
“What Justification Means” 
Romans 5:1-11 

I want you to imagine for moment that you stumbled upon something that was 

sure to change the world, something that would provide relief for countless 

thousands, a thing for which you would be sure to win the Nobel Prize.  Just 

imagine that you discovered the cure for cancer.  What would you do with this 

newfound discovery?  You'd give it away—that’s what you would do. 

I can tell you that your discovery would bring hope to an untold multitude of 

people.  In fact, all of us at some point or another have either had cancer or have 

had a loved one die from the dreadful disease.  Just last week, I had a funeral for 

a 38 year old man who died just three weeks after being diagnosed with an 

aggressive form of brain cancer.  He left behind a wife and three children, ages 

16, 8, and 4. 

If you possessed the cure for cancer, how much of your own time, energy, and 

resources would you invest to make sure this wonderful gift was available to as 

many people as possible in your lifetime?  I can tell you now that you would pull 

out all stops and spare no expense.  You would want everyone you know to hear 

about it. 

I think this is really a fitting illustration for the passion and purpose of Paul’s life.  

The Apostle Paul was a man who been given the ‘cure’ for something far worse 

than cancer. 

Paul devoted his life to the spread of the gospel because he knew that it alone 

provided the answer to humanity’s predicament.  The gospel became the driving 

force behind his life, and became something for which he would ultimately give 

his life.  It is this ‘gospel cure’ that is the subject about which Paul writes in the 

book of Romans. 



If the book of Acts records the forward movement of the church, then the book of 

Romans records its faithful message.  Within its chapters, Paul lays out the 

simple gospel of God’s plan of salvation for both Jew and Gentile. 

I can’t help but think that Paul would be deeply troubled at what passes as 

preaching in much of the modern church.  To the Corinthian church, he wrote: 

1 Corinthians 2:2—“For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

For Paul, the gospel was not only the entryway into the faith, but it was also the 

means by which we live.  We never move away from the simple truth of the 

gospel message.  We never graduate from the school of gospel faith, but rather 

grow deeper in our understanding of it as we pursue the goal of Christ-like 

character. 

Romans is all about how sinful people are made righteous. 

Some have even referred to Romans as Paul’s ‘gospel manifesto’ that serves as 

a logical follow-up to Acts, since Acts traces the advancement of the gospel from 

Jerusalem and throughout the Roman world.  Eventually, it makes it all the way to 

the capital city of Rome itself. 

The book of Acts shows us how the church spreads the gospel.  Well, the bool of 

Romans and the epistles show us how the gospel shapes the church.  

The gospel shapes the church, and the church spreads the gospel.  This is God’s 

design for His new covenant people. 

What Paul writes in Romans 5 comes in the midst of a long section in which he 

explains how justification is by faith, which is at the heart of his overall message.  

He explains what it means to be justified and forgiven in the sight of God, and 

what the advantages are.  To begin with, he says:   



1.  Your POSITION before God has changed 

1—Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As those who are shaped by the gospel, why must we give ourselves to the task 

of spreading the gospel?  We do so because of people’s position before a holy 

God. 

The first two chapters of Romans emphasize the helpless position of lost 

humanity alienated from God.  Chapter 1 is descriptive of the pagan Gentile 

world.  Chapter 2 is descriptive of the religious Jewish world.  Both need grace! 

Humanity desperately needs to be at peace with God.  In our natural, fallen 

condition, we are in rebellion against Him.  Man gives his heart over to idols and 

persists in unbelief.  If there is to be any hope for him whatsoever, his position 

toward God must be changed.  

The word ‘therefore’ is a very important word in Paul’s epistles.  He uses it to 

connect what he is about to say with what he has already said.  In the first four 

chapters of Romans, he has already explained the biblical doctrine of justification 

by faith.  Our position toward God is changed solely through faith in the finished 

work of Jesus Christ!  

In other words, he takes four chapters and explains the basis of justification.  Not 

by works of the law, but faith. 

Now, here in chapter 5, he is going to explain for us the benefits of justification.  

Faith brings true reward. 

The greatest benefit that justification affords the believer is that his or her position 

before God changes.  Prior to faith in Christ, a person is at war with God and 

under His wrath. 



The whole world is on death row.  Left up to ourselves, there is no hope 

whatsoever.  Our self-efforts are in vain.  Keeping the law cannot bring us into 

right position with God because the law is simply intended to reveal my sin. 

What is the verdict?  Paul has already said: 

3:22-23—“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God 

Whether a pagan Gentile or a religious Jew, there is no distinction.  All of us have 

missed the mark. 

3:24—and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, 

3:25—whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received 
by faith.  This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 

3:26—It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

Now through Christ, the believer’s position is changed.  A Christian is someone 

who is now ‘justified’ and at peace with God through faith in Christ. 

Having been justified by faith, I now have peace with God through faith.  

“Justified”—word means to declare righteous; to prove innocent; to vindicate  

Wherever this word is used in the New Testament, it most always bears a legal 

connotation in which a person is granted the status of ‘not guilty.’  The good news 

of the gospel is that this declaration of righteousness is not available by means of 

good works or self-effort, but it is freely given by God’s grace alone. 



In our criminal justice system, we would use the word ‘exonerate’ or ‘acquit’ to 

refer to someone who has been cleared from guilt or charge.  However, such 

terms only deal with a person’s standing toward the law.  The word that Paul 

uses means that not only have I been exonerated in the eyes of the law—it 

means that I am righteous in the sight of God.  (No penalty to pay; imputed 

righteousness) 

The idea is “Just-if-I’d” never sinned!  It is not simply that the slate has been 

wiped clean.  Rather, it involves being given a brand new slate.  Nor is it simply 

that your ledger has been blotted out.  Rather, it means you have been given a 

brand new ledger with all the righteousness that Christ affords!  And this is 

through no effort of my own.  The believer is simply ‘declared’ to be righteous 

through faith in Jesus, and the righteousness of Jesus is given to me.   

Justification is a spiritual transformation that takes place in my life as a believer, 

yet in no way does this mean that it remains unnoticed.  It produces observable 

changes in my life.  My attitudes, appetites, and actions are changed as a result. 

Notice that Paul says that this change in position brings peace with God.  The 

chasm between God and sinful humanity has been bridged by the cross of 

Jesus. 

Colossians 1:19-20—“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” 

This is why at the birth of Christ, the angels announced, “Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14) 

Christmas is about peace with God through Christ. 

There is a difference in peace with God and the peace of God.  The peace of 

God is subjective and speaks of peace in relationship to circumstances.  It 



describes a heart that is calm and satisfied in the midst of pressures.  What Paul 

refers to as peace with God, however, is objective and speaks of peace in 

relationship to God.  Before a person can experience the peace of God in his or 

her life, he or she must first be at peace with God.  Why is this? 

Until a person truly comes to faith in Christ, that person is alienated from God.  

There is a war of conflict going on between us and God.  Tim Keller points this 

out by saying: 

“When we disobey God, two things happen.  The first is that when you sin, you 

not only break his law, but you assume the right or authority to do so—you claim 

kingship over yourself and your world.  But God claims kingship over the same 

things.  Whenever two parties claim absolute kingly control over something, there 

is war.  The second is that our disobedience means that God has a problem with 

us.  It is not just that we are hostile to him…God’s wrath is upon us (Rom. 1:18).” 

Justification then means that as a Christian, I am now at peace with God.  No 

longer do I claim authority over my own life.  All that I am belongs to Jesus and is 

under His sovereign jurisdiction.  This is certainly not something that I have 

achieved for myself.  Rather, it is the gift of God that is received solely through 

faith in Christ. 

2.  Your RESOURCES in Christ are secure 

Justification not only means that my position toward God has changed, but it also 

means that I am given resources in Christ, and those resources are secure.  All 

of the wealth that salvation brings is secure in Jesus Christ.   

In verses 2-5, Paul says that justification has benefits. 

2—Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 



3—Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 

4—and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

5—and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

What are these benefits?  To begin with, Paul mentions: 

Peace with God 

We’ve already considered this benefit from verse 1. 

Access into grace 

2a—Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, 

The word Paul uses here is ‘prosogoge’ and is translated as ‘access’ or 

‘introduction.’  However, our English words fail to fully depict the truth that is 

being expressed here.  The Greek word describes the process of being ushered 

into the court or throne room of a king and announced or brought near to him, 

which then gives the opportunity to address the ruler. 

Do remember why Esther was so fearful of showing up unannounced in the 

throne room of King Ahesuerus?  It was because she had not obtained 

‘prosogoge’ or access.  To show up unannounced in the King’s presence could 

carry life and death consequences. 

Paul is saying that justification means that you and I as believers have officially 

been announced and have full freedom of access into the King’s presence at all 

times.   



Paul uses this same word to describe the privilege of prayer and worship in the 

Christian’s life: 

Ephesians 3:11-12—“This was according to the eternal purpose that he has 
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him.” 

Access into grace means that as a believer, you have a favorable position from 

which to develop an ever deepening personal relationship with Christ.  It is grace 

in which you stand or remain.  This means that wherever you go in life, you are 

always in the throne room. 

Hope of glory 

2b—and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

The idea being expressed behind the word ‘rejoice’ here is that of boasting.  It 

speaks of expressing an unusually high degree of confidence in something.  In 

this context, what we place our confidence in is the hope of the glory of God. 

The ‘hope’ that Paul refers to here is not a matter of wishful thinking, but speaks 

of an assured expectation.  Have you ever purchased a ticket to go on a cruise?  

Well, the ticket you held in your hand for that period of time between the actual 

purchase and the day you set sail expresses the biblical meaning of hope.  It is 

the kind of hope in which there isn’t a shred of possible disappointment. 

I rejoice in the truth that my hope, my assured expectation, is the glory of God. 

The reason this benefit comes third on Paul’s list is because the more we 

experience peace and access with the Father, the more we desire to see Him 

face to face.  The more we enjoy fellowship with God, the more certain and 

excited we become about the prospect of eternity spent with Him in heaven.  In 



other words, the closer I get to God, the greater my longing to be with Him in 

glory. 

Of this experience, Keller writes: 

“By itself, ‘heaven’ can be an abstract and unappetizing idea.  But if you come to 

taste access with God and realize how intoxicating it is to have a couple of drops 

of His presence on your tongue, you will desire to drink from the fountainhead.  

That desire, focus, and joyous certainty of the future is called the ‘hope of glory.’” 

This was Paul’s own experience in Philippians 1:21-23. 

Purpose in suffering 

3—Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 

4—and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 

“Sufferings”—word means pressures  

Life is filled with pressures, isn’t it?  They come in all shapes and sizes and are 

unique in each stage of life.  There is the pressure of expectations that other 

people have of you.  Work pressure, marriage pressure, family pressure.  There 

is physical pressure that comes through loss of health.  Yet believers rejoice in 

spite of them. 

This sounds crazy, doesn’t it?  I mean, who in their right mind would ever rejoice 

in sufferings?  Paul says those who are justified are free to do so. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17—“So we do not lose heart.  Though our outer self is 
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.  For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond 
all comparison.” 



We can rejoice in the pressures of life because we now understand that they are 

serving the purposes of God. 

We rejoice in suffering and adversity in life because of what it triggers by way of a 

chain reaction in our lives: 

• suffering produces endurance 

• endurance produces character 

• character produces hope 

• hope of victory without shame 

Knowing the outcome of a competition profoundly changes how we experience it.  

(DVR a football game) 

Consider Paul’s logic here in the reverse—our guaranteed victory provides a 

foundation for proven character, which is built through endurance, which is the 

result of enduring pressure with joy in Christ. 

(illus. of the Boll Weevil Monument in Enterprise, AL) 

Love through the Holy Spirit 

5—and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

Paul will say much more about this later on, but it is here that he mentions two 

great truths for the first time in the book of Romans—the immense love of God 

and the indwelling life of God. 

The Holy Spirit is the ‘guarantee’ of our salvation.  He is the seal of the believer’s 

redemption, which means security. 



The Holy Spirit assures us that we are in fact the sons and daughters of God.  

And even though we pass through the valley of suffering in this life, we will 

eventually share in the glory of Christ.  Our Comforter assures us of this promise. 

Romans 8:16-18—“The Spirit himself testifies together with our spirit that 
we are God’s children, and if children, also heirs—heirs of God and coheirs 
with Christ—if indeed we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him.  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us.”  
Justification means that all of these resources which are ours in Christ are 

secure.   

3.  Your IDENTITY in life is established 

Justification for the believer means that your position before God has changed, 

and your resources in Christ are secure.  It also means that your identity in life is 

now established.  You live for the One who died for you. 

Look at what Paul goes on to say: 

6—For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7—For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would even dare to die— 

8—but God shows his love for us in that while were still sinners, Christ died for 

us. 

9—Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 

we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

10—For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his 

Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 



11—More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

Justification means that as a believer, your position toward God has changed, 

your resources in Christ are secure, and your identity in life is now established. 

Every person without exception tries to find their identity in someone, something, 

or somewhere in life.  For some, their identity is bound up with their career.  For 

others, it is bound up with someone’s affirmation.  Paul tells believers that 

justification means true identity is now found in Christ. 

Since He died for me, I now live for Him. 

Colossians 3:1-4—“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.  For 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ who 
is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 

Conclusion 

Justification—the legal declaration that your sin is forgiven and Christ’s 

righteousness is yours—is precious truth.  It means that I am free to live beyond 

the guilt and shame of my past.  I have assurance in the present.  And I have 

rock solid hope for the future.  There are practical implications: 

• To rejoice in life, we need right focus. 

As someone who is now justified through faith in Jesus, my focus can no longer 

be on myself or my circumstances.  My focus must now be my Savior and His 

purposes. 

• Focus comes from fellowship 



I can only have right focus as I sit at Jesus’ feet in worship and gratitude for who 

He is and all that He has done. 

• Fellowship comes through faith in Christ 

• Faith is the means by which this truth is received and then appropriated in our 

lives   

Justification means that you are declared righteous through faith in Jesus.  It 

means that you have cause for rejoicing now as a believer.  It means that you 

have been reconciled and are a child of God. 

If you are not yet a Christian, then you must understand that justification is your 

greatest need.  You need to be at peace with God.  Christ has done everything 

that is necessary for that to be reality in your life.  You must simply confess your 

sin and need and trust in Him.  And when you do, God the Father will declare you 

to be ‘not guilty’ and will clothe you in all the righteousness of Christ. 

This is what justification means!


