
“A Reason to Rejoice”

1 Peter 1:3-5

I want you to imagine for a moment that first Easter Sunday morning.  Imagine that you've 

been hiding in the upper room with the rest of the disciples.  It is the third day since the events 

of the crucifixion took place.  Confused and bewildered, imagine the hopelessness and 

despair that these men must have felt.  They had left everything to follow Jesus, believing 

Him to be the hope of Israel, and yet He had been crucified.  Suddenly, Mary bursts through 

the door with shocking news, “The tomb is empty!”  No doubt, the women told the group all 

that they had seen and heard from the angel.  But it all seemed too sensational to believe.  

Luke says:  

Luke 24:11—“But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 

them.”

Peter, however, decides to go see for himself.  For the past three days, he’s been in a 

hopeless fog of depression.  The pain of his failure still cut like a knife, just as fresh as the 

words of denial came across his lips a few nights before.  He couldn’t get past the look in 

Jesus’ eyes, knowing that he had done exactly what Jesus had said.  And now Jesus was 

dead.  Or was He?

Peter had to go and investigate for himself.  Both he and John hurry to the tomb, and John 

outruns him and gets there first.  Not far behind, Peter arrives and barges into the tomb and 

he finds it just as the women had said.  The stone is removed, the clothes are still in tact, but 

the body is nowhere to be found.  Questions arise:

• Had the body been removed someplace else?

• Had the soldiers come and disturbed the tomb?

The body couldn't have been stolen, for the grave clothes were still in tact, as if the body had 

passed right through them!  The only explanation was that Jesus was alive and had risen, just 

as He had said.  John believes.  Peter believes.  The dark clouds of hopelessness that had 

filled his heart were beginning to lift.  And very soon, Peter is going to see the risen Jesus with 



his own eyes.  He’s going to be forgiven and restored. He will serve as an eyewitness to the 

ascension and glory of the risen Lord who promised to return.  Fast forward some 30 years 

later, and Peter will  write these words:

1 Peter 1:3—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to 

his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

And this ‘living hope’ is the theme of 1 Peter.  (Turn)

What a person places his ultimate hope in reveals who or what that person worships.  We 

attach our hope to those things that bring us the most satisfaction.  Your hope is a good 

indicator of what you look to for security in life.

Peter reminds some struggling Christians that those who hope in Christ always have reason 

to rejoice.  He wrote to believers who were experiencing the pain and discomfort of 

persecution for their faith in Christ.  He writes to encourage them by reminding them of the 

living hope that they have because of the living Christ that they serve.

These introductory verses here are full of rich theology that results in a doxology of worship 

found in verse 3—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!”  It is an outburst 

of praise from Peter’s lips as he reflects upon the past, present, and future tenses of the 

believer’s salvation.

John MacArthur—“The passage is a hymn of worship designed to encourage Christians 

living in a hostile world to look past their temporal troubles and rejoice in their eternal 

inheritance.” 

Looking past our temporal troubles is often a very difficult thing to do, isn’t it?  Somewhere 

along the way, we have bought into the idea that unless my circumstances are just right, I 

can’t be happy.  The way Peter begins his letter blows that theory to pieces—“Blessed be the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!”

“Blessed”—to speak a good word about; same Greek we get ‘eulogy’ from 



The paragraph that begins in verse 3 and goes all the way to verse 12 is one long sentence in 

the Greek text.  The idea that is expressed in these verses is that Christians have reason to 

rejoice, and we must recognize that even our sufferings are part of the plan of God.  And so 

“rejoice” and “joy” are key terms in these verses, teaching us that our happiness and 

contentment in life is not dependent upon our circumstances.  He tells them that true joy and 

true happiness is theirs in Christ, and there is no amount of discomfort in life that can ever 

take it away.

Following his doxology in verse 3, Peter goes on to tell us why exactly we have a reason to 

rejoice as believers.

1—The SOURCE of our hope (1:3)

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead.”  

Peter says that we have reason to rejoice because we have been born again to a living hope, 

and this is by His great mercy.

I have recently found myself intrigued by these ancestor search databases that you can find 

online, such as ancestry.com.  There are agencies now that will send you a DNA kit through 

the mail.  You send a sample back, and within weeks they send you the results.  People all 

across the country are doing this sort of thing.  The reason is that we truly want to know who 

we are and where we come from.  Our birth identifies us.  

Peter speaks of a ‘new birth,’ one that is spiritual in nature, one that brings with it a new 

identity and a new citizenship.  In your physical birth, you’ve been identified with Adam.  

That’s why every person is born a sinner.  As someone who has come to faith in Christ, let me 

tell you what is now true of me.  I am crucified with Christ, and yet I live.  Yet not I, but Christ 

lives in me!  The old me is crucified with Christ, and I've been born again.  I’m now identified 

with Christ.  In the new birth, God is our Father and heaven is our home.  Or, as Paul says it 
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in Colossians 3, our life is now ‘hidden’ with Christ in God.  We have a brand new identity as 

sons and daughters of God.

Peter says that this new birth is according to God’s great ‘mercy.’  That is, it is not something 

that we have done for ourselves, because our condition is one of brokenness and 

helplessness.  Rather, God in Christ stooped down to our level and lifted us up, doing for us 

what we could not do for ourselves. 

This is Paul’s argument:

Ephesians 2:4-5—“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 

he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved.”

In mercy and grace, God brought us forth from darkness into His marvelous light.  He brought 

us from the realm of death and shadow and, by His own sovereign power, He has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope.

The ‘hope’ that Peter mentions here is not merely wishful thinking.  The word in the New 

Testament is a word that speaks of confident expectation of a certain and future event.  Peter 

then grounds this ‘hope’ with the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, which is why it is a 

living hope.  It is a living hope because it is anchored in a living Lord.

To be in possession of a living hope means that there is no circumstance in this life, no matter 

how awful it may be, no matter how difficult it may be, nothing can extinguish it.  There is 

nothing you will ever face that will separate you from the hope you have in Christ.  Even in 

spite of all that he had suffered as a witness for Jesus Christ, this is why the apostle Paul 

could say:

Romans 8:38-39—“For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”



Nothing can separate me from my living hope—pain can’t do it, heartache and sadness can’t 

do it, a bad turn of events can’t do it, even death itself can’t do it.  If anything could adversely 

affect my hope, then it could not be rightly called a ‘living’ hope.  This world at best can offer a 

person a faint and dying hope.  At some point, they will disappoint you and let you down.  

That is why you need a living hope, one that far outlasts the temporary and empty hopes of 

life in a fallen world.  Peter says we have one in Christ.  

The ‘living’ nature of our hope is inextricably linked to the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

The resurrection is what brings us hope. 

2—The SUBSTANCE of our inheritance (1:4)

“to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who 

by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time.”

Peter draws our attention to heaven and uses the word ‘inheritance’ to describe the future 

hope of believers.  It is the future expectation of all who trust in Christ.  Even though there is 

an element of future anticipation, notice that this inheritance is in our present possession.

Ephesians 1:11—“In him we have obtained an inheritance…”

A couple of verses later, Paul says that the Holy Spirit who lives within the Christian is the 

‘guarantee’ or pledge of this inheritance until we acquire possession of it.  As pilgrims who are 

making our way through life in a broken world, Christians have an expectant hope for the 

future, for we have been guaranteed an inheritance that is eternal and unfading.  But I don’t 

have to wait until later to begin enjoying it—I can enjoy it now.  Jesus described this in detail 

in John 14 to reassure His disciples. Peter speaks of this inheritance here in verse 4 through 

some powerful terms.  He uses three words to describe it:

First, it is imperishable

The word that he uses here is a word that means undying or unending.  It means that it 

cannot become spoiled, not subject to corruption, not liable to death.



1 Corinthians 15:51-52—“Behold!  I tell you a mystery.  We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For 

the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 

changed.”

I am going to be given an imperishable body as part of my imperishable inheritance.  Our 

bodies break down and wear out because they are perishable.  Have you ever lost something 

that was valuable to you?  A diamond ring, or a watch, or a ticket to something special maybe.  

It is a terrible feeling.  No matter how precious a thing like that might be, it is a ‘perishable’ 

thing.

Not our inheritance!  It is a treasure that will never be lost.

Second, it is undefiled

That simply means that it cannot be tainted, stained, or otherwise polluted by outside agents.  

Everything else in creation that we know has been defiled by sin.  Adam’s sin has had far 

reaching effects.

The trinkets we prize here on earth can’t be described as being undefiled, no matter what kind 

of lock and key or vault you place them under.  No matter how much you prize a piece of real 

estate, you cannot keep it from becoming defiled.  Houses age out.  Cars rust out.  Health 

wears out.  But that doesn’t apply to what I have in Christ!

Third, it is unfading

The word used here translates a Greek word that was used to describe a flower that did not 

wither or die.  No matter how beautiful a flower is, there will come a time when it withers 

away.  Its beauty fades and quickly passes.  In this life, every earthly pleasure we experience 

and treasure we value, every temporary thing in which we hope only diminishes with time.  

That’s why any hope outside of Christ is a dying hope.  

My eternal inheritance in Christ is something that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.  It 

will never lose its luster or beauty.  Take all these three words together, and imagine what 

your inheritance in Christ must look like—it is unending and undying, free from any corruption, 



and never loses its beauty.  Add to this the promise that it is being ‘kept’ in heaven for you.  

That is, it is secure, under careful watch and held by way of reservation with your name on it.  

Notice that Peter says that it is by God’s power that we as believers are being guarded 

through faith.  It is the mercy of God that brings us to faith, and it is the grace of God that 

keeps us there.

Philippians 1:6—“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

Imagine how encouraging it would be to these Christians under duress to whom Peter is 

writing to learn the fact that their eternal salvation is being guarded.  It is not by their strength 

that it is being maintained, but by God’s power.

“Guarded”—word is military term that means to garrison or to hem in with protection

Philippians 4:7—“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

As one who belongs to Christ, I am ‘garrisoned’ with His own protection.  By His grace and 

providential care, He will lead me into that which He has prepared for me.  By the power of 

God, I am being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

“Revealed”—word is ‘apokalypto’ and means that is it all finished and ready to be unveiled

Think of the three-fold nature of our living hope.  To begin with, our hope is anchored in the 

past—Christ rose from the dead.  I have been saved from the penalty of sin.  Also, our hope is 

active in the present—Christ lives in our hearts.  I am being saved from the presence of sin.  

Then finally, our hope anticipates the future—Christ is coming again.  I will one day be saved 

from the presence of sin!

3—The SECURITY of our faith (1:6-7)

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 



perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

By God’s power, they were being kept through faith.  Peter didn’t conceive of faith as a single 

isolated act.  Rather, he is speaking of a genuine faith that persists until the day of 

redemption, one that is garrisoned in by God’s power, even when it is being tested.

He says that Christians can rejoice when faced with trials, and this is because our hope 

transcends our trials.  Joy isn’t based upon the right set of circumstances.  My hope is built on 

nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.  Verse 6 says, “In this you rejoice.”  Peter 

takes us right back to the truth of the first five verses.  We rejoice in the truth that he has just 

explained.

Let me tell you what this means—As Christians, we don’t have to live on an emotional roller 

coaster in life that tries to find happiness in the right set of circumstances.  Because we live in 

a broken world, our circumstances are always changing.  They are in a constant state of flux, 

and sometimes they change for the better, sometimes they change for the worse.  If you stake 

your confidence or happiness on circumstances, then prepare for the constant roller coaster 

of emotions in life.  To the contrary, Peter says, “In this you rejoice.”  In a living hope that is 

sure and unchanging.

All of us know what it means to be grieved by trials.  The word ‘trials’ that Peter uses carries 

the idea of testing.  It describes a test in which God brings His people through adversity and 

affliction in order to encourage and prove their faith and confidence in Him.

James 1:2-5—“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for 

you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness 

have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

Peter tells these scattered and struggling believers that God has a plan and purpose behind 

every trial that we undergo in life.  Notice how he describes these trials:

They are necessary



6a—In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials,

The idea is that the trial is not something that is accidental, coincidental, or unintentional.  

What Peter says here destroys the idea that the happenings of our lives are random events, 

things that are outside the watchful, loving care of a sovereign God.  Instead, trials are a 

necessary part of His plan for our lives.

Beware of any theology that makes no room for pain and suffering.  When you search the 

Scriptures, you will not find a single servant of God whom He did not put through the fire of 

adversity.

Hebrews 12:6-10—“For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, and chastises every son 

whom He receives…He is treating you as sons…He disciplines us for our good, that we 

may share in His holiness.” 

God allows trials in our lives, not so much because of what we might or might not have done, 

but because of what we might or might not know.  They become His primary classroom, 

necessary for our instruction and sanctification.

When you consider what Peter says in verse 6, it almost doesn’t make sense—“You rejoice 

even though you are grieved by trials.”  This goes against everything that we feel and think.  

The world says that the more uncomfortable our position is, the most unlikely we are to find 

satisfaction.  Peter comes along and says something totally opposite.  His purpose is to show 

that God does not try His people without reason.  We experience grief only as it is necessary 

in the light of God’s great and infinitely wise purpose for our lives.

They are multi-faceted

6b—In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials,

The word he uses means many colored or spotted.  The idea is that trials come in all shapes, 

colors, and sizes.  Some come from the outside through things that other people might do, 

such as when people wrong us or when disease and disaster wound us.  They are things that 



happen to us that are beyond our control.  Others come through the inside of us, such as our 

thoughts, attitudes, and emotions.  They come in the form of doubt and fear, depression and 

anxiety.  The point is that they come in different forms, through different seasons in life, each 

one tailor made for our own unique situation.  

They are temporary

6c—In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials,

Peter uses the word ‘oligos’ which refers to a temporary period of time.  Compared to eternity, 

the trials we face are a bleep on the radar.  The problem with trials from our perspective is 

that they are permanent and unending, which really isn’t true.  They are momentary and 

temporary in the grand scheme of things.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18—“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an 

eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are 

seen but to the things that are unseen.  For the things that are seen are transient, but 

the things that are unseen are eternal.”

We fix our eyes not upon what is seen, but upon what is unseen.  The painful circumstance 

that you find yourself in now is only for ‘oligos,’ for a temporary time.

They are purposeful

7—so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 

though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ.

Our trials are not random, not useless, and they are not inconsequential.  They serve a very 

important purpose.  And the purpose is the ‘tested genuineness’ of our faith.

The word is ‘dokimion’ and describes the proven nature of something.  And as an illustration 

of what he is talking about, Peter takes us into the workshop of a master craftsman.  There, 

we watch him go through a practice known as ‘smelting’ which involves the process of 



applying heat to some precious metal to extract its precious quality and separate it from all 

impurities.  As the refiner’s fire is heated up, the gold is brought to a hot and malleable liquid 

form.  Its impurities rise to the surface and are removed.  And it is said that the silversmith 

would keep the heat turned up until he was able to see his reflection in the gold.

This is the idea that Peter is getting to here in verse 7.  The proven quality of our faith is much 

more precious than gold.  He won’t keep the heat turned up a second more than is necessary.  

The Master Refiner himself will keep the heat applied to my life, not to make be bitter, but to 

make me better.  Not to weaken me, but to strengthen me.  Not to crush me, but to conform 

me to the image of His Son.

What goal does God have in mind for our faith?  Peter says the goal is that it may result in 

praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

The word ‘praise’ speaks of God’s approval as opposed to those who will one day be 

ashamed at Christ’s coming for their failure to trust Him for salvation.  One day, I’m going to 

hear Him say to me, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Thus, to have the eternal 

commendation of my Savior in heaven will be well worth all of the short-term suffering in this 

life.  

The word ‘glory’ refers to that which is promised to the believer at the coming of the Lord.  To 

see Him and behold His glory is the supreme desire of our lives as believers.  We rejoice in 

spite of suffering because of the glory that we have to look forward to!

The word ‘honor’ points to the exalted position which one day all glorified believers will 

receive as the reward for their faith.  It was a word often used to describe the attitude of the 

owner of a precious jewel.  Just as the jewel is a precious stone to its owner, so also is the 

child of God a precious possession of the Lord for all eternity.

Peter’s point here is not so much that God is working to transform our circumstances as much 

as He is working through those circumstances to transform us.

Paul Tripp—“Perhaps in hard moments, when we are tempted to wonder where God’s grace 

is, it is grace that we are getting, but not grace in the form of a soft pillow or a cool drink.  



Rather, in those moments, we are being blessed with the heart-transforming grace of difficulty 

because the God who loves us knows that this is exactly the grace we need.”

Note the phrase ‘at the revelation of Jesus Christ.’  This is a reference to coming of Jesus.  By 

referring to this, Peter is reminding these Christians that God’s purposes behind their present 

grief may not be fully known in a week, in a year, or even in a lifetime.  Some of the things 

that we face in this life may never be understood, but it will make sense one day when Christ 

comes and is revealed in all of His glory.  On that day, every wrong will be made right and 

righteousness will receive its reward.

4—The SUBJECT of our affection (1:8-9)

“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him.  Though you do not now see Him, you believe 

in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 

your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

As Christians, you and I have reason to rejoice when we consider the purpose behind our 

trials in life.  But then notice also what Peter says about our focus.  Rather than my mind 

being fixed on the trial, it must be fixated on the glory of the resurrected Christ.  We can 

rejoice when we are grieved by trials because the subject of our affection is Jesus Christ.  My 

mind and heart is to be caught up with, not the trial I’m in, but the beauty of the One who 

loved me and gave Himself for me, who conquered death through His resurrection, and rules 

the universe from His ascended throne.  Peter says the believer’s hope begins and ends with 

Jesus.

The way to endure and even thrive in the midst of life’s hardships is to get your mind off of the 

struggle itself and become fixated with the greatness of God and the future coming of Jesus 

Christ.  Look at what Peter says:

8—Though you have not seen Him, you love Him.  Though you do not now see Him, you 

believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.

The object of our love



Peter commends these scattered Christians for how Jesus had become the object of their 

love and affection, even though they had never seen Him in the physical sense.  They had 

never seen Jesus like Peter had.  As one of the original twelve disciples, Peter had seen 

Jesus with his own two eyes.  He was an eyewitness to the events that had happened in 

Jerusalem where Jesus was arrested, condemned, and crucified.  He saw firsthand the empty 

tomb and the graveclothes, and he was an eyewitness to the resurrection. 

It is an amazing thing that Peter love Him, but it is even more amazing that these Christians 

who had never seen Him love Him.  Their love for Jesus was evidence of their conversion.  It 

was the result of their new birth.  Peter is not commanding them—he is commending them.

Though they hadn’t seen Him, they loved Him.  And though they didn’t see Him, they believed 

in Him.  Literally, they believed ‘into’ Jesus Christ.  It means that He became the object of their 

faith, the very center of their lives.  Salvation is believing ‘into’ the Lord Jesus Christ and 

leaning wholly upon Him.

The overflow of our joy

Notice the result of these Christians believing ‘into’ Jesus Christ—“you believe in Him and 

rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.”  Rather than diminishing their joy, 

the trial only magnified it.  The word ‘inexpressible’ means unspeakable, that it cannot be 

explained through words.  It is the same attitude that Jesus had when faced with the suffering 

and agony of the cross.  The writer of Hebrews says, “Who for the joy that was before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

He endured the pain of Good Friday because He looked forward to the joy of Easter Sunday.

The outcome of our faith

Though they had not seen Jesus, they loved Him.  They believed in Him.  They rejoiced with 

inexpressible, glorious joy that transcended their circumstance.  And why could they do this?  

Because they were:

9—obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.



No matter what they were up against, no matter the hardship, no matter the struggle, nothing 

could keep them from the outcome of their faith.  The word he uses for ‘obtaining’ is in the 

present tense and means perpetually receiving.  Not simply future expectation but present 

reality.  The NIV says, “You are receiving.”  The idea is that we are recipients of salvation 

blessing now, that God wants us to enjoy a taste of heaven now.  Yes, we have future glory to 

look forward to, but we can experience some of that future glory now.

Charles Spurgeon—“Little faith will take your soul to heaven, but great faith will bring heaven 

to your soul.” 

We rejoice now in the fact that the salvation of our souls is guaranteed.  So let trouble come!  

I have nothing to fear.

Where do you find your joy?  What does it take to make you happy?  Do your circumstances 

have to be just right for you to be a content, joyful person?  If so, they you've not yet 

understood what Peter has been saying in these verses.  Jesus died and rose again to save 

you from your sin, but He also died and rose again to bring you His joy.

Nehemiah 8:10—“The joy of the Lord is your strength.”

The Thirty Years’ War was a war fought in Central Europe between 1618 and 1648.  It was 

one of the longest and most destructive conflicts in human history.  It started as a conflict 

between Protestant and Catholic groups throughout what remained of the Holy Roman 

Empire.  It eventually drew in all the major powers of the day, and became the deadliest 

European religious war in history.  By the time it was over, the war resulted in more than eight 

million deaths.  During the war, there was a German pastor named Paul Gerhardt who, along 

with his family, was forced to flee from their home.  One night as they stayed in a small village 

inn, homeless and afraid of what might become of them, his wife broke down and cried in 

despair.  To comfort her, Gerhardt reminded her of Scriptural promises about God’s provision 

and keeping. Then, going outside to be alone, he too broke down and wept.  He felt he had 

come to his darkest hour.  Soon afterward, Gerhardt felt the burden lifted and sensed anew 

the Lord’s presence.  Taking a pen and some paper, he wrote a hymn that has brought 

comfort to many.



Give to the winds thy fears,

hope, and be undismayed;

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears;

God shall lift up thy head.

Through waves and clouds and storms,

He gently clears the way;

wait thou His time, so shall this night

soon end in joyous day.

That’s what Easter is all about.  The night shall soon end in joyous day.  Blessed be the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy, He has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Savior, 

waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior, 

vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord!

Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior; 

he tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave he arose; 

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes; 

he arose a victor from the dark domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Do you have a reason to rejoice this Easter Sunday?  If all your hope is in Jesus Christ, then 

my friend, you most certainly do.  And if you have never by faith trusted in Him, if you have 

never been ‘born again,’ then I invite you to respond to the Spirit’s call and receive Christ now 

as your Savior.  Repent of your sins and believe the gospel!


