and live an 
obedient life, one who would be faithful to the Lord and lead all of Israel to do the same.!



Saul, however, was not that king.  Initially, things had started out good in Saul’s life.  The 
first thing that are told about Saul is that he was a man of striking appearance.  There 
was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he, and from his 
shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.!

You might could say that Saul was a “man’s man” of sorts.  He was a man who was 
sure to stand out in any crowd.  He was a man of skill and came from a family of wealth.  
As far as external appearances go, Saul had everything going for him.!

In 1 Samuel 10, God had told Samuel to anoint him.  To be true, God had a specific task 
and specific purpose for anointing Saul to be Israel’s first king.  The immediate purpose 
was to save Israel from the hands of their Philistine oppressors.  The ultimate purpose, 
however, is to distinguish the difference between the people’s choice versus the Lord’s 
choice, between man’s wisdom versus God’s wisdom.!

Saul is king for 42 years, and once he is king, the cracks in his character immediately 
begin to show:!

• impatient!

• proud!

• ego driven!

• pragmatic!

• insecure!

• bitter!

1 Samuel 15:12 - “He set up a monument for himself.”!

Saul’s attitude is a fitting description for those who are only concerned about externals
—looks, reputation, and keeping up appearances.  Saul was full of himself rather than 
full of the Spirit.!



Saul’s failed kingship turned out to be a great disappointment, and Samuel is grieving.  
Maybe at the time is seemed like the end of the world.  Yet the Lord tells the prophet to 
not be so overwhelmed by the situation that he failed to see the hand of God in it.  God 
in effect says:!

“Quit your grieving, fill your horn with oil, I’m working here!”!

It is from the weight of this crushing disappointment that the Lord sends Samuel to an 
obscure place called Bethlehem to the home of a man from Judah named Jesse.  The 
Lord says, “I have provided for Myself a king among his sons.”  Literally, “I have seen 
among his sons for Myself a king.”  The idea is that Samuel saw one thing, while God 
saw another.!

What God is about to do in selecting Israel’s next king will be totally contrary to the way 
you and I typically think.!

If Israel had been a democracy, it is highly likely that a vote at this point would have 
resulted in a landslide victory in favor of Saul and not David.  So unlikely a candidate for 
the throne was David that his own father didn’t even send for him to come and be 
presented to Samuel.!

Israel’s choice of Saul and God’s choice of David is a fitting illustration of just how 
different the wisdom of God is from the wisdom of man.  Our value system is different 
than God’s.!

illus. of the Brooklyn Bridge!

When God wants to do a real engineering marvel in a man’s life, He first works below 
the waterline.  It is the work done below the waterline in a person’s life that determines 
whether or not he or she will stand the test of time and challenge.  God does His best 
work beneath the surface of our lives where no one else can see.  Before He can ever 
work through my life, He first has to work in my life.!



How many of you know that what God does in you is of far greater consequence than 
what He does through you?!

This principle is beautifully illustrated in the life of David.  Here we are given a portrait of 
a man after God’s own heart.  The reason that God worked in such a mighty way 
through David was because God did something in him below the waterline.  Don’t be 
too quick to write your situation off as hopeless.  Why?  Because you see one thing, 
while God sees another.!

2.  ACCORDING to divine purpose (16:6-10)!

“When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is before 
him.’  But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 
his stature, because I have rejected him.  For the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart…”!

Verse 4 says that once Samuel arrived in Bethlehem, the elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling.  They wanted to know whether or not he came in peace, and 
Samuel reassures them that this is most certainly the case.!

When Jesse and his sons are present before Samuel, the old prophet immediately 
begins to look for the Lord’s anointed.  He first notices Eliab, perhaps the oldest of 
Jesse’s sons, and sees that he is a physically impressive specimen.  Surely this is the 
one!!

All of the sudden, the Lord God speaks:!

“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him.”!

Samuel was still thinking pragmatically and not spiritually.  This was how Israel got into 
trouble the first time, thinking merely from an external and surface point of view rather 
than internal.!



God was searching where no man could see—deep into the heart.  God’s all searching 
gaze probes into the soul.!

2 Chronicles 16:9 - “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”!

God is not limited, nor is he deceived by outward appearances.  He is not impressed by 
the same things that we are, nor does He value the things that we often attach value to.  
Interestingly enough, much later on his life, David would tell his son Solomon this truth:!

1 Chronicles 28:9 - “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, 
and serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord searches all 
hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts.”!

The truth that God looks at the heart is welcome news to those who have come to 
experience emptiness of all that this world celebrates.  The things that the world says 
we need in order to be fulfilled and satisfied seems to always elude our grasp.!

• the perfect body!

• a lucrative career!

• a stress free life!

The world defines success in a much different way than God does.  This passage 
shows us that God is not impressed by all that stuff.  He looks much deeper!!

God is looking into the recesses of your soul.  He looks upon your heart.  In one sense, 
this is welcome news that frees us from getting caught up in vain pursuits.  Yet in 
another sense, this is disturbing.  Who in this room can say with confidence that God is 
pleased what He sees in our heart?!

Jeremiah 17:9-10 - “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked; who can know it?”!



Outwardly, our lives may be a train wreck, but in a spirit of full disclosure, our inward 
condition is often much worse!  We spend countless hours pampering our bodies and 
padding our resumes, and yet we never think about the condition of our heart.  Your 
heart is the most important part of you.!

If you translate the last part of verse 7 more literally, it reads in this way: “For the Lord 
sees not as man sees, for man sees according to the eyes, but the Lord sees according 
to the heart.”  In other words, when God sees, He does not just see things with the 
eyes, like us, taking in only surface impressions.  God sees according to His heart.  His 
perspective is determined by His own purpose.  He sees according to His will and 
intentions.!

As a man after God’s own heart, David was a man of God’s own choosing, a man God 
has set His heart on.  It is referring more to the place the man has in God’s heart than 
the place God has in the man’s heart.  !

2 Samuel 7:21 - “Because of Your promise, and according to Your own heart, You 
have brought about all this greatness, to make Your servant know it.”!

This is the same expression as “after His own heart” found in 13:14 and it asserts that 
the new king would be one whom God had sought out according to His own heart.!

God doesn’t see with His eyes (taking in only impressions), but with His heart (His 
intentions and purposes).  David had a particular place in God’s heart, His purpose, and 
that is what made him so different from Saul.  !

The character qualities that we will see throughout David’s life are the results of, not so 
much the reasons for God’s choice of him.  It was God who went worked below the 
waterline in David’s heart, and as a result He found a heart full of:!

• complete surrender!



To be a man after God’s own heart implies that David was a man who was surrendered 
to do the will of God.  It means that he was sold out to God lock, stock, and barrel.  
Pleasing the Lord was the main objective of his life.!

• authentic faith!

David was a worshiper before he was a warrior.  His faith is revealed in the psalms he 
wrote in different seasons of his life.!

• singular devotion!

He was a man of integrity, though that integrity is threatened later on in his life.  Psalm 
78 says that the Lord chose David and took him from the sheepfolds to be a shepherd 
of Jacob His people.!

Psalm 78:72 - “So he shepherded them according to the integrity of his heart, and 
guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.”!

The word ‘integrity’ speaks of wholeness and is the opposite of what we would call 
duplicity or double-mindedness.!

• genuine humility !

To come from the sheepfolds is a humbling place indeed.  David had nothing to brag 
about by way of occupation or inheritance.  He was a shepherd of sheep, as were most 
of God’s choice servants throughout redemptive history.!

Humility is an absolute must have for Christian life and ministry.  It is the mind of Christ 
in the believer, who made Himself of no reputation, but took the form of a lowly servant.  
And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.!

All of the surface stuff is above the waterline.  It’s what God is working in your life below 
the waterline that truly counts.!



We live in a world that says, “Make a good impression, that’s all that matters.”  But you 
will never be a man or woman of God is that is your understanding of life.  You can’t 
fake it with the God of heaven, my friend.  The King of Kings and Lord of Lords is not 
impressed with the externals.  He always turns His gaze inward on the things that take 
time, patience, and intimacy with Christ to cultivate.!

Alan Redpath - “The conversion of a soul is the miracle of a moment, the manufacture 
of a saint is the task of a lifetime.”!

Ephesians 4:11-13 - “And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.” !

The purpose of God is for you as a believer to be conformed to the image of Christ.  
This is what He ‘sees’ when He looks at your life as a Christian.!

I heard a story about the Renaissance artist Michelangelo.  He was once asked about 
the difficulties that he must have encountered in sculpting his masterpiece statue of 
David that he sculpted from marble.  !

When asked about his creative process, he replied:!

“It is quite simple, really.  I just chiseled away the stone that didn’t look like David.”!

God’s purpose in my life involves His chiseling away all that doesn’t look like His Son.  
Sometimes, God’s chisel can be quite painful.  But it is what He sees as the end result 
that matters!!

How many of you know that what God ‘sees’ and purposes will come to pass?  This is 
our faith and confidence as believers.!

3.  ATTRIBUTED to sovereign grace (16:11-13)!



“Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers.  And the 
Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward.  And Samuel rose up and 
went to Ramah.”!

God’s choice of a king is alternative to human wisdom, and it is according to His own 
divine purpose.  Notice last that it is attributed to His sovereign and undeserved grace.  
Samuel has Jesse send for David who was out in the pasture with the sheep.  Samuel 
was looking for a warrior, God was looking for a shepherd. !

On the surface level, there was nothing overly impressive about David.  At this point in 
his life, he is a teenager perhaps no older than 17 or 18.  He was such an unlikely 
candidate that his was not even initially included with the rest of his older bothers.!

After all of his older sons pass before Samuel, verse 11 says that he asks Jesse:!

“Are all your sons here?!

To which Jesse replies by saying:!

“There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.”!

“Youngest” - word implies smallest and least significant !

Jesse is essentially saying, “Everyone is here with the exception of the runt of our 
family, and he is out tending the sheep!”!

He sends for David, and once he comes, notice how he is describe in verse 12, “He was 
ruddy and beautiful eyes and was handsome.”  The description of him as being ruddy 
could be a reference to his red hair or his darkened complexion from having spent so 
much time out in the open with the flocks.  !

In an act that can only be attributed to God’s grace, David is taken from the sheepfolds 
and anointed as Israel’s next king.!



The basis of God’s choice of David had nothing to do with his talent or his intellect or 
appearance.  It had nothing to do with his own personal skill, his impressive resume, 
and influence.  It all had to do with God’s gracious purpose, what He saw when He 
looked below the waterline.!

To be anointed in the Old Testament was sacred, something reserved only for prophets, 
priests, and kings.  Those who were anointed were set apart by God and for God alone.!

Oil is often a fitting symbol for the Holy Spirit.!

The Hebrew word ‘Messiah’ as well as its Greek equivalent, the word ‘Christ,’ both 
mean ‘anointed.’!

As the Lord’s anointed, David is set apart and empowered by the Spirit of God.  The 
Spirit ‘rushed’ upon him from that day forward.  At the same time the Spirit was rushing 
upon David, He was departing from Saul.!

All that David would go on to accomplish in his life would be the direct result of the Spirit 
of God at work in and through him.  It was the presence of God with David that made all 
the difference.  Every victory and every future success of Israel would be by the grace 
of God alone through the Spirit of God alone for the glory of God alone.  Their strength 
would not be in their numbers, in their military might, or in their own ingenuity.  Success 
would come from God’s own hand.!

Zechariah 4:6 - “Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of 
hosts.”!

What are you more concerned about—externals or internals?  Inward attitudes or 
outward appearances?  You've been serving in some area for some time now, and 
nothing seems to be happening.  You're discouraged, and you are tempted to throw in 
the towel.  In your mind, things ought to be happening by now and yet they’re not.  !

What if God is working below the waterline?  Hasn't that always been the way that God 
has worked?!



Micah 5:2 - “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in 
Israel, whose goings forth are from old, from everlasting.”!

David ultimately points us to Christ, the royal seed of David.  Like David, there was 
nothing outwardly impressive about Him, no credential or pedigree.  Isaiah says that He 
grew up like a tender plant, like a root out of dry ground.  He had no form or majesty 
that we should look at Him, and no beauty that we should desire Him.  He was despised 
and rejected by men.!

For the first 30 years of His life, there’s not much that we know.  Yet at just the right time 
in perfect accordance with His Father’s will, Jesus steps onto the scene and begins His 
earthly ministry.  David had been in the pasture when the Spirit rushed upon him.  Jesus 
had been in obscurity when the Spirit descended upon Him at His baptism.  David was 
an earthly king whom God chose and established over a temporary kingdom.  Yet the 
Lord Jesus Christ is heaven’s eternal King who reigns over a kingdom that is without 
end!!

Ephesians 1:3-4 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even 
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before Him.”!

God has an appointed King, and the King rules over His chosen people.  The question I 
want to leave with you is this: “Is the King ruling your life?  Is Christ enthroned in your 
heart, or are you the one who is calling the shots?”!

Where do I place my confidence?!

• God’s heart, not my looks!

• God’s purpose, not my plans!

• God’s grace, not my efforts!



• God’s Spirit, not my strength


