
“Jacob: Searching for Acceptance”!
Genesis 27-32; 29:31-35!

As we continue our study of the scarlet thread throughout Scripture, we come to the life 
of Jacob, yet another key figure in redemptive history.  The portion of the biblical 
narrative devoted to Jacob consists of several chapters in the book of Genesis.  He 
becomes a central figure in the life of the Israelite nation, as well as in the line of the 
promised Messiah.  Taken together with his grandfather Abraham, and his father Isaac, 
this triad of patriarchs dominate most of the story in Genesis.  Even though these three 
men were fathers of the faith and worshippers of God, they were also imperfect.  I have 
heard it said that the Bible does not flatter its heroes, which serves as an internal 
evidence of its divine inspiration.  Man likes to make himself look better than he really is, 
but God always tells the truth, even when it is unflattering.  None of their imperfections 
stand out more than those in Jacob’s life.!

If you will remember, we left off last week with Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22 and 
the picture of Christ’s sacrifice that is recorded there.  Abraham’s story concludes with 
his death in chapter 25 at the ripe old age of 175.  The story then shifts to Isaac and the 
search for his bride, who is later to be revealed as Rebekah.  Isaac and Rebekah have 
twin sons—Jacob and Esau.  Though they came from the same womb and shared the 
same birthday, they could not have been any more different. Esau was the epitome of 
“worldly” masculinity, the killin’ and grillin’ type that you often find at a Bass Pro Shops 
store.  Jacob was more of a momma’s boy, the kind that was perfectly content to stay 
indoors while the rest of the men folk were out in the woods hunting.  But what Jacob 
lacked in physical prowess, he more than made up for in cunning.  In fact, his nickname 
was “deceiver.”  Even before birth, he and his brother had contended with each other as 
Jacob grasped onto Esau’s heel.  This was taken to mean that Jacob would trip up his 
brother and take advantage of him, which would indeed prove to be true.  It would begin 
by securing his brother’s birthright, as well as deceiving his elderly father Isaac into 
giving him the blessing of the firstborn.  !

Jacob was living up to his nickname for sure.!



Even though the story of Jacob has a scandalous beginning, he will eventually show 
remarkable faith and trust in God.  The Lord God will prove His grace in Jacob’s life. 
 Thus, we learn from Jacob that bad beginnings do not always guarantee bad endings.  
Much like He did with Jacob’s grandfather, God will eventually change his life and give 
him a new name.!

If you feel like your life got off to a rough start, and you constantly live with the stigma of 
bad choices made at a different time in your life, be encouraged by what the Bible has 
to say about Jacob.  There is hope for you.  !

Our Savior is full of mercy and grace.!

One of the things that I see so vividly illustrated through Jacob’s life is man’s search for 
acceptance.  Regardless who a person is or where they come from, I can guarantee 
something about that person that will always be true—he or she will always want to be 
loved and accepted.  It is the need to belong.!

The one thing that God said was not ‘good’ about creation was the fact that Adam was 
alone.  He is hardwired for relationship.!

Each of you sitting in this worship center today, though you may not express it verbally, 
you want to belong somewhere.  This is true no matter how rough and tough of an 
image you present.  There is within each of us a desire to belong, to be loved and 
accepted.  And just like every other part of our faculties, this too has been affected by 
sin.!

Sin often leads us to turn to idolatry as a means of satisfying the inward longing for love 
and acceptance.  Well, the life of Jacob is a lesson in what it means to find true 
acceptance.  Ironically, he doesn’t find fulfillment in the things that he sets his heart on.  
It is only as he personally meets the God of his grandfather Abraham that his life is 
forever changed.!

The chapters that tell us the story of Jacob can be grouped into three headings—desire 
for blessing, disillusionment in life, and the discovery of grace.!



1.  DESIRE for blessing!

Two generations before the events of these chapters, the Lord God appeared to 
Abraham and had essentially said, “Abraham, look at the world with all its misery, 
brokenness, and death.  I am going to do something about it.  I am going to redeem the 
world through one of your descendants.  In every generation of your descendants, one 
child will bear the Messianic line.  That child will walk before Me and pass the faith on to 
the next generation.  Then there will be another, and another, until eventually, one of 
your descendants will be the Messiah Himself.”  This same promise would be passed 
down to Isaac.!

When Isaac and Rebekah become pregnant with twin sons, Genesis 25:23 says that 
God spoke to Rebekah and told her that the older son would serve the younger.  It was 
God’s way of saying that the second twin that was born would be the chosen one, the 
one selected to carry on the Messianic hope.!

Esau was born first and then Jacob, but in spite of what the Lord had said to Rebekah, 
Isaac set his heart on Esau and favored him as the firstborn son throughout his life. !

Genesis 25:27-28 - “When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of 
the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents.  Isaac loved Esau 
because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.”!

One of the sins that stands out in the lives of the patriarchs was their tendency to play 
favorites with their children.  This is seen in the way that Isaac and Rebekah respond to 
their two sons, Jacob and Esau.  Isaac favors Esau because of his rough and tough 
ruggedness, while Rebekah favors Jacob. !

In patriarchal societies, the firstborn was usually the favored child by the family head.  
There existed a thing known as the right of ‘primogeniture’ which meant that the family 
inheritance belonged to the firstborn.  !

This practice was often the culprit for pitting siblings against one another.  !

(There is a difference in what the Bible records vs. what the Bible endorses!)!



Isaac loves Esau, while Rebekah loves Jacob.  In chapter 27, this bitter rivalry leads to 
Rebekah to tell Jacob to dress up and pretend to be Esau in order to secure the 
blessing of the firstborn for himself.  She would prepare a goat just like Esau would 
have cooked his game while Jacob wrapped his arms up in the goatskins.  That way 
blind old Isaac, reaching out in the dark and touching Jacob’s arm, would think it was 
Esau.!

This is how Jacob the ‘deceiver' steals the firstborn blessing of his father.  In response, 
Esau vows to kill Jacob, which forces Jacob to flee to his mother’s side of the family in 
Paddan-aram.  Rebekah sends Jacob to find her brother, Laban, who then takes Jacob 
in as a charity case.!

Weary and exhausted no doubt from his journey, Genesis 29 says that once Jacob gets 
there, he comes to a well where he and some shepherds exchange small talk.  He asks 
them if they have ever heard of Laban, and they tell him that they do know him.  In fact, 
they point out that Laban’s daughter Rachel was coming to the well that day with her 
sheep.!

As she approaches the well, Jacob leaps up and removes the large stone that was 
covering the well and waters the flock of sheep for her.!

Jacob then tells Rachel who he is, and she takes him and introduces him to her family.  
After about a month, Laban asks him what he thinks his wages ought to be for his 
service.  Verse 16 says that Laban had two daughters—Leah the oldest, and Rachel the 
younger.  !

Genesis 29:17 - “Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful in form and 
appearance.”  !

“Weak” - without sparkle; idea is that she was unattractive!

Jacob has no problem answering, for he says he’d like to have Rachel as his wife.  He 
had fallen head over heels for her, and he vows to serve Laban for seven years in 
exchange for Rachel to become his bride.  Laban agrees to the terms, and the text says 



that Jacob worked for Laban, and those seven years seemed only but a few days 
because of the love that he had for Rachel.  !

The text emphasizes the fact that Jacob’s heart was set on her.!

At the end of those seven years, he says to Laban, “Give me my wife so that we can be 
married.” In fact, the statement he makes is uncharacteristically blunt and inappropriate.!

Robert Alter - “…this statement is so bald, so graphic, so over the top and 
inappropriate that, over the centuries, Jewish commentators have had to do all kinds of 
backpedaling to explain it.” !

Alter says that the text is showing us a man who has become driven and overwhelmed 
by emotional and sexual longing for a woman.  There’s a void in his soul, and he thinks 
Rachel and all of her beauty is the one thing that can fill it.!

Jacob was a young man who never had the love and affection of his father, and we see 
a pattern emerge in his life.!

Tim Keller - “What is going on here?  Jacob’s life was empty.  He never had his father’s 
love.  Now he didn’t even have his mother’s love, and he certainly had no sense of 
God’s love.  He had lost everything—no family, no inheritance, no nothing.  And then he 
saw Rachel, the most beautiful woman he had ever seen, the most beautiful woman for 
miles around, and he said to himself, ‘If I had her, finally, something would be right in my 
lousy life.  If I had her, life would have meaning.  If I had her, it would fix things.’” !

All Jacob desired was his father’s blessing.  He wanted to be able to return to his 
father’s house as a somebody.  Having a bride like Rachel would certainly help matters.  !

2.  DISILLUSIONMENT with life!

How many of you know that misplaced desire always leads to unforeseen 
disillusionment in life?  Be careful when you pin all your hopes and dreams on that 
which cannot truly satisfy the deepest desires of your soul.!



For seven years, Jacob had worked for Laban in order to have his prized Rachel.  When 
the wedding rolled around, the people had gathered, the celebrations were in order, and 
Rachel was now his bride.  Or so he thought.!

On the wedding night, Laban pulls the old switcharoo.  !

Genesis 29:25 - “And in the morning, behold, it was Leah!”!

One commentator says that the words, “Behold, it was Leah,” are the very embodiment 
of ‘let down’ and this moment is a miniature picture of man’s disillusion experienced 
from Eden onwards.  He longs for paradise, but comes up empty.!

When Jacob woke up and looked into the eyes of his new bride, he discovered that they 
were weak…I can’t imagine anything more shocking than to spend your wedding night 
thinking you married one woman, only to wake up the next morning beside her ugly 
sister. !

Jacob immediately finds Laban.  He is incensed that he would have done something so 
low down and dirty, something so deceitful and so much like himself…!

Genesis 29:25-26 - “And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me?  
Did I not serve with you for Rachel?  Why then have you deceived me?’  Laban 
said, ‘It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn.’”!

There is in this story a sense of poetic justice as Jacob the deceiver gets a dose of his 
own medicine.  Perhaps in his own mind, his memory takes him back to the scene 
where he, too, had deceived someone in the dark.  He had deceived his father, and now 
his father-in-law had deceived him.!

Jacob asks Laban, “Why have you deceived me?”  Perhaps no sooner than the words 
escape his lips does Jacob hear the voice of his father asking the same question.  It 
could very well be that a sense of inner guilt led him to say not another word to Laban, 
but comply with the demand to work seven more years for Rachel.!



Very soon, Jacob finds himself in an unfavorable situation.  He is married to two women, 
only one of which he truly loves, and the one he doesn’t love is the one that begins 
bearing sons for him. So you have this constant friction and tension that emerges in 
Jacob’s household between sister wives who become bitter rivals of each other who 
constantly try to ‘one up’ each other.!

Sounds like a Netflix original series to me…!

Rachel is the one that Jacob loves, but she cannot bear children.  Leah is the one 
Jacob doesn’t love, but she bears him sons.  And so we see this vicious cycle of longing 
that leads to unfulfillment that seems to be on repeat.!

• Jacob wants Rachel, but gets Leah!

• Leah wants Jacob, but gets the shaft!

• Rachel wants kids, but comes up empty!

I find here in the biblical text a look into the human heart that is trying to find acceptance 
and fulfillment in all the wrong places.!

It results in this bitter disillusionment with life itself.!

3.  DISCOVERY of grace!

The wonderful thing that we see illustrated in the lives of the patriarchs is that God’s 
grace is at work behind the scenes in their messed up lives.  They are a mess, but 
God’s grace goes much further than their sin does.  The overtones of God’s grace are 
seen in a discovery that is made by rejected Leah.!

Genesis 29:31-35 - “When the Lord saw that Leah was hated, He opened her 
womb, but Rachel was barren.  And Leah conceived and bore a son, and she 
called his name Reuben, for she said, ‘Because the Lord has looked upon my 
affliction; for now my husband will love me.’  She conceived again and bore a 
son, and said, ‘Because the Lord has heard that I am hated, He has given me this 
son also.’  And she called his name Simeon.  Again she conceived and bore a 



son, and said, ‘Now this time my husband will be attached to me, because I have 
borne him three sons.’  Therefore his name was called Levi.  And she conceived 
again and bore a son, and said, ‘This time I will praise the Lord.’  Therefore she 
called his name Judah.  Then she ceased bearing.”!

“Reuben” - means to see !

“Simeon” - means to hear!

“Levi” - means to be attached!

“Judah” - means to praise!

Leah has an encounter with the grace of the God of Abraham.  Her acceptance doesn’t 
come through bearing children for Jacob, for no matter how many sons she has, they 
never seem to be enough to win his affection.  She has to come to the point in her life 
where her acceptance and fulfillment is found in the grace of God alone, not in a 
husband’s love.!

That is the message of the gospel!!

Jacob is going to have a moment like this too, but it will come a bit later in his life as he 
is fleeing from Laban and runs back into a blast from the past—Esau.  Jacob meets 
God at a point of desperation in his life, even wrestling with a Man, a reincarnate 
appearance of Christ.  From this point on in his life, he becomes known as ‘Israel.’  His 
life is changed, and his name reflects it.!

• Acceptance is not found in status!

• Acceptance is not found in stuff!

• Acceptance is not found in success!

• Acceptance is not found in sexual freedom!

• Acceptance is not found in sons—it is found in a SAVIOR.!



Though Jacob was deceived by Laban, he was loved by God.  Though Leah was 
despised by Jacob, she was loved by God.  Though Rachel was deprived of children, 
she was loved by God.  It is only in the gospel that we find true acceptance.!

Some of you are still trying to earn the acceptance of a father you never had.  That lack 
of inner fulfillment has perhaps led you to pursue satisfaction in all the wrong places.  
You’ve tried to find it through:!

• relationships with the opposite sex!

• substance abuse!

• relentless pursuit of material things!

• made an idol out of your career!

No matter how hard you run to the things that you think will bring satisfaction to your 
heart, you always keep coming up empty and hollow on the inside.!

Some of you ladies think that you have to flaunt your bodies so someone will notice you.  
You make an idol out of your body image because you think that you have to fit a certain 
mold so that others will accept you.  You have to be the star of your own social media 
account so that someone will like you.!

Some of you men are trying to find transcendence through bowing down to airbrushed 
images of exploited and naked women on a computer screen.  And no matter how many 
times you keep coming back, they never seem to satisfy.!

Maybe you berate your sons and your daughters because of the inner emptiness of 
your own soul, lashing out on them because of patterns that were put before you when 
you were young.  Generational patterns are hard to break, but the gospel will break 
those chains.!

Some of you young men and young women are trying to find acceptance through 
popularity contests.  You’re doing what you think every one else wants you to do, even 
though you don’t want to do it.  You’re searching for transcendence through some 



drunken experience with an alcoholic beverage or some concoction of pills.  Drugs have 
become an epidemic in society.!

Why do people put things into their bodies that cause them to want to feel a high?  
Because it is transcendence that they want.  They desire acceptance and worth.!

We can’t find our worth and our identity in these things.  It is a vain pursuit.  Acceptance 
is not found in:!

• sexual escapades !

• party lifestyles!

• designer labels!

If you are Jacob, you will never find your worth in some Rachel.  In the morning, it will 
always be Leah.  Or if you are Leah, you will never find your true value in some Jacob.  
No matter what you do, it will never be enough to earn Jacob’s attention.!

C.S. Lewis - “Most people, if they have really learned to look into their own hearts, 
would know that they do want, and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this 
world. There are all sorts of things in this world that offer to give it to you, but they never 
quite keep their promise. The longings which arise in us when we first fall in love, or first 
think of some foreign country, or first take up some subject that excites us, are longings 
which no marriage, no travel, no learning, can really satisfy…There was something we 
have grasped at, in that first moment of longing, which just fades away in the reality. I 
think everyone knows what I mean. The spouse may be a good spouse, and the hotels 
and scenery may have been excellent, and chemistry may be a very interesting job: but 
something has evaded us.”!

I can’t even begin to tell you the stories of people who thought they had met the person 
of their dreams who would fulfill all their hopes and meet all their expectations only to 
find out the next day that it was ‘Leah.’  (Not to throw Leah under the bus or anything, 
but to simply make a point.)!



Or if you land that dream job, the one you worked so hard to get through college for, the 
one that paid you the big bucks.  You get it, only to find out that it was Leah.  Or you 
work hard to make the grade and you think that you will finally be accepted because of 
the degrees you now have in front of your name, only to find out that it was Leah all 
along.  When a good thing becomes an ultimate thing, it always disappoints.!

People, places, and things to do not satisfy our hearts.  They always boast of providing 
us with fulfillment, but they always come up short.  They always disappoint us in the 
end.!

The satisfaction and acceptance that people, places, and things claims to offer us is like 
a mirage in a desert.  From a distance, it looks like a satisfying well of water, but the 
closer you get and try to drink, you realize it is nothing but sand.  Their pleasure is 
always illusive and fleeting, never really lasting.!

When this happens, we can respond in one of four ways:!

• we can blame those things and try to find new ones!

• we can blame ourselves and live in perpetual self-defeat!

• we can blame everyone else and become bitter!

• we can exchange our idols for the true and living God!

C.S. Lewis - “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, 
the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” !

Temporal things on the outside cannot fill an eternal void on the inside.  It is like trying to 
fit a square peg into a round hole.  It just doesn’t work, no matter how hard you try.!

I believe that the average Christian even within the church is bored with life because 
they have not yet learned how to live.  They keep looking to God to give them things 
that will satisfy their hearts rather than God Himself; God is a means to an end.!



Jeremiah 2:13 - “For My people have committed two evils: they have forsaken Me, 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken 
cisterns that can hold no water.”!

When the world runs out on you and leaves you high and dry, when the stuff and 
substance of this life becomes brittle and leaves a bitter taste in your mouth and a 
barrenness in your soul, your One true love and the Source of your acceptance remains 
the same and He will be as faithful as He has always been.!

If you want to know how much you are loved, He answered that question by stretching 
out His arms on a cross and bearing the full weight of your sin and shame on His own 
mighty shoulders.!

Jesus came to seek and to save the selfish Jacobs of this world.  He came to rescue 
the rejected and insecure Leahs of this world, the ones that no one else wants.  And He 
came to die for the beautiful but empty Rachels who think that their satisfaction and 
worth comes through what they do or do not have.!

Application:!

• Jesus came for the broken and the ugly.!

• He was rejected so I could be accepted.!

• Acceptance is by His grace, not my goodness.!

In the Jesus Storybook Bible, Sally Lloyd-Jones zeroes in on the grace of God in this 
story and calls Leah “the girl that nobody wanted.”  She writes:!

“‘No one loves me, Leah said.  ‘I’m too ugly.’  But God didn’t think she was ugly.  And 
when He saw that Leah was not loved and that no one wanted her, God chose her—to 
love her specially, to give her a very important job.  One day, God was going to rescue 
the whole world through Leah’s family.  Now when Leah knew that God loved her, in her 
heart, it didn’t matter anymore whether her husband loved her the best, or if she was 
the prettiest.  Someone had chosen her, someone did love her…So when Leah had a 



baby boy, she called him Judah, which means, ‘This time I will praise the Lord!’  And 
that’s just what she did.  And you’ll never guess what job God gave Leah.  You see, 
when God looked at Leah, He saw a princess.  And sure enough, that’s exactly what 
she became.  One of Leah’s children’s children’s children would be a Prince—the Prince 
of Heaven—God’s Son.  This Prince would love God’s people.  They wouldn’t need to 
be beautiful for Him to love them.  He would love them with all of His heart.  And they 
would be beautiful because He loved them.”!

Grace means that you and I are not loved by Christ because we are beautiful; we are 
beautiful because we are loved by Christ.  That’s why you can come limping into the 
arms of your loving Shepherd.  In a repentant heart of faith, bring to Jesus the broken 
pieces of your life and find true acceptance in His death and resurrection. !


