
“State of the Church: 2019”

1 Timothy 3:14-16; Acts 2:42-47

I want you to take your Bible and be finding your place in 1 Timothy 3:14-15.  I 

hope that each of you have had a wonderful weekend and are grateful that we 

were able to have church today.  Fortunately, the snow and ice stayed away for 

the most part and we were able to at least get together for one worship service.  I 

am glad, because I have quite a bit that I have planned on sharing with you about 

where we are and where I believe we’re headed as a church.  I’ll come back to 

our study of the gospel of Luke next Sunday where we will pick right back up in 

chapter 3.

I’m not really going to do an in-depth look at this passage of Scripture like we 

typically do.  I’ve preached from Acts 2 a number of times, but I want to briefly 

revisit this text because I believe that it will help set the stage for what I am going 

to share with you about what we are to be about as a local church in 2019.  So if 

you've found your place there, let’s begin reading with verse 42…

Sometimes, the way forward begins with a look backward.

Are you familiar with the name ‘Frederick Smith?  In 1970, he was 26 years old 

and had come home from Vietnam where he had spent time in the Marine Corps, 

which he entered upon graduating from Yale.  His father had been a wealthy 

business man, but had died when he was young.  He left his son an inheritance 

of $4 million which he received when be became an adult.  He took his money 

and started a delivery service in 1971 called “Federal Express.”

Smith first proposed the idea behind FedEx in a writing assignment for one of his 

classes at Yale University, for which he earned a C because the professor 

determined that it was unreasonable.  During the first two years in business, the 



company accumulated enormous amounts of debt due to rising fuel prices and 

was on the verge of bankruptcy.  When funds dwindled down to just $5,000, he 

decided to fly to Las Vegas and gamble with the last of the money in an attempt 

to double it.  Incredibly, Smith managed to turn $5,000 into $27,000 and was able 

to save the company.  Thirteen years later FedEx became the first U.S. company 

to reach revenues of $1 billion within 10 years of the startup with no merger or 

acquisition and has been thriving ever since.

There’s something about a turnaround story that speaks to us.  There’s 

something about overcoming great odds and staggering obstacles that seems to 

resonate with a part of us deep down on the inside.  Whether it is an athlete, or a 

company, or a leader, there is often a common thread that runs through every 

turnaround story.  Sometimes, the way forward begins with a step backward.  A 

return to the basics.  A recapturing of your first love.

This same thought applies to the church.  In many ways, there is a part of us that 

ought to always be looking backward to the church as we see it in the New 

Testament.  Being faithful to a biblical understanding of the church—what it is, 

what it ought to be about—demands that we constantly evaluate where we are 

against the picture we are provided with here in the New Testament.  It is an 

honest look back so that we can take a healthy step forward.

A lot of companies today love to talk about their particular product or service is 

different from everyone else in their field.  They try to set themselves apart from 

the competition.  The reason is that most companies want to be thought of as 

distinctive, different from the rest, and one-of-a-kind.  Now let me tell you right 

now that there is really only one entity that is totally set apart from the rest.  No 

other organization except the church has been called into being by God Himself 

through the supernatural ministry of the Holy Spirit and charged with the specific 



task of carrying out Christ’s mission here on earth.  God hasn't entrusted Apple or 

Amazon with good news to take to the world, but has entrusted it to His church.

Now, there are several important distinctives about the church found here in this 

passage of Scripture that I want us to briefly look at.  Paul is writing to Timothy, 

his son in the faith and his fellow worker in gospel ministry.  Timothy is the one 

that Paul left in Ephesus as pastor of the church there.  He instructed Timothy to 

be a guardian of the truth and lead the church to fulfill its mission.  The pastoral 

epistles that he wrote to Timothy and Titus explain for us what the local church is 

and how it should function.

For most of this chapter, Paul has been instructing Timothy on the qualifications 

of pastors and deacons.  He sort of sums up the whole purpose of his letter in 

what he writes here in verses 14-15.  Look at what he says:

“I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I 

delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is 

the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.”

Keep in mind that Timothy was serving the church in Ephesus, one of the most 

important cities in Asia Minor.  It was famous for its elaborate temple devoted to 

the goddess Diana, which was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.  

It was also one of the largest temples that the Greeks had ever built.  Diana 

worship was at the center of life in Ephesus.  That’s why Paul’s ministry there 

was such a big deal as it caused such a stir.  When he showed up preaching and 

teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, people began coming to faith.  People 

brought their magic books and burned them in the city square.

Acts 19:20—“So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail 

mightily.”



It even affected the silversmith industry in the city that made its money by making 

silver shrines of Diana.  When the business began to dry up, they stirred up a riot 

in the city.  Yet despite this opposition, the church was established in Ephesus 

and became a real bastion of truth.

Paul’s purpose here in our text was to tell Timothy how people who belong to 

Christ and are part of His church ought to know how to behave in the household 

of God, which he identifies as the local church.  Each believer ought to know 

where he or she fits and what they are supposed to be doing.  The pagans may 

have rioted and acted up when their goddess was threatened, but the behavior of 

God’s people is to be entirely different.  How were they different?  And for that 

matter, what makes us distinct as well?  Let me show you a few ways.

1.  We have a distinct MOTIVATION (3:14-15a)

“I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I 

delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God…”

The church’s first distinctive trait relates to our identity as members of God’s own 

household.  What is a ‘household?’  It is a family unit.  Because God has 

redeemed us and adopted us into His family, we now have a distinct motivation 

to live like who we've been saved to be.  One reason the church comes together 

is to learn how to live life differently under the lordship of Jesus Christ.

We all know what it’s like to try to persuade other people to act right.  Some 

wives spend a lifetime trying to get their husbands to act right.  Parents are 

forever trying to get their kids to straighten up and stop doing this or that.  But 

once we understand that we were dead in our sins and enemies of God before 

He saved us by His grace and adopted us into His family, we ought to now be 

motivated to act like the children of God that we are.



Tony Evans—“The story is told that Queen Victoria, England’s longest reigning 

monarch, was eleven years old when she was told she stood next in line to the 

British throne.  As her governess showed the future queen the list of kings and 

queens with her name at the bottom, Victoria burst into tears.  But she quickly got 

hold of herself and said solemnly, ‘I will be good!’” 

Victoria wanted to properly represent her royal family.  How much more should 

we be motivated to properly represent our royal Father who is the head of our 

household and King of the universe?  The problem we often have as Christians is 

that when Jesus Christ saved us and placed us in His body, we were saved out 

of the world that does not have the same value system or the same perspective 

on life.  Sometimes, we forget who we are and who our Father is.  We can even 

start acting like the world.

Most of us can remember a time when, as we were about to leave the house for 

some activity, our mom or dad reminded us that we were carrying the family 

name and had better act right.  It was an appeal to honor the family and the Lord 

by my behavior so that I wouldn’t bring shame.

Let me tell you this—we are members of God’s household, we’re His kids, those 

whom Jesus Christ has purchased with His own blood.  That ought to motivate us 

like nothing else.  We ought to be constantly reminding one another who we are 

in Christ.  That doesn’t mean there won’t be problems.  Yet understanding our 

identity in Christ is a far greater motivation for holy living rather than the fear of 

messing up.  That’s where most of us live, by the way.

I have often wondered why it is that we lose sight of our mission.  I’ll tell you why.  

It has to do with our motives in life.  We've grown so comfortable in our lives that 

we fail to live with any sense of urgency.  We need a better motivation for life 



than the next vacation or the next pay raise, what college our kids get into, and 

many other things that are important but pale in comparison to eternity.  What are 

you living for right now?  What’s truly the most important to you?  Your answer 

will reveal your motivation in life.

Not only do we have a distinct motivation, but notice also that Paul tells young 

Timothy that:

2.  We serve a distinct MASTER (3:15b)

“…the household of God, which is the church of the living God…” 

The Bible leaves no doubt whatsoever as to who exactly is in charge of this 

house.  Make sure all the family knows who the Master of the church is.  The 

church is God’s assembly.  The church is God’s possession which He purchased 

for Himself with the precious blood of Christ.  Make no mistake about it, let this 

family of God know who the Head of the house is, lest we start doing what a lot 

of teenagers do once they get to a certain point and insist they live by their own 

rules even though they live in somebody else’s house.

Let me tell you that when I was growing up, I knew whose house I lived in.  I 

knew who paid the bills, who established the rules, who put food in the 

refrigerator.

The church is God’s house, not our house.  My job as your pastor is not to make 

up my own rules for the church but to simply declare the rules that God has 

already outlined in His Word.  His name is on the title deed of this place. 

Acts 20:28—“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of 

God, which He obtained with His own blood.”



Jesus Christ has the marks of ownership in His hands and feet!

Paul’s reference to the church as a household is important because believers are 

to relate to one another as family.  Paul outlines different roles in the family.  That 

means the church is not simply another organization in the community.  It isn’t a 

social club, a place to politic, or a lobbying group.  The church is a living and 

breathing organism in which we relate to one another as brothers and sisters.  

We are connected to one another like parts of a body.  We are a faith family.  

Christ is our Master.  He is the Head of the body.  He calls the shots.

3.  We pursue a distinct MISSION (3:15c)

“…a pillar and buttress of the truth.”

As the church of Jesus Christ, we have a distinct motivation, we serve a distinct 

Master, and we pursue a distinct mission.  Paul tells Timothy what the mission of 

the church is here in verse 15, and it has everything to do with the truth of God’s 

Word.  He says that the church is the pillar and buttress, or the pillar and support 

of truth in the world.

We are to hold up the truth

Perhaps Paul draws upon he religious background of Ephesus as he makes his 

point here to Timothy.  Picturing the church as a pillar that helps to support a 

structure would have had a clear meaning to the people of Ephesus.  One of the 

features of the temple of Diana was its multiple pillars that held the whole edifice 

up.  There were more than one hundred of these, each one decorated with 

symbols that paid homage to other gods and goddesses that supposedly joined 

them in worship of Diana.



The problem was that the pillars in the temple of Diana helped prop up a lie 

because Diana was no more than an idol that was in opposition of the one true 

God.

Well, Paul’s point here is that Jesus Christ has entrusted His Word of truth to His 

church, and the church is to be the guardian of truth in the world.  There is not 

another organization on the planet that has received this distinct mission!

Tony Evans—“Truth is simply a fixed standard by which reality is measured, a 

non-negotiable reality.  It is that which corresponds to the facts.  Once you lose 

truth, you lose even the possibility of measuring or evaluating anything with any 

degree of accuracy.  Once you lose truth, you also lose freedom.  Remember that 

Jesus said, ‘You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’” 

Satan’s lies—which boast of freedom from God’s ‘restrictive, repressive’ truth—in 

reality always lead to bondage.  He is a liar and the father of all lies.

Let me tell you right now that truth is the only pathway to freedom.  Jesus said, “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life.  No man comes to the Father but by Me.”  

Though it might be painful or inconvenient or even lead to struggle, our mission 

as the church to be a truth-teller cannot be compromised.  If it is, we only lead 

people into deeper bondage.

We are to hold forth the truth.

The mission of the church is to convey God’s truth in all of its power.  Yes, we are 

to defend it and clarify it.  But let’s not forget to declare it!  I heard Johnny Hunt 

say that we've become great at defining the gospel, but not so great in declaring 

the gospel to others.  We’re to take the truth to the ends of the earth.  That’s what 

we must do.  The Lord of the church wants you to be personally involved in 



taking His truth your neighbors and to the nations.  Our world only wants truth 

when it is convenient, when it fits their preconceived ideas.  That means that the 

vast majority of the world is not going to agree with us.  But we must not let that 

keep us from holding forth the banner of truth.  That’s why we need to be men 

and women of the Word.  We've got to prioritize preaching and teaching—you 

can’t hold forth what don’t know!

Knowledge itself is not sufficient; we must obey the truth.  It must be received in 

my life for the purpose of changing my life.  Paul said this much to Titus.

Titus 2:1-10—“But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine…so 

that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.”

To adorn means to decorate or dress something up in a way that makes it 

attractive.  Let me tell you now, I love it when Anita ‘adorns’ herself when we go 

out somewhere.  She is beautiful.  We've been married for 16 years, and I’m 

even more attracted to her now than I was when I first met her.  As a church, we 

ought to ‘wear’ the truth of Christ in a way that makes it attractive and visible to 

others.  It ought to be constantly on display in our day to day lives.  (To be 

perfectly honest, I’m not sure I want what a lot of professing Christians have…)

Unfortunately, far too many local churches hold out when it comes to the truth.  

They compromise in an attempt to be relevant, or they fossilize in an attempt to 

be comfortable.  Both extremes are wrong and lead to a church that is diverted in 

its mission. 

If we have a distinct mission that involves holding up and holding forth the truth, 

then what is the substance of that truth?  Notice last that Paul says:

4.  We declare a distinct MESSAGE (3:16)



“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was manifested in the 

flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, 

believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”

Do you remember from Acts 19 what the crowd was chanting when they were 

rioting in Ephesus?  They were saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”  It was 

their national motto.  It was an expression that her worshipers would chant on 

their way to her temple.  Paul is going for the Ephesian jugular here.  He’s telling 

Timothy that our message is far greater, far more powerful.  

We have an great mystery to explain.

Great is the mystery of godliness!  The word ‘mystery’ there doesn’t refer to a 

puzzle to solve.  Instead, when you find that word in Scripture, it always refers to 

truth that has been revealed, truth that had previously been concealed, but now 

is revealed.  It is Paul’s way of referring to the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is 

clear as the rest of verse 16 shows.  Its almost as if Paul breaks out into a 

spontaneous burst of worship as he reflects upon the truth of the gospel.

We have an great Savior to proclaim.

He says that Christ was manifested in the flesh, became visible to us when He 

entered this world and took on flesh.  He was vindicated by the Spirit, which 

means that everything He did was proven true by the Holy Spirit’s power—the life 

He lived, the miracles He performed, the death He suffered, and His resurrection.  

He was seen by angels, which means heaven endorsed His life.  And then notice 

Paul says He was proclaimed among the nations, which is reference to the Great 

Commission.  

It doesn’t make much sense to give your life for a lost cost.



Tony Evans—“During the carnage at the Battle of Gettysburg in the Civil War, 

the Confederate forces who made the ill-fated ‘Pickett’s Charge’ on the Union 

lines were being cut to ribbons as they moved forward.  At one point the 

Confederates encountered a fence that they had to stop and cross while 

undergoing intense enemy fire.  As the troops took cover and realized the 

absolute futility of the attack, a number of the men simply turned around and 

headed back toward their own lines.  It wasn’t a matter of desertion or cowardice.  

They just realized that they were heading into certain death on a hopeless 

mission.” 

The disciples and the early church charged straight into the guns of the world 

because they had seen the risen Christ.  They knew Him to be alive!  They went 

out with courage and determination to preach His gospel among the nations.  

Then, notice Paul says that Christ is believed on in the world.  It is the result of 

sharing His message with others.  When we preach Christ in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, people will respond.  People will be saved.  The church will increase.

Paul ends his summary of the gospel by saying that Jesus was taken up in glory, 

a reference to His ascension.  In power and grandeur, Christ ascended to the 

heights of heaven where He sat down at the right hand of the Father.  And one of 

these days, He will return.  

Acts 1:11—“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  This 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 

as you saw Him go into heaven.”

So get busy.  That’s what I want us to do as a church in 2019.  I want each one of 

us to busy ourselves with the Great Commission.  Reaching people for Christ 



and making disciples.  That’s what we are going to do.  How will we do it?  That’s 

what I want to address next week…


