
“Our Ascended Lord”

Acts 1:6-11

If you have your Bible with you, turn with me to the first chapter of the book of 

Acts.  While you are turning there, I am sure that you’re familiar with the 

expression, “Out of sight, out of mind.”  It is a phrase that captures the idea that 

we soon forget people or things that are no longer visible or present.  

Forgetfulness is part of being human.

ills. of “Something by Tolstoy”

That story reminds me how easy it is to lose sight of what is most important.  We 

bury ourselves in the details of this life—the hurts, the struggles, the 

disappointments, the distractions—so much so that we lose sight of our first love, 

that we lose our sense of holy calling as the people of God.  Let me tell you, 

Jesus has done something to ensure that we never forget Him.

This morning, I want to deal with a subject that I don’t think I have ever preached 

a sermon on—the ascension of Jesus Christ.  Now, I have preached sermons on 

His crucifixion and His resurrection, but I have never dealt specifically with the 

ascension.  It is one of those things that we know is mentioned in the Scriptures, 

but we’re not really sure why it happened.  We approach it almost as if it were a 

footnote.  Perhaps the reason is that it seems so strange and surreal and unlike 

anything that we ourselves have ever experienced.  Think about it—the disciples 

personally witnessed the risen Son of God, in a glorified body, break the 

gravitational barrier and ascend into space until He was taken out of sight.  Can 

you imagine it?

There is something innate within humanity that senses that there is more beyond 

life in this world as we know it.  There is a universal desire in the human heart for 



transcendence, that death and disease ought not to be, and that we were made 

for heaven.

That is why the truth of Christ’s ascension is so important.  His resurrection and 

ascension proves that He is the Son of God with power.  He is Lord over both 

heaven and earth.  As you read through the book of Acts, you will notice that the 

fact of Christ’s ascension to the Father was a major part of the message the 

apostles preached.  The apostolic message was not simply that Christ died for 

our sins.  The message always involved His death, resurrection, and His 

ascension.  If He isn’t alive, then how can He save?  If He isn’t ascended, then 

how could He send the Spirit?  

The Christ of the early church was a crucified, buried, resurrected, and ascended 

Lord over all.  Such a truth brought great confidence to their hearts, and it can 

bring confidence to ours as well.  I want to show you how the ascension of Christ 

has profound implications for the follower of Christ.  It marked a pivotal point in 

His ministry, relocating His physical presence from earth to heaven where He 

continues His ministry, though with different emphasis.  Knowing what Christ is 

presently doing for us at the right hand of God the Father is vitally important to 

our lives as Christians.

1—When Christ’s ascension HAPPENED (1:6-9)

“So when they had come together, they asked Him, ‘Lord, will You at this time 

restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or 

seasons that the Father has fixed by His own authority.  But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’  And when 



He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, and a cloud 

took Him out of their sight.”

Luke has pointed out how Jesus presented Himself to His disciples for a period 

of 40 days following His resurrection.  The reason was to teach them and give 

them confidence as they would soon take the gospel into the world.  But as His 

earthly ministry concluded, the time came for Him to return to the Father. 

The question that the disciples ask Jesus in verse 6 was a serious question, but 

one that reflected their mistaken understanding about the nature of God’s 

kingdom.  They were curious about the timing of it all, and Jesus tells them that 

such things were to be none of their concern.

John Stott—“The verb, the noun, and the adverb of their sentence all betray a 

doctrinal confusion about the kingdom.  For the verb ‘restore’ shows that they 

were expecting a political and territorial kingdom; the noun ‘Israel’ that they were 

expecting a national kingdom; and the adverbial clause ‘at this time’ that they 

were expecting its immediate establishment.”  

Luke tells us that the last thing Jesus told His disciples just before His ascension 

was the agenda He had in mind for them.  They were instructed to wait in 

Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, which is a reference to the Holy Spirit.  

The direct result of them receiving the Spirit would be their witness.  The Holy 

Spirit would enable them to be Christ’s witnesses in ever widening circles, 

beginning in Jerusalem, then in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  

But before the Spirit could come, the Son had to go.  Once these final 

instructions were given, the Bible says in verse 9 that Jesus was lifted up and a 

cloud took Him out of their sight.  They saw Him go into heaven.

Proclaimed throughout the New Testament



The truth of Christ’s ascension is declared throughout the New Testament, both 

in terms of the event itself as well as its theological implications.  As an event, it 

is described in detail in three different places in the New Testament, one of them 

being this passage here.  The other two passages are found in Mark and Luke.

Mark 16:19—“So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to them, was 

taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.  And they went 

out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and 

confirmed the message by accompanying signs.”

Luke 24:50-53—“Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up His 

hands He blessed them.  While He blessed them, He parted from them and 

was carried up into heaven.  And they worshiped Him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.”

Though Matthew doesn’t specifically mention the details of the ascension, he 

does make a passing comment that might perhaps serve as the context for it.  

For example:

Matthew 28:16-18—“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain to which Jesus had directed them.  And when they saw Him they 

worshiped Him, but some doubted.  And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.”

Beyond the actual event itself, other New Testament writers speak of Christ’s 

ascension.  References to it are found in several different places.  For instance, 

John records the risen Jesus telling Mary Magdalene:



John 20:17—“Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, I am 

ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.”

Paul makes a reference to it in 1 Timothy by quoting from what is considered by 

many to be an early Christian hymn.

1 Timothy 3:16—“Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He 

was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”

1 Peter 3:22—“Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to 

Him.”

This was not something that happened out of the blue, but as the direct result of 

His resurrection and exaltation.  

Prophesied in the Old Testament

The Old Testament said that Christ would be enthroned.  In the fourth chapter of 

Ephesians, the apostle Paul shows how the ascension of Jesus is fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecy.  He quotes from Psalm 68 as he says:

Ephesians 4:8—“Therefore it says, ‘When He ascended on high he led a 

host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.”

In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter also shows how the ascension of 

Jesus is prophetic fulfillment:

Acts 2:33-36—“Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out 



this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing.  For David did not ascend 

into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My 

right hand, until I make Your enemies Your footstool.’  Let all the house of 

Israel therefore know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

Daniel was given a prophetic vision of the ascended Christ in all of His glory:

Daniel 7:13-14—“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 

heaven there came one like a son of man, and He came to the Ancient of 

Days and was presented before Him.  And to Him was given dominion and 

glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 

Him; His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and His kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”

Promised by Jesus Himself

On numerous occasions, Jesus told His disciples that He was going back to His 

Father.  Therefore, His ascension was something that should not have taken 

them by surprise.  For instance:

John 7:33—“I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him 

who sent Me.”

John 8:21—“I am going away, and you will seek Me.  Where I go, you 

cannot come.”

John 13:33-36—“Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer…

Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, where are You going?’  Jesus answered 

him, ‘Where I am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me 

afterward.”



John 14:1-3—“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe 

also in Me.  In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 

would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am, there you may be also.”

As an event, the ascension of the Lord Jesus is not a gospel footnote, but was 

part of the plan of God all along.  So the truth of the Lord’s ascension is 

proclaimed all throughout the New Testament, it was prophesied in the Old 

Testament, and it was promised by Jesus Himself.  And it happened immediately 

after He gave final instructions to His disciples.  Now, secondly I want to point 

out:

2—What Christ’s ascension ACCOMPLISHED (1:9)

“And when He had said these things, as they were looking on, He was lifted up, 

and a cloud took Him out of their sight.”

Not only do you and I need to understand that it happened, but we really need to 

understand what Christ’s ascension accomplished.  

As far as Christ is concerned

As far as Jesus Himself is concerned, there are at least four accomplishments of 

His ascension:

• His ascension ends His redemptive work on earth

The writer of Hebrews says that after making purification for sins, Jesus ‘sat 

down’ at the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3).  His ascension is 

indication that His redemptive work on earth was complete.  It is proof that His 

sacrifice is a sufficient atonement for sin.  There is nothing more to be done.  



That’s why He could ‘sit down’ at the Father’s right hand.  In the Old Testament, 

no high priest could ever sit down because his work was always ongoing.  There 

were always sacrifices to be made, animals to be slaughtered, blood to be 

applied to the altar.  Jesus, however, sat down at the right hand of Majesty.  

There is nothing else that needs to be done for sinners to be reconciled to God.  

His ascension ended His redemptive work.

• His ascension exalts Him as head over all things

In addition to ending His redemptive work, the ascension shows that His is 

exalted.  Paul says as much in the opening verses of Ephesians 1.  In his prayer 

for believers, he prays that they would come to know the immeasurable 

greatness of God’s power toward us who believe…

Ephesians 1:19-22—“…according to the working of His great might that He 

worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 

right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 

age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things under His feet.”

Jesus is exalted to a place of rule over all things!  From the largest star in the 

most remote galaxy, down to the smallest subatomic particle that exists in 

creation—Jesus Christ is Lord over all.  His ascension shows Him to be such.

• His ascension established His high priestly ministry

The writer of Hebrews says that by virtue of His ascension into heaven, Jesus 

has assumed the role of our High Priest.  In the Old Testament, the high priest 

was the one between God and man.  He served as a mediator or a go-between.  



He was the only one who could enter into the holy of holies to make atonement 

for sin.  

Hebrews 7:23-24—“The former priests were many in number because they 

were prevented by death from continuing in office, but He holds His 

priesthood permanently, because He continues forever.”

As the result, He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God 

through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Hebrews 8:1-2—“Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such 

a High Priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in heaven a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the 

Lord set up, not man.”

That’s why when we pray in the name of Jesus, we know that we have an 

audience with God because Jesus is our Priest who ushers us into the presence 

of God.  It explains why we can come boldly before the throne to obtain grace 

and mercy in our time of need.

• His ascension empowers us with the Holy Spirit

Jesus told the disciples in John 16:7 that it was to their advantage that He go 

away.  He said, “If I don’t go away, the Helper will not come to you.  But if I go, I 

will send Him to you.”  Thus, because of His ascension to heaven, the Son of 

God has sent the Spirit of God.  This explains why He can be absent from us yet 

present with us at the same time.  He has come to live within the believer through 

the presence of His Spirit.

Matthew 28:20—“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

As far as Christians are concerned 



We often refer to what Jesus has done in terms of His earthly ministry and death 

on the cross.  And, we often refer to what will do when He comes again and sets 

up His reign on earth.  But what is He doing now at the present?  Well, His 

ascension shows us that He is representing us as our High Priest.

• It means He is making intercession for us

As our ascended High Priest…

Hebrews 7:25—“He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to 

God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”

“Intercession”—word in Greek is ‘entygchano’ and means to fall in with, to meet 

a person in conversation

Did you know that the Son of God is always representing you and is interceding 

for you at the Father’s right hand?  There is not a moment—not even a 

millisecond—that passes by in your life where you are not being interceded for by 

Christ.  That is why through Christ, believers can draw near to God in prayer and 

worship.

• It means He is our advocate

In His ascension to heaven, Jesus is interceding for us and He is our advocate 

with the Father.  We have an enemy who is called the ‘accuser’ of the brethren.  

Satan accuses us and slanders us.  However, in our ascended Lord Jesus we 

have an Advocate!  That means we always have a defense attorney whose 

wounds for us plead our case.

1 John 2:1—“My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 

may not sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous.”



• It means He is preparing for us a home

Jesus told His disciples to not be discouraged, to not let their hearts become 

troubled.  They believed in God, they were also to believe in Him.  He comforts 

their hearts with the wonderful truth that He is going to prepare a place for them:

John 14:2-3—“In My Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, I 

would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you unto Myself, 

that where I am you may be also.”

We’ve considered when the ascension happened and what the ascension 

accomplished.  Third, notice:

3—Why Christ’s ascension MATTERS (1:10-11)

“And while they were gazing into heaven as He went, behold, two men stood by 

them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw Him go into heaven.”

The fact that Jesus is ascended is a truth that creates us as believers a calm, 

confident assurance.  As long as they were standing around looking into heaven, 

they weren’t doing what Jesus wanted them to do.  Their preoccupation was not 

to be with the physics of what they had just seen, but the mission that they had 

just been given.  They would also be given the reassurance that one day in the 

future, Jesus would return in the same way that they saw Him go into heaven.  

So why does this truth matter so much?

• Produces joy in our hearts



According to what Luke says in the last chapter of his gospel, the ascension was 

a cause for great joy in the lives of the disciples.  After they had witnessed it 

firsthand, we are told:

Luke 24:52-53—“And they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, and were continually in the temple blessing God.”

The truth that Jesus is ascended is something that brings joy to the heart of the 

person who trusts in Him because it means that He is ruling and reigning.  It 

shows that He is Lord and Master over all things and there is no reason for us to 

fear the circumstances of life.

• Provokes us to greater work

The end of Mark’s gospel says that following the ascension the disciples went out 

and preached everywhere while the Lord was working with them.  Jesus had 

promised that if He went away, they would do even greater works.  Those greater 

works would be the direct result of the coming of His Spirit, which was why He 

went away.

• Promotes interest in heavenly things

The truth that Jesus is our ascended Lord is something that ought to promote 

heavenly interest in our hearts and lives.  In other words, believers ought to be 

interested more in the truth of heaven than we are in the interests of earth.

Timothy Keller—“The way you live now is completely controlled by what you 

believe about the future.”  

What we believe about the life beyond determines our loves, our motivations, our 

goals, and how we direct all of our energies in this life.  It deeply affects a 

person’s worldview, which drives our decision making in life.  Our beliefs about 



the afterlife, and all that is connected with those beliefs, form the center from 

which we evaluate everything in life as it is now.

I know you have heard the cliche that warns us against being so heavenly 

minded that we’re no earthly good.  I have discovered that it is the opposite 

which is most often the case.  The problem with most Christians is not that they 

think about Heaven too much, but that they think about it too little.  

C.S. Lewis—“If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did most for 

the present world were precisely those who thought the most of the next.  The 

apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the 

great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished 

the slave trade, all left their mark on earth, precisely because their minds were 

occupied with Heaven.  It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the 

other world that they have become so ineffective in this one.  Aim and Heaven 

and you will get earth thrown in; aim at earth and you will get neither.”  

The irony is that the more we think about the next world, the more effective we 

become in this one.  It was the hope of resurrection in Christ, His ascension into 

Heaven, and the promise of His return that transformed the first century world 

through the witness of the early church.

Aristides (125 AD)—“If any righteous man among the Christians passes from 

this world, they rejoice and offer thanks to God, and they escort his body with 

songs and thanksgivings as if he were setting out from one place to another 

nearby.”

• Produces steadfastness in our lives



When we face challenges in life as believers, there is no reason for us to cave in 

to fear or give up in despair.  The truth of the ascension means that Christ is 

enthroned and seated at the Father’s right hand—we’re seated with Him!

Ephesians 1:3—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places.”

Ephesians 2:4-6—“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 

us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised 

us up with Him and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus.”

Jesus has ascended to heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and is 

in a place of supreme authority over all things.  The writer of Hebrews says that 

this truth is like an anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast.  It means that we 

can have deep and abiding confidence in our lives.

Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea 

A great High Priest whose name is love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me 
My name is graven on His hands 
My name is written on His heart 

I know that while in heav'n He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 

When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within 

Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin 



Because the sinless Savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free 
For God the Just is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb 
My perfect, spotless Righteousness 

The great unchangeable I AM 
The King of glory and of grace 
One with Himself, I cannot die 

My soul is purchased by His blood 
My life is hid with Christ on high 

With Christ my Savior and my God


