
“Make Me a Sanctuary”!
Exodus 25-40!

Today is the first Sunday in May, and I know what many of you are thinking—“How are 
we ever going to get through the whole Bible this year if it is May 7, and Brandon is still 
in Exodus?”  To which I would say, after today, we are really going to pick up the pace.!

Everything up to this point has been foundational for a good understanding of 
redemptive history:!

• creation and fall!

• Abrahamic covenant!

• redemption through sacrifice!

• God’s law!

In addition to giving the covenant nation His law, God instructs Moses to make a 
sanctuary so that God can make His relational presence known to His people.  God 
wants to dwell among His redeemed people.  Thus, the last half of Exodus is devoted to 
the construction of a special structure known as the ‘tabernacle.’!

The point of these chapters is to explain who God dwelt with His people by means of 
the tabernacle and its special furniture, and it foreshadows the presence of God in 
Christ with His redeemed church.  The tabernacle is all about the presence of God.!

Two questions to consider before we begin:!

Do we look to God’s presence?!

By the time we get to chapter 25, God has revealed His law through Moses, who has 
made a series of ascents to the top of Mount Sinai.  If we glance back to chapter 24, we 
read that God had summoned Moses and the elders of the people.  Moses could come 
near, but the others were kept at a distance.!



What happens in chapter 24 is a revelation of the way that God will meet with His 
people through the tabernacle later on.  It will serve as a pattern for salvation and 
worship.!

God summons Moses and the leaders (24:1-4)!

The covenant is ratified through blood (24:5-8)!

Moses and the leaders have fellowship with God (24:9-11)!

Moses enters the glory cloud (24:12-18)!

Philip Ryken - “This is also the story of our own salvation, which Exodus 24 reveals 
from beginning to end.  First, God calls us to worship Him, speaking to us by His Word.  
But we are separated from God by our sin.  Therefore, we have to keep our distance 
until God provides a sacrifice of atonement through the blood of His covenant.  Then, 
once our sins are covered, we can have fellowship with God.  We can sit down to feast 
at His banquet.  But how does the story end?  It ends with our entrance into glory.  This 
is the goal of our salvation: not just to see God and sit down with Him but to participate 
in His glory.” !

The end of chapter 24 says that Moses entered the cloud of God’s presence at the top 
of the mountain and was there for 40 days and nights where God gives him the design 
and blueprints for the tabernacle.  God’s instructions to Moses are recorded in the next 
seven chapters.!

If we go all the way to chapter 32, God finishes speaking with Moses and gives him the 
two stone tablets of testimony written with the finger of God.  He then sends Moses 
back down to the people, who had made an image of a golden calf when they saw that 
Moses had delayed to come down.!

In His wrath, God is ready to consume them, but Moses intercedes on their behalf.!

The scene that unfolds at the base of Mount Sinai is a tragic one indeed, but it reveals 
how prone we are to abandon the presence of the One True God in exchange for idols.  



Moses hears the sound of music and dancing, and he asks for an explanation from 
Aaron.!

Exodus 32:23-24 - “They said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us.  As 
for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not 
know what has become of him.  So I said to them, Let any who have gold take it 
off.  So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.”!

A pathetic response to be sure, but what happens next shows just how serious idolatry 
is to God.  Moses has the sons of Levi kill with the sword 3,000 people and God sends 
a plague upon the people.!

God wants to ‘tabernacle’ among His people, but they are bent on going their own way 
because of sin.!

As the people of God, we should be desperate for the presence of God.  We should live 
with this constant awareness.  Why?!

• we have an assignment we cannot fulfill!

Exodus 33:1-3 - “The Lord said to Moses, Depart; go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, To your offspring I will give it.  I will 
send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the 
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  Go up to a land flowing 
with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the 
way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”!

There can be no promise without God’s presence!  God makes His people aware of the 
fact that they desperately need Him.!

• we have a privilege we cannot forsake!

Samuel Chadwick - “Satan dreads nothing but prayer.  His one concern is to keep the 
saints from praying.  He fears nothing from prayer-less studies, prayer-less work, 



prayer-less religion.  He laughs at our toil, he mocks our wisdom, but he trembles when 
we pray.”!

• we have a family we cannot forget!

• we have a God we cannot fathom !

Do we long for God’s glory?!

There is a righteous discontent that each of us should have, the same that Paul 
displayed in Philippians 3:7-11.!

Why did God deliver His people out of Egypt?  What was His motivation?    !

Exodus 3:12 - “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you: when you 
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”!

Exodus 4:22 - “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus says the Lord, Israel is My 
firstborn son, and I say to you, Let My son go that he may serve Me.”!

The ultimate purpose of salvation is the glory of God.  God redeems people for the 
purpose of worship.  God delivers people for His own glory.  As a believer, you have 
been saved for the purpose of showcasing the glory of God and living for the glory of 
God.!

The point of all the detail involved with the construction of the tabernacle is that it shows 
just how important worship is to God.  It is all about His presence and His glory.  He has 
prescribed the way that He is to be worshiped and served. !

John Piper says it this way, “God is radically God-centered.”!

Let’s look at a telescopic view of the tabernacle, a big picture view of it rather than a 
microscopic view.  A couple of years ago, we looked at the tabernacle more in depth.  In 
a big picture kind of way, I want us to look at the tabernacle from the perspective of its 
unique place and purpose in redemptive history, how it illustrated the truth that God 
desires to dwell among His people and make His glory known.!



1.  It was a special place where God DWELT (25:8)!

“And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.”!

Moses had been on Mount Sinai for some 40 days where he received the 
commandments from God as well as the instructions for how the tabernacle was to be 
built.  God’s purpose in redeeming His people from their bondage in Egypt was so that 
they could be His own special people among whom He desired to dwell.!

Hence, the name “tabernacle” that was given to this structure.!

The tabernacle was the sanctuary of God, the place where God’s presence dwelt 
among His covenant people.  Scripture reveals the truth that God has always desires to 
dwell among those He created in His image.  This was the purpose for man’s creation 
way back in the beginning of Genesis.!

The garden of Eden was more than just a garden full of exotic trees where man went 
around naked—it was a sanctuary for the presence of God where God lived with those 
made in His image and likeness.!

The Bible shows us how God desires to dwell among us.  The mission of God 
throughout redemptive history is about salvation of fallen humanity so that we can live in 
His presence once again.!

Think about how humanity is marked by a longing for what I would call ‘transcendence,’ 
and it shows up in our pursuit of things outside ourselves to fulfill something inside us.!

J.R.R. Tolkien - “We all long for Eden, and we are constantly glimpsing it.  Our whole 
nature at its best and least corrupted, its gentlest and most humane, is still soaked with 
a sense of exile.”!

Lost and alienated from the life of God, man gropes around in the darkness for 
something that he cannot find on his own.  That is why he needs God to rescue him and 
restore him to his original purpose.!

Augustine - “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee.”!



Verse 8 reveals the heart of God and the core message of Scripture, the fact that He 
creates for His own glory and desires to dwell among those created in His image.  
Everything that God does in redemptive history is motivated by this truth.!

The tabernacle was a portable tent that served as a sanctuary.  It represented God’s 
presence with His people.  It was a realtime illustration of how God was with His people, 
and He was their God.  With careful detail, the rest of the chapters that follow in the 
book of Exodus deal with its elaborate construction.!

Though it reminded the people that God was close, it also reminded them that He was 
separate because of His holiness.!

These two aspects of God’s relationship with His people—His closeness and His 
holiness—are reflected in the names that are given to the structure.!

“Sanctuary” - word means holy place; combination of two Hebrew words meaning to 
be clean and to be holy!

“Tabernacle” - word means dwelling place; abode; closeness!

This doesn’t mean that the infinite God restricted His presence to the tabernacle, 
because we know that the Bible says God is omnipresent, or everywhere at the same 
time.  The universe itself cannot contain Him, let alone a simple tent in the desert.!

What it means is that God was present with His people in a special way for their benefit.!

John Mackay - “When they looked at the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the Israelites 
saw a moveable structure like their own tent dwellings, which pointed to the nearness of 
God.  But at the same time they were aware that God’s tent was something far more 
costly and grand than their own.  The precious metals used in its construction, the 
gorgeous colors of the hangings and draperies, the careful attention to the symmetry of 
the various items in the Tabernacle and in its whole layout, the beautiful and splendid 
clothing of the high priest—all pointed to the majesty and glory of the God who was 
pleased to dwell with them.”!



2.  It was a specific place that God DESIGNED (25:9)!

“Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and all of its furniture, 
so you shall make it.” !

Exodus tells us that God Himself gave Moses the blueprints for all the specifics of the 
tabernacle.  Moses was given a specific pattern for the construction of it, and he was to 
build it exactly as God ha designed it to be built. !

The last verse of chapter 24 says that Moses had been with God for 40 days and nights 
where he was given the tablets of testimony as well as the instructions for the 
sanctuary.  I find it simply amazing that it only takes God six days to create the universe, 
but it takes Him 40 days to explain the layout and design of the tabernacle to Moses.  
Six words are recorded in Genesis for the creation of the stars, but more than 16 
chapters in Exodus are devoted to the construction of the tabernacle.!

Upon coming down from the top of Mount Sinai, God tells Moses to take up a freewill 
offering for the construction of the sanctuary.  The people are given an opportunity to be 
involved.!

God is making a name for Himself, yet He has given us an opportunity to make a 
contribution.  What might yours be?!

I’m not going to take the time to go over all these details, but once the materials were 
gathered, the tabernacle was built according to God’s blueprints.!

For starters, the tent of meeting itself was surrounded by an eight foot tall barrier that 
measured 75 feet wide and 150 feet long and enclosed an area that was a bit more than 
10,000 square feet.  The enclosed area was known as the outer courtyard, and there 
was only one entrance from the east.  This barrier was made of white linen and served 
as a fence that surrounded the court outside of the tent of meeting itself.!

The tabernacle, or sanctuary, was a tent that was approximately 15 feet wide, 15 feet 
tall, and 45 feet long.  It was divided into two separate chambers, with one being larger 
than the other.  The larger chamber was referred to as the Holy Place, and it measured 



15 x 30 feet.  The smaller chamber was referred to as the Holy of Holies, and it 
measured 15 x 15 x 15—a perfect cube.!

The walls were made of acacia wood plated with pure gold.!

On the inside, forming the ceiling of the tent, was the linen covering beautifully 
embroidered with gold, purple, blue, and scarlet.  Woven into the fabric were figures of 
cherubim that looked down upon the worshiper.!

From the outside of the complex, the person looking on could only see the white linen 
barrier and the top part of the roof of the tabernacle, which was plain and unattractive.  
All of its inner beauty was concealed within.!

Within the complex, there were seven pieces of furniture that God gave specific 
instructions for.  From the outer court into the innermost sanctuary, there was:!

• the bronze altar!

• the bronze laver!

• the table of showbread!

• the golden lampstand!

• the altar of incense!

• the ark of the covenant!

• the mercy seat!

3.  It was a symbolic place as God DIRECTED (Heb. 8:5)!

“They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.  For when Moses was about to 
erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, See that you make everything 
according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.”!

Remember the important fact that God tells Moses that the tabernacle is a pattern.  It 
was a temporal pattern that served to illustrate an eternal principle.  The reason we 



need to understand the tabernacle, and later the temple, is not so that we can draw 
pictures of it or build an exact replica, but to learn its symbolism and the role it served in 
redemptive history.  It teaches us something about the God we worship.!

God is unchanging, and the truth of how we approach Him in worship has remained the 
same throughout history.!

Why the tabernacle?  Why all the detail?!

Because the tabernacle was a small glimpse of heaven here on earth.  This is why so 
much emphasis is placed on whether or not Moses built it exactly like God had directed.!

The writer of Hebrews tells us that the tabernacle was an earthly structure designed to 
teach heavenly realities to God’s people.!

Philip Ryken - “The tabernacle was a microcosm of the universe.  Inside was Heaven, 
and outside was earth, with God at the center of it all.  The heart of the tabernacle was 
the Holy of Holies, where God reigned in glory.  The tabernacle, in turn, was at the heart 
of Israel, with all twelve tribes surrounding it.  And Israel was at the heart of the world, 
the centerpiece in God’s plan for saving the nations.  The tabernacle was the most 
important place in the world, a little bit of heaven on earth.  The point was not that 
somehow God could be contained within the four walls of a tent.  No, the tabernacle 
was set up like Heaven to show that God rules over both Heaven and earth.” !

It was all a shadow, a visual aid, an object lesson of sorts in order to demonstrate the 
kind of relationship that God desires to have with His people.  God says, “Make Me a 
sanctuary that I may dwell in their midst.”!

Once it was built, image this scene described in the last chapter: !

Exodus 40:34-38 - “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of 
meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle.  Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from 
over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.  But if the cloud was not 



taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up.  For the cloud 
of the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of 
all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.”!

What we read here is the glory of the Lord dwelling in the midst of His people.  This is 
what God has desired, even from the beginning.  This is what the Scarlet Thread is all 
about, church family—the glory of God dwelling in the midst of His people.!

God’s presence at creation!

• the dwelling place of God: Eden!

• Adam enjoyed His presence!

• all of Creation reflected His glory!

The same word that is used in Genesis 2 when the Bible says, “God walked with Adam 
in the garden”, is the same word that is used in Leviticus to describe how God walked 
with His people in the tabernacle. The picture is Adam enjoying uninterrupted fellowship 
in the presence of God.  Uninterrupted communion with God in all of His glory.  Adam 
enjoyed His presence, and creation reflected His glory.  Without exception, everything 
reflected and radiated the glory of God.  There in the garden, everything was worship.  
Everywhere was holy ground.  All of creation perfectly reflecting the glory of God.!

Now, we know that in Genesis 3, sin mars the whole picture, and everything changes—
man and woman and creation.  Yet there’s a promise of redemption.  God’s promise to 
redeem a people for Himself, and we’ve read how God called out a people to Himself to 
be a display of His glory to all peoples.!

God’s presence at Mount Sinai!

• the dwelling place of God: Tabernacle!

• Aaron entered His presence !

• all of Israel followed His glory!



Here at the end of Exodus, where is the dwelling place of God? It’s not in Eden 
anymore. The dwelling place of God is the tabernacle. “Tabernacle” literally means 
“dwelling place.”  There are interesting parallels between Eden and the tabernacle.!

God’s presence in the gospel!

• the dwelling place of God: Jesus!

• Jesus embodied His presence!

• Jesus displayed His glory!

Colossians 1:19 says, “God was pleased to have all of his fullness dwell in Him.”  
Hebrews 1:3, “He is the radiance of the glory of God.”  Do you want to see the glory of 
God?  Then simply look at Jesus.  John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.”  Do you know what that word “dwelt” is there in that verse?  It is the same 
word that is used all throughout the Greek translation of the Old Testament for 
“tabernacle.”  Same word.  It is the verb form of the noun “tabernacle.”!

Literally, it’s John saying, “The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us,” which is 
why he says right after that “And we have seen his glory.”  The glory of the Lord.  Just 
think about that.  The High Priest would walk into the Holy of Holies and see the glory of 
God once a year.  Now, that glory is walking on the streets of Jerusalem.  He is the 
tabernacle.  He is the place where the glory of God dwells.  If you want to see the glory 
of God, look at Jesus Christ who is God in the flesh.!

Now you understand what Jesus means when He said in John 2, “Destroy this temple 
and in three days I will rebuild it.”!

They think He is talking about the physical temple, but He is not.  He is talking about 
Himself because He is the place where you meet with God. You meet with God through 
Christ, which is why when He died on the cross, the temple veil was torn in two!  The 
tabernacle and temple, with all of its furniture and sacrificial system—it all pointed to 
Him, anyway.!



God’s presence in the church!

• the dwelling place of God: Us!

• we possess His presence!

• the nations observe His glory!

After His resurrection, the gospels say that Jesus has ascended into heaven, so He 
leaves the earth.  Does that mean that there is no longer a visible presence of God 
here?  No.  It’s not what that means because as He ascends to heaven, He is calling a 
people to Himself, and they trust in Him.  He pours out His presence, the Holy Spirit, 
who indwells them as believers.  Now, the dwelling place of God is us—the church.!

When we place our faith in Christ, He puts His Spirit in us, and we become the dwelling 
place of God.  This is why the Bible says in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, “Do you not know 
brothers that you yourselves are God’s temple?”  1 Corinthians 6:19, “Your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit where the Spirit and presence and glory of God dwells in you.”!

1 Peter 2:5-6, “You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.  For it stands in Scripture, Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in Him will not be put to shame.”!

All around the world, the house is being built!!

God’s presence in the new creation!

• the dwelling place of God: Heaven!

• we will delight in His presence!

• all creation will be filled with His glory!

All of this is the glorious reality for those who trust in the Lamb, and only those who trust 
in the Lamb.  There is also fearful truth presented in Revelation 21—eternity spent in 
the lake of fire apart from Christ.!



That why you need to come away from the trifling stuff of the world!!

Turn from all that would beg your focus and attention and worship.  Renounce self, 
abandon pride, turn to Christ.  Don’t waver another moment.  God wants to make you a 
living sanctuary for His glory.  !

When you do, seek His presence and glory above all else.


