
“The True Measure of Success”!
Joshua 1:1-9!

Transitions can often be difficult.  Think about how this is so through the various stages 
of life:!

• young adulthood!

• newlyweds!

• parenting !

The opening verses of the book of Joshua reveal that the nation of Israel is in transition.  
Moses has died, and another leader has taken his place.  Imagine being the guy who 
just so happens to follow Moses as leader.  Will he be successful?!

Perhaps more so than anything else, we Americans long for a thing called success.  A 
simple search of the word “success” on Amazon’s website yields more than 250,000 hits
—books, essays, music titles, etc.  Success is something that we think about often.  The 
desire for it drives our decision making and work ethic.  Everyone has their own 
definition of what success is and how it is achieved.  There may in fact be a grain of 
truth to them, but when compared to the biblical understanding of success, our 
understanding of success often comes up short.!

Here in this passage, you and I are given a glimpse into what constitutes the true 
measure of success in life.  Interestingly enough, it has nothing to do with your salary, 
how good of a student you are, or your work ethic.  All of those things are good things, 
but they are not the main thing.  You can succeed at business, in academics, in sports, 
and still fail where it really counts.!

By way of context, verse 1 says that it was after the death of Moses that the events of 
the book of Joshua took place.!

The death of Moses is recorded in Deuteronomy 34.  Keep in mind that he had been 
prevented from entering the promised land himself because of an act of disobedience.  



He is described as the “servant of the Lord” posthumously, as will Joshua later on at the 
end of the book that bears his name.  To be the ‘servant’ of the Lord implies humility and 
submission, even though Moses had been a great leader.!

God buries His workmen, but His work carries on!!

Alexander Maclaren - “No man is indispensable.  God’s work goes on uninterrupted.  
The instruments are changed, but the Master’s hand is the same, and lays one tool 
aside and takes another out of the tool chest as He will.”!

The baton of leadership passes from Moses to Joshua.  This is not the first time that we 
have met Joshua.  God had been preparing Joshua to assume the leadership of Israel 
after Moses stepped off the scene.  He had been a:!

• Slave—he was born into slavery in Egypt and given the name ‘Hoshea’ by his 
parents, which means “salvation”; Moses later changed his name to ‘Joshua’ which 
means “the LORD is salvation”; his name reflected that with God a promise made is 
always a promise kept!

• Soldier—we first meet Joshua in Exodus 17 as he leads the fighting men against 
the forces of Amalek; this was Israel’s first of many future battles!

• Servant—we read in Exodus and Numbers that Joshua became Moses’ right hand 
man; he had been among those elders that were privileged to go part of the way up 
Mt. Sinai and see the glory of God from a distance; he was responsible for guarding 
the tent of meeting according to Exodus 33:11; he was a worshiper!

• Spy—Numbers 13 says that he was one of the 12 men who were sent on a 40 day 
reconnaissance mission to spy out the land; he was one of only two of the former 
generation who were ready to move forward in faith; he wandered in the wilderness 
for 40 years because of Israel’s lack of faith; he was patient !

• Successor—by the time we get to the book that bears his name, the mantle of 
leadership has passed from Moses to Joshua; he will be the one to lead the people 
forward to take possession of their inheritance!



God gives Joshua a special commission.  Will he be successful in fulfilling it?  He will be 
so long as keeps several things in mind.  His success will involve at least four things:!

1.  Believing in God’s PROMISES (1:1-4)!

“After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses’ assistant, ‘Moses My servant is dead.  Now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of 
Israel.  Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I 
promised to Moses.  From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of 
the sun shall be your territory.” !

He commands him to cross the Jordan and lead the Israelites to take possession of the 
land that God had given them.  In fact, the word ‘land’ is used 87 times in the 24 
chapters of the book.  The whole purpose of the book of Joshua is centered around 
Israel’s claiming of their inheritance.!

God gave the land to His people because of His gracious covenant with their ancestor 
Abraham.  As long as they were obedient to God, they prospered in the land.  When 
they turned from God, they were judged in the land and even expelled from it through 
deportation and captivity.!

Why the emphasis on the land?!

The land is important because it becomes the stage upon which the drama of 
redemption unfolds.  Israel worshiping the Lord God in the land would be a lifeline 
between heaven and earth.  It would be here that God Himself would visit earth, having 
wrapped Himself up in human flesh, and coming in the likeness of men.  Every drama 
has a stage!!

God tells Joshua to move forward in the faith and confidence that the land had been 
given to them.  They were to simply believe God’s promises and act on that belief.  They 
were to lay claim to what was theirs as a gift of God’s grace.!



Listen to the language of grace in verses 2-3:!

“Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am 
giving to them, to the people of Israel.  Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 
upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses.”!

Notice that God says “I am giving” in verse 2, while He says, “I have given” in verse 3.  
The first implies future intention, while the second implies past action.  The second use 
of the Hebrew verb is in the ‘qatal’ or perfect tense, which means completed action.!

God is telling Joshua that He intends to give them the land that He has already given 
them.  God is using the past tense to express the absolute certainty of a future 
occurrence.  Joshua was to lead the people forward with firm conviction that the God 
who promised is also the God who will perform. !

True faith is not stationary or stagnant.  It is full of action that comes as a result of a 
convinced heart. !

Joshua is to the Old Testament what the book of Ephesians is to the New.  Paul’s letter 
to the Ephesian church is all about the wealth of resources that belong to those who are 
in Christ.!

Ephesians 1:3 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”!

Notice he says that we have been ‘blessed'—aorist verb tense that indicates past action
—with every spiritual blessing.  That simply means that you and I are not waiting around 
for God’s blessing.  No, we have been given the highest possible blessing in Jesus 
Christ.!

As the followers of Jesus, we are to move forward in faith and full assurance, which 
serves as the true evidence that we really believe the promises of God.!

2 Corinthians 1:20 - “For all the promises of God find their ‘Yes’ in Him.”!

2.  Depending on God’s SPIRIT (1:5; 9)!



“No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life.  Just as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you.  I will not leave you or forsake you…Have I not 
commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”!

Sovereign Presence!

The Lord God promises Joshua that he will be surrounded by God’s special protection 
and divine presence.  It is the presence of God with His people that makes them distinct 
from all peoples of the earth.!

God would be present with Joshua the same way He had been present with Moses.  
Remember that the Scriptures say Moses would speak to God as one would speak with 
a friend, even face to face.  The Lord is promising to provide Joshua with that same 
guidance.!

Strong Confidence!

Joshua never had to fear being abandoned by God.  God would not bring them into the 
land only to abandon them to the whims of the enemy.  His presence was to be their 
confidence.!

The only defeat that Israel experienced in the book of Joshua was at a place called Ai.  
Their defeat was brought on by one man who had disobeyed the will of the Lord and 
took for himself some of the spoils from Jericho.  God had clearly said that all of the 
spoils were to be devoted to the Lord.  Thus, Achan’s sin led to Israel’s defeat.!

It was the manifest presence of God with His people that was restrained because of 
their sin.  God says:!

Joshua 7:12 - “I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things 
from among you.”!



It was a breach of faith that hindered the flow of God’s power.  It was not because God 
had forsaken His people.  No, God’s people had forsaken Him.  Because they treasured 
their own iniquity, God limited His working through them.!

We never have to fear losing the presence of God, but we dare not grieve or quench His 
Spirit at work in and through our lives.!

We should relish in the fact that God has said, “I will be with you.”  No matter what we 
face each day of our lives, it can be faced in the full confidence of this promise.  The 
Lord Himself says, “I will not leave or forsake you.”  !

I am humbled by this promise, especially when I consider just how weak and prone I am 
to leave and forsake Him.  The hymn writer expresses it well:!

Prone to wander, God I feel it!!
Prone to leave the God I love;!

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it;!
Seal it for Thy courts above.!

3.  Walking in God’s COMMANDS (1:6-8)!

“Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I 
swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful 
to do according to all the law that Moses My servant commanded you.  Do not turn from 
it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.  
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.  For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”!

Notice here in the text that no less than three times does the Lord tell Joshua to be 
strong and courageous.  This phrase occurs in the Old Testament a few other times, 
and it is always an admonition given before some daunting task.!

Joshua is going to need strength and courage in at least three different ways.  !



First, he will need courage to accept his task.  God says, “You will cause this people to 
inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.”  At first glance, that may not 
seem like a big deal, but it is when you consider the fact that the land was being 
occupied by enemies of God’s people.  There were fortified cities with walls protected by 
fierce armies.  The land was theirs, but they had to fight for it.!

Joshua needed to know that his success in the land would not be based upon his own 
skill or the expertise of Israel’s army.  In fact, the first city that they come to is a place 
called Jericho.  The Lord gives Joshua the strange command to walk around the city 
one time for six days, seven times on the seventh day, followed by a shout.  God gave 
the city, but the people had to demonstrate courageous faith.  Their success is 
contingent upon their obedience.  When they obey, all they have to do is shout and 
walls come down.  Yet when they disobey, their strongest men can’t take the smallest 
city.!

Second, he will need strength to obey the truth.  The Lord God says, “Only be strong 
and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses My servant 
commanded you.”!

“Law” - word in Hebrew is ‘torah’ and refers to the first five books of Moses; revealed 
truth from God!

God’s command to Joshua was not simply knowledge of the law, but careful obedience 
to the law—“being careful to do according to all.”  Knowledge itself was not enough.  
True knowledge leads to careful obedience.  The word ‘careful’ means to hedge about 
or keep.  It means to guard or give heed.   !

Psalm 19:7-11 - “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and 
righteous altogether.  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 



sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  Moreover, by them is 
Your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”!

This same word is used some 22 times in Psalm 119.!

God says, “Be careful to do according to all the law.”  The word ‘do’ means to 
accomplish or carry out.  It is the same word used in the very first psalm:!

Psalm 1:1-6 - “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in 
the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree 
planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 
wither.  In all that he does he prospers.”!

God is commanding His servant to carefully observe and obey His Word.  Joshua must 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, which implies the fact that distractions will 
abound.  !

In many ways, this is similar to Paul’s command to Timothy:!

2 Timothy 4:1-4 - “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach 
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching.  For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passion, and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander off into myths.”!

God tells Joshua that careful obedience to His Word is what will lead to ‘good success.’  
Success and happiness seems to be the illusive dream that we are always chasing 
after.  Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  We often equate success merely in 
terms of income and personal achievement.!

All of this is far from God’s ideal.  True success is connected with a life of love for and 
obedience to Christ.!



God says in verse 8:!

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all all that is written in it.  For 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”!

The ‘Book of the Law’ is the full reference to all the commands that God had given to 
Moses.  God is saying that His covenant people are people of the Book!  Their 
relationship with the God of the Word is hinged on their relationship with the Word of 
God.!

Spiritual life ebbs and flows with our approach to God’s words.!

God tells Joshua that the Book must not depart or be withdrawn from his mouth.  The 
only way for the word to constantly be in his mouth is for the word to saturate his mind 
and heart.!

“Meditate” - translates a Hebrew word that means to mutter; speaks of intentionally 
filling the mind with truth!

Careful, reflective, and intentional filling the mind with God’s truth and acting upon that 
truth is what leads to a prosperous way.  Such is the way that leads to ‘good success.’!

Third, he will need strength to avoid being terrified.  In verse 9, the Lord says, “Be 
strong and courageous.  Don’t be frightened, and don’t be dismayed.”  The word 
‘dismayed’ means to be shattered of confidence.  Remember that it was fear that kept 
the former generation from entering the promised land.  They died in the wilderness 
halfway between Egypt and Canaan.!

The key to overcoming fear is delighting in the presence of God.!

4.  Living for God’s GLORY (24:31)!

“Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 
outlived Joshua and had known all the work that the Lord did for Israel.”!



Joshua would lead Israel forward with strength and courage, looking to the presence of 
God, trusting in the promise of God, and living for the glory of God.  By the time we get 
to the end of Joshua, Israel has claimed much of the land, though not all of it.  !

Joshua 18:3 - “How long will you put off going in to take possession of the land, 
which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you?”!

If you were to look at a map of the ancient east, the boundaries that are given of the 
land that had been promised to Israel would cover the modern nation of Israel, all of 
Jordan, a large part of Saudi Arabia, half of Iraq, all of Lebanon, part of Syria, and all of 
Kuwait.  Yet even at the height of Old Testament Israel’s monarchy under Solomon, 
Israel only occupied a small section of this total land mass.!

What was promised had been dependent on the wholehearted obedience of God’s 
people.  God was faithful to provide what He promised, but the people were to receive it 
through faith and fighting.!

The people served God during Joshua’s lifetime.  At the end of his life, he gives his 
farewell address in chapters 23-24.!

23:14 - “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your 
hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things 
that the Lord your God promised concerning you.  All have come to pass; not one 
of them has failed.”!

In chapter 24, Joshua mentions the gracious activity of God on their behalf.  All of the 
land that they had received was the result of God’s grace.  God did it all.!

Joshua 21:43-45 - “Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that He swore to give 
their fathers.  And they took possession of it, and they settled there.  And the 
Lord gave them rest on every side just as He had sworn to their fathers…”!

God gave them rest.  Unfortunately, it is not a permanent rest because before too long, 
the people become complacent, and idolatry replaced the worship of the God who gave 
them everything that they had.!



What is sad is that once Joshua fades from view, compromise and comfort took over, 
and many of the inhabitants of the land were never dislodged.  The same unbelief and 
lack of faith that Israel had demonstrated 40 years earlier resurfaced in the next 
generation, seen in their unwillingness to push forward, as we will later see in Judges.  
They settle for less than God desired them to have.!

How true it is that God inevitably desires far more for us than we desire for ourselves.  
Ask yourself:!

Am I satisfied with where I am in my relationship with God?!

Do I find my delight in God and His Word?!

Is obedience to His will my primary concern?!

Israel’s imperfect rest is the theme of Hebrews 4.  Looking back on their history, the 
writer of Hebrews says that Israel failed to enter into God’s rest because of their 
disobedience.!

Hebrews 4:8-13 - “For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken 
of another day later on.  So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of 
God, for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God 
did from His.  Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by 
the same sort of disobedience.  For the word of God is living and active, sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints 
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And no 
creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account.  Since then we have a great High Priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession.  For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but One who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.  Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”!



You and I live for the glory of God by trusting and resting in His accomplishment.  We 
enter into His rest through faith in our heavenly ‘Joshua.’!

Far too many of us are trying to find our satisfaction and success and self-worth in our 
accomplishments.  It is a vain attempt.  It provides no rest.  Our preaching sometimes 
becomes all about what you do rather than what Christ has done.  Such preaching 
heaps up heavy burdens on the shoulders of the hearers and leaves them feeling 
dejected and hopeless because they've tried it all before to no avail.!

Listen to the words of your Savior:!

“Come unto Me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take 
My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”


