
“The Love of God” 

1 John 4:7-14 

Let me say that I am so glad to see you this morning, on this Christmas Eve.  I 

know that many of you are guests, and we want to extend a very warm welcome 

to you.  I hope that you are making plans to attend our Christmas Eve service 

tonight.  It really is one of the highlights of our calendar year here at Green 

Street.  It is a good time for you to invite friends and family who may not go to 

church.  I have found that most people will come when invited to a Christmas 

service or an Easter service.  And you can rest assured that we are going to use 

that opportunity to lift up Christ and share the gospel. 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year because it is an annual reminder on the 

calendar that the Son of God came into our world to rescue us from the domain 

of darkness. 

Christmas is a wonderful time because it reminds us of God’s great love for 

humanity, so great that He sent His Son into the world.   

Regardless who a person is or where they are from, every single person wants to 

be loved.  There is something within each one of us that cries out for acceptance, 

for meaning, and for belonging.  Love is something that everyone wants and 

needs, but if we were to be honest, it is one of those things that is hard to define.   

How do you define love?  What would you say it is, in ten words or less?  Not 

that easy.  The apostle John is going to clue us in on what love is here in the 

fourth chapter of his first epistle.  After all, it was John who was the ‘beloved’ 

apostle.  In his gospel, rather than referring to himself by name, he simply 

referred to himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved.  I don’t think he was trying 

to imply that Jesus loved him more than the others.  Rather, he referred to 

himself as such because he was humbled by the fact that Jesus loved him.  It is 

a token of his humility, not his pride. 



The love of God is one of his major themes throughout 1 John.  It is a letter he 

wrote to encourage believers to continue in the faith and not deviate from the 

simple truth of the gospel that they had been taught. 

His intention for writing is expressed: 

1 John 5:13—“I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.” 

The word ‘know’ occurs 37 times within 1 John.  Salvation is not some mystical, 

uncertain idea, but rather according to John is something that we can certain of.  

He wants us to be certain of our salvation and to live with full confidence and 

assurance. 

He mentions several litmus tests of faith: 

• I can know that I am truly saved if I have confessed my sin to Christ.  (1:8-9) 

• I can know that I am truly saved if I obey the commands of Jesus.  (2:3) 

• I can know that I am truly saved if I believe that Jesus Christ is God in human 

flesh.  (5:1) 

• I can know that I am truly saved if I love my brothers and sisters in the faith.  

(3:18)  

John tells us that loving one another the way that God loves us is the ultimate 

proof that we know God.  It is not our spectacular feats of ingenuity as a church 

that proves we know God.  Nor is it the quality of our music or how many Bible 

verses we can Instagram.  The proof that you know God will be the love of God 

poured out in your heart and expressed in your relationships with others.  This is 

one of the things that is emphasized more than anything else in the whole New 

Testament.  It is something that Jesus reiterated to His disciples just mere hours 

before His death on the cross: 



John 13:34-35—“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.  By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones—“I do not hesitate, therefore, to say that the ultimate 

test of our profession of the Christian faith is, I believe, this whole question of our 

loving one another.  Indeed, I do not hesitate to aver that it is a more vital test 

than our orthodoxy.  I am the last man in the world to say anything against 

orthodoxy, but I am here to say that it is not the final test…Alas, let us admit it, it 

is possible for a person to be absolutely correct and yet not to be a Christian…it 

is possible for them to be interested in theology and to say that one theology is 

superior to another and to accept and defend and argue about it and yet to be 

utterly devoid of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the love of God in their 

hearts.” 

This is Paul’s same argument in 1 Corinthians 13.  While Paul’s writing style is 

based more on his sense of logic, John’s style is more emotive.  So much of what 

he writes in 1 John is circular and repetitive because he really wants to drive his 

point home.  John is going to show us in these verses that true and intimate 

knowledge of God will manifest itself through love in the believer’s life, for God is 

love.  I want to point out from this passage how the love of God demands a 

definition, comes at a cost, reflects itself through our relationships, and is 

supplied through the Spirit. 

1.  Demands a DEFINITION (4:7-8) 

To come back to the question I asked a few minutes ago, how do you define 

love?  I think we would all agree that the Bible defines love differently than the 

world around us does.  A lot of people in our culture today have strictly an 

emotional understanding of love.  Love is a feeling.  It comes and goes.  (That 



sounds more like indigestion than love.)  The world says love is something you 

can fall into and subsequently fall out of.  It is the subject of countless romance 

stories and movies and the thing that everyone is waiting for to happen to them. 

This is not the kind of love that John describes.   

7—Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 

been born of God and knows God.  

8—Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

What is John doing here?  He is giving us the true definition of love.  The Greeks 

had at least four different words to express the meaning of love: 

• eros; romantic or physical love 

• phileo; the love of friendship and brotherhood 

• storge; familial love such as that of a parent for a child 

• agape; volitional love of sacrifice 

It will come as no surprise to you to know that John defines love in the ‘agape’ 

sense as do the other writers of the New Testament.  This is not to say that God’s 

love is not emotional, for it is.  Nor is it so say that His love is not familial or 

pleasure-driven.  Ultimately, God’s love is best defined as His self-determination 

to reflect His goodness and glory through sacrificial means.  Agape love! 

Consider John’s arguments here in the text. 

Love is from God, for God is love 

In a way that works backward, John is saying that we as believers are to love 

(agape) one another because love is from God.  Such sacrificial love is evidence 

that we know God, for God is love. 



Love is from God.  The supernatural love and affection that believers have for 

one another is from God.  This is why love for the local church is a litmus test in 

John’s letter.  If I have no love for the local gathering of the body of Christ, it is 

probably a good indication that I’ve never truly met Him. 

Love is from God, and God is love.  He doesn’t simply say that God loves us, 

though this is true.  Nor does he say that God is loving, though this is true as 

well.  He goes beyond that by saying that God is love.  His nature is love.  He 

has already made a similar statement earlier in chapter 1 by saying that God is 

light. 

J.I. Packer—“This is one of the most tremendous utterances in the Bible, and 

also is one of the most misunderstood.” 

Notice John doesn’t say that love is God, for that would mean something that is 

altogether different.  Love doesn’t define God.  Instead, God defines love.  

Perfect love is one of His attributes. 

Those who know God love others 

John says that God’s love makes a difference in our lives.  If we know Him, then 

His love has been poured into our hearts, which means that it will always make 

its way out through our lives.  It proves that we are born of God, that we are 

given His nature.  The natural man who is still in his sin cannot love like this.  

This is something that only is possible in the life of the person who has been born 

again. 

In other words, John is saying that possession of the love of God impacts our 

relationships, which is a point we will get to in a minute. 

What I want you to see is that God brings definition to love.  He defines it through 

His own perfect character.  And any attempt to define love apart from Him will 

always fall short. 



2.  Comes at a COST (4:9-10) 

Not only does the love of God demand a true definition, but notice that John says 

it comes at a cost.  God’s love costs Him something, or rather, cost Him 

Someone. 

9—In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 

Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

The word ‘sent’ is mentioned three times through verse 14.  It is the same Greek 

word that we get the term ‘apostle’ from.  It is a word that means to be set apart 

for a purpose and sent out with a mission.  John is saying that the fullest 

expression of love is the act whereby God the Father sent God the Son into the 

world. 

Galatians 4:4-5—“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” 

That the Son was ‘sent’ forth at a fixed time on the Father’s calendar implies His 

preexistence.  If Christ is someone who has been ‘sent’ into the world, then He 

must have existed before.  You and I were born and began to exist at that 

moment.  Not Christ.  He existed before in eternity.  His birth at Bethlehem was 

not the beginning for Him.  As God incarnate, He came on a mission with a 

redemptive purpose.  The verb John uses here in verse 9 is in the perfect tense 

and emphasizes the initial coming of Christ with abiding and continuing effects of 

that coming. 

Christ came with a mission to fulfill, a mission that was born out of love.  In an act 

of pure love, God created humanity in His own image.  This was not out of a 

sense of loneliness or need.  God was perfectly content in love before the dawn 



of creation.  The triune God existed in perfect fellowship and intimacy.  He 

created man and woman as an expression of His love. 

Jonathan Edwards—“God created the world for His Son, that He might prepare 

a spouse or bride for Him to bestow His love upon; so that the mutual joys 

between this bride and bridegroom are the end of the creation.” 

It was love that motivated the Father to send the Son into the world.  While it cost 

Him nothing speak His creation into existence, it cost Him everything to redeem 

His creation from the curse of sin.  The Son was sent into the world for this 

specific purpose.  Thus, Christmas ought to remind us of God’s love reflected 

through His missionary heart. 

Notice that John says in verse 9 Christ was sent into the world so that we might 

live through Him.  In other words, there is no spiritual life for anyone who does 

not come to Christ.  This is an exclusive claim! 

10—In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 

Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

John is essentially saying the same thing in these verses that he has said in his 

gospel.  It is the same message of John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that 

He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.” 

John says this is love, not that we have loved God, but that He loved us.  John 

says this again down in verse 19—“We love because He first loved us.”  You and 

I will never fully appreciate the love of God until we understand the full truth 

about ourselves. 

The Bible doesn’t say that God loved us because we were so lovable, like a 

bunch of cute cuddly kittens in a pet shop window.  It doesn’t say that He loves 

us because we are so wonderful and deserving of His love. 



Romans 5:8—“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

God loved me when I was dead in my sins and trespasses.  He loved a lost and 

wayward humanity who is determined to go on its own way apart from God, a 

humanity that is alienated from Him because of sin.  God loved fallen humanity 

that resists His truth and worships its own sin.  His love is manifest in that He 

doesn’t leave us that way.   

God sent His Son into the world for the specific purpose of being the ‘propitiation’ 

for our sins.  The word refers to an atoning sacrifice that turns away wrath and it 

shows up four times in the New Testament. 

Romans 3:25—“Whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness.” 

Hebrews 2:17—“Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” 

1 John 2:2—“And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the whole world.” 

1 John 4:10—“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

The word describes the turning away of divine wrath by means of an atoning 

sacrifice.  In ancient pagan religions, human worshipers would make an offering 

to appease an angry deity of some sort.  This is not what the Bible is saying 

about our God.  The New Testament says that in Jesus Christ, God Himself 

made the satisfaction, the atonement, as He offered Himself in the person of His 

Son. 



2 Corinthians 5:19—“God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them.”   

Why is this word ‘propitiation’ such an important word? 

Propitiation teaches us that God personally hates sin, which means that it also 

teaches us that sin is therefore serious.  God hates sin, but He loves humanity.  

Propitiation shows us how our ultimate problem is solved.  It teaches us the 

greatness of God’s love in which He provided the necessary offering to turn away 

the fierceness of His wrath.  It teaches us the truth that Christ’s death satisfied 

the Father and was a sufficient substitution for sinners.  Propitiation teaches us 

that God’s holiness required satisfaction, and that God’s love provided it in Christ. 

The Father’s ultimate purpose in sending the Son is not simply the incarnation, 

but the atonement.  Most people don’t mind the image of the baby Jesus in a 

manger but they find a bloody Jesus on a cross and an exalted Jesus on a 

throne to be offensive.  Yet the love of God would have it no other way!  John 

says that in this way the love of God has been made manifest.  Love demands a 

definition and it comes at a cost.  Notice also that John says it is: 

3.  Reflected through RELATIONSHIPS (4:11-12) 

11—Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

While I’m sure that we would love to stay and contemplate the words of verses 9 

and 10, John wants us to move forward in light of its truth.  He says, “Brothers 

and sisters, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”   

The doctrinal is always followed up by the practical. 

This shows us that Christianity is not simply truth to be contemplated—it is a life 

that is to be lived out.   



The implication is that if God has so loved us in this way, in a selfless and 

sacrificial way, then it should stand to reason that we are to love one another this 

same way.  God intends for us to live out our faith in the context of a faith 

community.  We have responsibilities to ‘one another.’ 

We fail to love one another because we can’t get past what the other person has 

done. 

Yet when the love of God is found in our hearts, when we believe the gospel and 

live out its truth, what happens is that we see the person rather than the thing 

that the person is doing.  This is half of the problem in our relationships with 

others, is it not?  We often see what people are doing or have done and often fail 

to see them.  The gospel opens our eyes to see people as they are—souls. 

Do you make it your personal goal to love each other the way that you've been 

loved by God?  Do you make it your supreme ambition in your relationships to 

love others as Christ has loved you?  This is a big deal. 

12—No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 

John says that no one has ever seen God.  His glory is too pure and holy to be 

seen with human eyes.  The closest anyone ever came was Moses, and his face 

shown so brightly as a result that he had to cover it with a veil.  Or even better 

perhaps was Peter, James, and John who momentarily witnessed the 

transfiguration of Christ. 

No one has seen God.  But if we love one another the way that God has loved us 

in Christ, it will give the world a small glimpse of His character.  This is what 

Jesus Himself said in John 13:35—“By this all men will know that you are My 

disciples, if you love one another.” 



When a visitor or guest comes to church here, do they catch a glimpse of God 

through the way that we love one another?  Perhaps they will come visit your 

Connection Class or small group.  Will they find you loving one another, and will 

they themselves sense that they, too, are loved?  Perhaps your co-worker who is 

not a Christian has been watching the way that you respond to adversity and 

difficulty.  Perhaps they are taken back and dumbfounded by your compassion 

when others seem so heartless.   

If the followers of Jesus are to be salt, then we ought to give the world a good 

taste through the way that we love one another. 

The love of God demands a definition, comes at a cost, and is reflected in our 

relationships.  But maybe you are thinking to yourself, “How is it possible for me 

to love like this?”  In short, I hate to break it to you, but it isn’t possible for you to 

love like this.  And that is precisely why John makes his next point.   

4.  Supplied through the SPIRIT (4:13-14) 

If you’re scratching your head about how to love others the way that God has 

loved you, listen carefully to what John is saying in these verses. 

John clues us in on the secret of the Christian life: 

13—By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 

of his Spirit. 

14—And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world.   

Assurance that we belong to God is given to us through the Spirit.  God’s Spirit 

provides believers with supernatural peace and confidence that they belong to 

Christ and remain in His love.  The Spirit produces the fruit of Christlike character 

in the believer’s life, the first of which is love. (Galatians 5:22) 



Human love is fickle.  It is based on the beauty of the object to be loved.  We love 

what we find beautiful, and we hate what we find ugly.  But God’s love is not 

based on the beauty of the object to be loved; it is based on Himself.  In perfect 

love, God gave His own Son to save an unlovely wretch like me. 

Romans 5:8—“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

If this is the kind of love that has been poured out in our hearts through God’s 

Spirit, then everything has changed.  It means that now through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, I can now love that which I’ve always found unlovely. 

For some of you, this is a neighbor.  It is a relative who cut you out and cut you 

off.  It is a husband who was unfaithful.  It is a friend who betrayed your trust and 

wounded you deeply.  We love, not on the basis of the attractiveness of the 

object or on whether or not we always agree with the person, but on the basis of 

the love of God. 

By way of application, maybe there is someone that you need to go out of your 

way to contact tomorrow, Christmas Day.  Maybe there is an estranged member 

of the family that needs to hear from you, to be embraced by you.  No matter 

what they've done.  No matter how they are currently living their life.  No matter 

what they believe about God, heaven, or hell.  The love of God that has been 

poured out in your heart as a Christian demands it. 

The way that you love them can serve as a reflection of the way that God has 

loved you in Christ.  This can open doors of opportunity for you to speak truth, to 

share the hope of the gospel.  How can we ever hope to reach the world if we do 

not love those who are in it? 

Jesus was sent on mission, and He sends us on mission: 



John 17:18—“As You sent Me into the world, so I have sent them into the 
world.” 

John 20:21—“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

Jesus said that there is no greater love than this, that a man would lay down his 

life for his friends.  Christ laid down His life for us.  Do you believe this?  Have 

you confessed your sin to Him and are you trusting in Him alone for salvation?  

His love for you is proven at the cross. 

He laid down His life for us.  Now, Christian discipleship means that we lay down 

our lives for Him.  We love others because He loved us.  


