
“Our Sacrificial Lamb” 
Luke 23:33-43 

I have been greatly encouraged in my Christian life by the biographies of men and 

women who have lived throughout history.  I’ve heard it said that knowledge comes 

through experience, but wisdom comes through learning from the experiences of others.  

This past week, I read an account on the life of William Cowper, one of the greatest 

hymn writers the church has ever produced.  He was born in England in 1731 and died 

in 1800.  Even though he was remarkably gifted with poetry and prose, Cowper was 

prone to great bouts of depression.  In fact, so serious was his depression that no less 

than three times did he attempt to take his own life.  After one such attempt, he was 

even hospitalized.  It was through this experience that he came to faith in Christ.  

However, that didn’t mean his struggle went away.  Even after he was saved, there were 

times in his life where it was hard to put one foot in front of another. 

One of the greatest influences in his life was John Newton, a man who became a pastor 

and mentor to Cowper.  He recognized Cowper’s giftedness with poetry and solicited his 

help with writing a hymnal to be used in worship for his congregation.  It is amazing that 

God often will use the very thing that we ask Him to take away from our lives as an 

instrument of grace for His own glory.  Paul had his thorn.  Cowper had his depression.  

And yet it was from the midst of his own pain that the grace of God in his life enabled 

him to be a blessing to so many others.  Whether you realize it or not, you have more 

than likely been blessed by this man.  It was William Cowper who wrote these lines: 

There is a fountain filled with blood 

drawn from Immanuel’s veins! 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 

lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see 

that fountain in his day; 

And there may I, though vile as he, 

wash all my sins away! 



The ‘dying thief’ of Cowper’s hymn is found in our text this morning from the gospel of 

Luke.  Keep in mind that over the last few weeks, we have sort of looked at the life and 

ministry of Jesus from 30,000 feet.  We have seen Him presented in a number of ways: 

• Our Qualified King 

• Our Perfect Representative 

• Our Tested Messiah 

• Our Good Shepherd 

This morning, I want us to look at the crucifixion narrative from Luke’s perspective.  

Here, we see Jesus presented as our Sacrificial Lamb.  The Old Testament system of 

worship demanded a priest, a sacrifice, and an altar.  These were the necessary 

requirements for God’s presence to be with His people.  Here at the cross, we discover 

that Jesus is all of the above. 

• As our priest, He mediates between God and man. 

• As our sacrifice, He atones for our sin. 

• As our altar, He ushers us into the presence of God. 

All four of the gospel accounts have pertinent information about the events that 

transpired as Jesus died on the cross for man’s sin.  This is the moment we have all 

been waiting for.  All year long, we have anticipated this very thing as we considered 

how the message of the law and prophets have brought us to this point. 

All of Scripture brings us right here to this emphasis!  The cross of Jesus Christ is the 

focal point of Scripture, and it ought to be the focal point of every sermon. 

As far as context goes, by this point in Luke’s gospel, Jesus has been betrayed, 

arrested, and condemned to die before Pilate.  He is led outside the city gates to 

Calvary where He is taken and nailed to a cross between two thieves.  I want us to zero 

in on the scene that Luke paints for us.  In many ways, the scene we are presented with 

is a microcosm of the world.  On one side of the cross, there is a man dying in sin.  On 



the other side of the cross, there is a man dying to sin.  The reason is because on the 

cross in the middle, there is a Man dying for sin.  The Man on the middle cross is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

From Luke’s account of the crucifixion, there are three things that I want you to see 

about Christ our sacrificial Lamb. 

1.  He is SURROUNDED by mockers 

33—And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Him, 

and the criminals, on on His right and one on His left. 

Contrary to what may believe, the central message of our Christian faith is not the 

Sermon on the Mount, nor is it love for one’s neighbor.  The message that was 

preached by the apostles was that we human beings are guilty, helpless, and incapable 

of atoning for our sins.  The central message of Christianity is the cross, a thing which 

shatters our pride and strikes at the notion of self-effort. 

1 Corinthians 1:18—“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 

The cross destroys the wisdom of the wise! 

Luke says in verse 33 that Jesus was brought to the place that is called ‘The Skull.’  The 

word ‘Calvary’ is its Latin form, while ‘Golgotha’ is its Aramaic form.  It was there that 

they ‘crucified’ Him. 

You should keep in mind that crucifixion with all of its horrors was common in the first 

century world.  I read where some have estimated that the Romans crucified on 

average around 30,000 people a year.  It was the accepted form of execution for 

political prisoners and criminals of all sorts.  Although there were many who were 

crucified in those days, the cup of suffering that God the Father gave Christ to drink was 

unique.  Christ suffered on the cross as our sin bearer, something no one else had ever 

done.  Erwin Lutzer has said that the horror of our Savior’s holiness coming in contact 

with our sinfulness is what Calvary is all about.  



Crucifixion was one of the most horrible forms of execution that man has ever come up 

with.  The word ‘excruciating’ comes from the same Greek word, just to give you a clue 

as to the pain involved.  It was a slow death, intended to inflict maximum agony and 

suffering upon the victim.   

I want to stop at this point and emphasize the fact that before the agony of the cross 

itself, we’re told that Jesus was tortured and then He was crucified.  Earlier in the 

chapter, we read that Pilate had sent Jesus to Herod, who along with his soldiers, 

treated Jesus with contempt.  

Matthew’s account tells us that Pilate’s soldiers also were involved, having beat into His 

brow a twisted crown of thorns.  They spit on Him and struck Him with a reed, then 

pretended to kneel before Him.  Their intent was to cause as much shame and 

humiliation as possible.  It was only after humiliating Jesus in this way that they then 

took Him and crucified Him.   

What exactly was involved in death by crucifixion? 

Lee Strobel, interview with Dr. Alexander Metherell in Case For Christ—“These 

days when condemned criminals are strapped down and injected with poisons, or 

secured to a wooden chair and subjected to a surge of electricity, the circumstances are 

highly controlled.  Death comes quickly and predictably.  Medical examiners carefully 

certify the victim’s passing.  From close proximity witnesses scrutinize everything from 

beginning to end.  But how certain was death by this crude, slow, and rather inexact 

form of execution called crucifixion?  In fact, most people aren’t sure how the cross kills 

its victims.  And without a trained medical examiner to officially attest that Jesus had 

died, might He have escaped the experience brutalized and bleeding but nevertheless 

alive?  I began to unpack these issues. ‘What happened when He arrived at the site of 

the crucifixion?’ I asked.  ‘He would have been nailed in the outstretched position to the 

horizontal beam.  This crossbar was called the patibulum, and at this stage it was 

separate from the vertical beam, which was permanently set in the ground…The 

Romans used spikes that were five to seven inches long and tapered to a sharp point.  

They were driven through the wrists…a solid position that would lock the hand; if the 



nails had been driven through the palms, His weight would have caused the skin to tear 

and He would have fallen off the cross.  So the nails went through the wrists, although 

this was considered part of the hand in the language of the day.  And it’s important to 

understand that the nail would go through the place where the median nerve runs.  This 

is the largest nerve going out to the hand, and it would be crushed by the nail that was 

being pounded in.’  Since I have only a rudimentary knowledge of the human anatomy, I 

wasn’t sure what this meant.  ‘What sort of pain would that have produced,’ I asked.  

‘Let me put it this way,’ he replied.  ‘Do you know the kind of pain you feel when you 

bang your elbow and hit your funny bone?  That’s actually another nerve, called the 

ulna nerve.  It’s extremely painful when you accidentally hit it.  Well, picture taking a pair 

of pliers and squeezing and crushing that nerve,’ he said, emphasizing the word 

squeezing as he twisted an imaginary pair of pliers.’  That effect would be similar to 

what Jesus experienced.  ‘The pain was absolutely unbearable,’ he continued.  ‘In fact, 

it was literally beyond words to describe; they had to invent a new word: excruciating.  

Literally, excruciating means out of the cross.  Think of that: they needed to create a 

new word, because there was nothing in the language that could describe the intense 

anguish caused during the crucifixion.  At this point Jesus was hoisted as the crossbar 

was attached to the vertical stake, and then nails were driven through Jesus’ feet.  

Again, the nerves in His feet would have been crushed, and there would have been a 

similar type of pain.’  Crushed and severed nerves were certainly bad enough, but I 

needed to know about the effect that hanging from the cross would have had on Jesus.  

‘What stresses would this have put on His body?’  Metherell answered, ‘First of all, His 

arms would have immediately been stretched, probably about six inches in length, and 

both shoulders would have become dislocated…Once a person is hanging in the 

vertical position,’ he replied, ‘crucifixion is essentially an agonizingly slow death by 

asphyxiation.’”  

Jesus would have had to literally push and pull up on the spikes just to get a breath, and 

this went on for six long, agonizing hours. 



All of this is prophetic fulfillment of Psalm 22.  Add to this all of the verbal abuse and 

insults that were leveled at Jesus, and you get the picture of one terrible, heart 

wrenching scene. 

35—And the people stood by watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, He saved 

others; let Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One! 

The word ‘scoffed’ means to sneer; the idea is that of turning up the nose; used only by 

Luke to refer to the treatment that Jesus received from the Pharisees. 

Ironically, they themselves admitted that He saved others! 

36—The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine 

37—and saying, If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself! 

38—There was also an inscription over Him, This is the King of the Jews. 

39—One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, Are You not the 

Christ?  Save Yourself and us! 

And so the point is this—as Jesus is suffering unlike any human being who has ever 

lived, He is literally surrounded by mockers, compounding His misery and pain. 

2.  He is SUFFERING for sinners 

34—And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’  And they 

cast lots to divide His garments.” 

The timeline we are presented with in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John reveal that Jesus 

was crucified about 9am and remained on the cross until 3pm.  From noon to 3pm, 

there was darkness over all the land.  In this place of humiliation and excruciating pain, 

Jesus Christ is suffering to open up the way of salvation for sinners, even those who 

were mercilessly nailing and railing upon Him.  

As they are hammering away, Jesus is praying for them.  This is the first of seven 

statements from the cross that Jesus made that are recorded in the gospels.  Consider: 



• “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34) 

• “Today you will be with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43) 

• “Woman, behold your son” (John 19:25-27) 

• “Why have You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46) 

• “I thirst” (John 19:28) 

• “It is finished” (John 19:30) 

• “Father, into Your hands” (Luke 23:46) 

Even while on the cross, Jesus is submitted to the Father’s will and showing 

compassion to others.  What kind of love is this?  I mean, have you ever heard of such 

expressions of compassion and grace? 

Think about those who have offended you recently.  Or, perhaps it was something said 

or done to you a long time ago.  Sometimes we refuse to forgive others.  And yet at the 

same time we claim to be the followers of Jesus.  Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them,” 

even as they were nailing Him to the cross.  Why can’t you forgive those who offend you 

over reasons that pale in comparison to this? 

Because all of this is such a familiar scene in our minds, we can easily sentimentalize it 

or even become calloused to it.  I mean, the cross is more than a piece of jewelry to be 

worn around your neck.  It is more than a tattoo to be engraved into your arm. 

What is really going on here?  Jesus is not a martyr, a leaders of some lost cause for 

whom we have sympathy.  Nor is He being taken against His own wishes, as if He were 

not in control of the events that were transpiring.  As the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sins of the world, He is willingly laying down His life.   

Again, remember what He said: 

John 10:17-18—“I lay down My life…No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of 
My own accord.” 



The cross is the eternal plan of God, without which there would be no hope for the fallen 

members of Adam’s race.  What we are witnessing here in this passage has been 

anticipated throughout the entirety of the biblical text. 

All of the sacrifices throughout the Old Testament were merely shadows that pointed to 

this.  From the first death recorded in the Bible that was necessary to clothe Adam’s 

nakedness, to the picture of Abraham offering Isaac on Mount Moriah, to the Passover

—it all points us to the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

You should write these words in the margin of your Bible, words that get to the heart of 

what is happening here: 

Sacrifice—Jesus is dying our death 

The death we deserve for our sins, He is taking upon Himself.  It is what we have seen 

multiple times over as we’ve been reading through the Bible this year.  The blood of 

sacrifice is a necessary covering for people’s sin, whether it’s Exodus 12, the Passover 

sacrifice, or Exodus 24 and the blood of the covenant, or Leviticus 16 as blood is 

sprinkled over the atonement cover.  What we have here in Luke 23 is the sinless, 

perfect sacrifice, Jesus Himself. He is our sacrificial Passover Lamb.  It is His blood that 

seals the covenant and provides an atonement, a covering, for our sins.   

Hebrews 9:26—“He has done away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

Propitiation—Jesus is enduring our hell 

Propitiation refers to the turning away of wrath.  Sin must be met by the holy fury, the 

holy justice, the holy wrath of God.  As sinners, we deserve to bear God’s wrath against 

sin.  All of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  The wages of sin is death.  

We stand condemned in our sin.  Yet the Bible says, “God, while we were still sinners, 

sent His Son, Christ, to die for us,” to take the heat of God’s wrath upon himself so that 

we would be saved from wrath. 

Romans 3:25—“Whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be 
received by faith. 



For those in Christ, Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, we have peace with God.”  Romans 

8:1, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  It 

means my condemnation is gone.  It means God’s wrath has been satisfied.  It’s been 

poured out on Christ. 

We tend to think of the cross only in terms of how Christ died for us; the gospel also 

emphasizes that He died for God.  He died to save me; He died to satisfy God’s wrath. 

Isaiah 53:10—“Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush Him; He has put Him to 
grief.”   

It was the Lord’s will to crush Jesus in my place, to pour out condemnation of sin upon 

Him instead of you and me.  On the cross, Jesus Christ endured my hell so that I could 

have His heaven. 

Reconciliation—Jesus is suffering our separation 

Because of our sin, we are separated from God infinitely, eternally separated from God 

in our sin.  Man’s number one problem is revealed in Genesis 3 in the beginning of the 

Bible.  He is in exile.  He is cast out of the presence of God, he is separated from God.  

On the cross, Jesus Christ endures the separation for us, so that, instead of being cast 

out, we might be invited in. 

Matthew 27:45-46—“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land 
until the ninth hour.  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, why have You 
forsaken Me?’”   

The light of the sun was extinguished as God the Son was separated from God the 

Father and forsaken by Him as He became my sin.  Think about it. 

Martin Luther—“All the prophets foresaw that on the cross Jesus become the greatest 

murderer, adulterer, thief, rebel, and blasphemer that there ever was.  Our most merciful 

Father sent His only Son into the world and said to Him, ‘Jesus, You will become Peter 

the denier; you will become Paul that persecutor, blasphemer, and cruel oppressor; you 



will become David that adulterer; you will become Adam, that sinner which did eat the 

fruit in Paradise.’” 

To say it another way: 

• You will become the husband who ran out on his wife and kids 

• You will become the person strung out on heroine 

• You will become the teen girl who has lied to mom   

This is what the Bible means in 2 Corinthians 5:21 when it says that He made Him who 

knew no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

We who are sinners to the core, now welcomed into the presence of an infinitely holy 

God all because Jesus has suffered our separation.  We once were enemies of God.  

Now, we are friends of God.  Once cast out, now invited in. 

Redemption—Jesus is paying our debt 

To redeem means to buy back at a price.  The word ‘redeem’ in Scripture was used to 

refer to the purchase of a slave’s freedom. 

Galatians 4:4-5—“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

We once were slaves to sin. For those of us who are in Christ, we are now sons and 

daughters of God.  We have been bought with a steep price.  With the price of His own 

blood, the Son of God purchased me as one of His own.  Now, I have been adopted into 

the family of God as a child with full rights of inheritance.  And all of that is exactly what 

is happening here as Jesus is suffering for sinners.   

3.  He is SALVATION to believers 

As our sacrificial Lamb upon the cross, Jesus Christ is surrounded by mockers as He is 

suffering for sinners.  And even as He is experiencing the wrath of God in the sinner’s 



place, He takes the time to save one of those thieves who just so happened to be 

crucified next to Him. 

This scene is perhaps one of, if not the most, tender and compassionate images of the 

grace of God. 

It is not by coincidence that Jesus is crucified between two criminals, one on His left and 

the other one on His right.    

If you or I had been the centurion in charge of carrying out the execution of these men 

that day, we would have put these two guys next to each other and Jesus off to the side.  

Yet, this Roman solider had no idea that he was being used in the fulfillment of Bible 

prophecy: 

Isaiah 53:12—“He poured out His soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors.” 

God had determined that He who was most holy should die among those who were 

most unholy.  Jesus not only died among criminals, but was numbered as one of them.  

He is crucified literally in between two guilty sinners. 

These guys crucified next to Jesus had a rap sheet a mile long.  They had made a 

career out of crime.  Crucifixion was appropriate for such a pair.  However, only one of 

them comes to understand this.  As such, the ‘dying thief’ becomes an example of what 

salvation by grace through faith looks like. 

Understanding his personal guilt 

Jesus was ridiculed by everyone who happened to be standing around the cross, as 

well as the criminals who were crucified with Him.  As one of them is insulting Him, the 

other one stops. 

40—But the other rebuked him, saying, Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence of condemnation? 



41—And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this 

man has done nothing wrong. 

He has an understanding of his own personal guilt before God.  He realizes that he is 

getting what he deserves for his deeds.  Pastor and author Timothy Keller points out 

that this thief says something that is not possible to admit without God’s help—his own 

guilt.  I know that all of us have an idea in our mind when we hear the word ‘criminal,’ or 

‘thief.’  The word used in the Greek text carries the idea that these men were 

insurrectionists.   

Let’s suppose that these two guys were indeed anti-Roman insurrectionists.  As those 

who hated Rome, you would suspect that both of them would be cursing the soldiers 

with their dying breath.  Think about it—there is no way that one of them would ever say 

that he is getting what he deserved without the conviction of God’s Spirit in his life.  At 

some point, he comes to understand his own guilt. 

This is essentially the attitude of repentance, which always understands a person’s guilt 

before God.  And yet he also understands that Jesus is innocent.  He says that Jesus is 

suffering though innocent.  Repentance is a change of mind that leads to a change in 

belief and action. 

Repentance recognizes that sin is first and foremost against God.  King David 

committed one of the most heinous public sins in history.  He committed adultery with 

Bathsheba, then murdered her husband Uriah in an attempt to cover it up, and then lied 

about it for a year.  When God finally brought him to repentance, he writes about his 

experience in Psalm 51:  

Psalm 51:4—“Against You, You only, have I sinned.”  

How could he say that?  Think about all the people he had hurt—Uriah, Bathsheba, all 

of Israel.  It’s not as though he doesn’t recognize this.  Rather, it’s because God is so 

big and glorious in his mind that this is the most important Person he has sinned 

against. 

Listen—is that how you feel about your sin?   



Repentance has to be first vertical before it is horizontal.  The dying thief is a picture of 

what vertical repentance looks like.  His guilt is before him, and he recognizes he is 

getting just desserts.  Please understand that there is a difference between feeling 

remorse for the mess sin has made of your life, and feeling repentance toward God 

about it. 

2 Corinthians 7:10—“For godly grief produces a repentance that leads salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.” 

Repentance is not measured by the amount of tears but about whether your heart 

toward God changes.  The sadness you feel about your sin—is it because of what your 

sin has done to God, or to others, or to you?  Ultimately, God is the main One that 

you’ve sinned against.  God is your Creator.  He’s your judge.  He’s the one that filled 

our lives with goodness.  He’s the Father whose love we have spurned and the One we 

have pushed out of our lives.  As long as you think only about the horizontal dimensions 

of your sin, you will never really change. 

Recognizing his need for grace 

One of the most shocking things in the Bible happens here on the cross.  Notice how 

this dying thief, in addition to the understanding he has about his guilt, he recognizes 

that Jesus is the only One who can do anything about it! 

42—And he said, Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Unlike the other guy, he is not asking for Jesus to save him in the sense of saving his 

own skin.  He is not asking to be spared the pain of the cross.  Nor is he asking for a 

place in the kingdom.  He simply asks the Lord, “Remember me.” 

He simply asks Jesus to remember him.  It is a stunning admission of his need for 

grace. 

When it came to hope, this guy was all out of options.  It was too late for him to start 

over.  His situation is utterly hopeless, for he was completely helpless when it came to 

saving himself. 



Arthur Pink—“He could not walk in the paths of righteousness for there was a nail 

through either foot.  He could not perform any good works for there was a nail through 

either hand.  He could not turn over a new leaf and live a better life for he was dying.” 

And as God’s providence would have it, this dying thief becomes an example of what 

the grace of God looks like in a believer’s life.  He turns to the Man on the middle cross, 

and in Him he places all of his hope. 

Confessing Jesus as his Lord 

The thief on the cross understands his guilt, recognizes his need for grace, and he 

confesses Jesus as his Lord.  Think about all that this man had witnessed. 

• he had heard Jesus pray for their forgiveness 

• he had seen how Jesus had responded in love 

• he had read the inscription above Jesus’ head 

At some point, the man came to understand and believe that Jesus was indeed the 

Christ.  He recognizes that Jesus is a King who is heir to a kingdom.  There in the midst 

of his own pain, he places his faith and confidence in Christ. 

Think of how remarkable all of this is!   

I mean, this guy believed at a time when it appeared that Jesus was entirely helpless to 

save anyone.  In fact, it seemed to everyone else that Jesus was the one who needed 

saving.  When are in need of rescue, you don’t turn to someone who is dying in 

disgrace.  Even common sense says that a savior must be someone who rises above 

the rest of us rather than suffers as one of us.  Consider the lunacy of it: 

• What kind of savior would wear a crown of thorns? 

• What kind of savior would have His beard plucked out? 

• What kind of savior would receive the nails? 



This was not the kind of Messiah that the Jews had been looking for, but it was the One 

that God had determined to send.  And at some point during those six hours on the 

cross, this thief came to believe. 

He becomes someone who experiences the grace of God in Christ.  His repentance and 

faith leads to his conversion, and he is saved and given assurance: 

43—And He said to him, Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise. 

The fact that Jesus tells this thief that today you will be ‘with Me’ describes the personal 

fellowship they would both enjoy together.  

Consider this—what did Jesus have to gain from granting the thief’s request?  He is 

never going to do anything useful for Jesus.  He can’t help the cause; he’ll never give 

his testimony to a single person, never go on a mission trip or contribute a single penny 

to the church.  Yet Jesus grants it and promises him the hope of eternal life.  That is 

what makes it grace.   

Grace is God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense.  Grace means that there is nothing that I 

can do to save myself or earn for myself a spot at the table.  If there is any hope for me, 

then it comes only as a gift from God to be received in faith.  That’s it.  And this is what 

the cross is all about. 

Conclusion 

The cross of Jesus cannot be ignored, trivialized, or sentimentalized.  It can only be 

rejected or embraced.  In a sense, the whole world is represented by the two men on 

either side of Jesus.  Just like them, all of us are guilty before God and deserving of 

death.  None of us have anything to offer God, no ability to save ourselves. 

Our only hope is to be found in the Man on the middle cross!  He is my sacrificial Lamb 

who died in my place in order to rescue me from the clutches of sin and death.   

Like the thief on the cross, I am in no position to bargain with God.  I have nothing to 

offer Him.  One thief sees Him as a means to an end and ends up dying in his sin.  The 

other thief sees Him as the end to the means, is thereby forgiven of his sin, and is given 



entrance into the family of faith.  Like him, my only hope is to flee to God’s sacrificial 

Lamb for safety and refuge. 

The dying thief rejoice to see 

that fountain in his day; 

And there may I, though vile as he, 

wash all my sins away! 


