
“Hannah: A Woman of Grace”

1 Samuel 1-2

One of the most memorable movie lines of all time comes from the 1939 classic, 

“The Wizard of Oz,” and I bet most of you know what it is.  There’s no place like 

home.  With three clicks of the heels of her ruby red slippers, Dorothy Gale was 

back home in Kansas.  I imagine some of you wish you had some shoes like that.  

With three clicks of the heels, I’d be saying, “There’s no place like a Mexican 

restaurant, there’s no place like a Mexican restaurant…”

Home—it is a word that has been in our vocabulary more than usual.  These past 

two months, all of us have been at home a whole lot more than we are used to.  

While we are all rightfully concerned about the fall-out to our economy, perhaps 

God is more concerned about what our lifestyles up until now have been doing to 

our families.  We have all grown accustomed to such a fast pace of life that we 

don’t know what to do with the extra time that we have on our hands.  To be ‘on 

the go’ like we’ve been in recent years has undoubtedly taken its toll out on our 

homes.  Add to this the fact that every member of the American household now 

has a screen in front of them nearly all day.  Before we know it, we become 

strangers to the very ones we live with and love the most.  So we have some 

‘homework’ to do.  

The home is important.  There is no place like the home, and that is true in more 

ways than we realize.  The home is the basic building block of society.  

Chronologically, the home is established in the Bible before the church.  In the 

home, God designed an incubator for those made in His image.  It is during the 

formative years within the home that children develop a basic understanding of 

right and wrong as well as other values that they will take with them into their 

adult years.



It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out the fact that the family, the 

foundation of our nation, is facing challenges in our day that are unprecedented.  

Ours is the generation that is reaping the bitter harvest that has sprung up from 

seeds that were sown in the sexual revolution of the 1960s.  The battle over the 

definition of marriage, the growing acceptance of gender fluidity, abortion on 

demand, and the idea that children are a burden all threaten to undo the very 

fabric that holds American society together.  If ever there was a time for the 

Christian home to inspect its foundation, that time is now.

Our God is not surprised by any of the cultural trends in today’s world.  He’s not 

shocked by the state of morality in our day, the state of our school systems, or 

what is being paraded on television and praised by the entertainment industry.  

He knew full well about this era of our history long before it ever arrived.  He calls 

us to a life of faith and obedience to Christ, knowing full well what kind of world 

we are living in.  It’s not easy to follow Jesus in a world that rejects and ridicules 

biblical values.  Neither is it easy to raise our children and establish godly homes 

in such a climate.  But the Lord never gives us a task without also providing us 

with the means and resources to successfully complete that task.  Where the 

Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he should go,” we can be grateful that it 

also says:

James 1:5—“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 

all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given him.”   

If you feel overwhelmed by the thought of raising sons and daughters in a post-

Christian, social media pressured, and coronavirus world, then be of good cheer.  

Jesus said, “I have overcome the world!”



For reasons such as these, I want us to take the next few weeks and examine 

what the Bible has to say about the home.  Today is Mother’s Day, and I am 

grateful to God for you godly ladies who are working overtime as wife, mother, 

and a whole bunch of other roles.  Many of you have been wearing multiple hats 

over these past weeks.  You’re a provider, teacher, disciplinarian, and spiritual 

leader.  We all look up to you with admiration.  And so from Mother’s Day to 

Father’s Day in six weeks, I want us to look closely at what Scripture has to say 

about the home.  If you have a Bible there in front of you, take it and turn to 1 

Samuel 1.  This morning, I thought we’d begin by taking a close look at the life of 

a godly woman who understood the significance of devoting her children to God.  

Her name is Hannah, and we find her story in the opening chapters of 1 

Samuel…  

Hannah is a woman of grace.  In fact, that is precisely what her name means.  

Her name comes from a Hebrew word that means to be favored.  And it really is 

an appropriate description for a woman whose life could testify of God’s grace.  

Hannah has become an emblem of the grace of motherhood.  From her life, 

we’re able to make several observations.  

1—The DIFFICULTY of her home (1:1-7)

“There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Ephraim 

whose name was Elkanah…He had two wives.  The name of the one was 

Hannah, and the name of the other, Peninnah.  And Peninnah had children, but 

Hannah had no children.  Now this man used to go up year by year from his city 

to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of 

Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord.  On the day when Elkanah 

sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and 

daughters.  But to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he loved her, 



though the Lord had closed her womb.  And her rival used to provoke her 

grievously to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb.  So it went on 

year by year.  As often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to 

provoke her.  Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat.”

The book of 1 Samuel begins in the setting of the judges, a time in which Israel 

had no king.  We saw this same thing when we were in the book of Ruth late last 

year.  If you know anything about that period of Old Testament history, then 

you’re well aware of the fact that it was a very dark and confusing time in Israel.  

The last verse of the book of Judges tells us why:

Judges 21:25—“In those days there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did 

what was right in his own eyes.” 

There was a lack of godly leadership in the land.  The priesthood was corrupt.  

The law of Moses was ignored.  Honestly, it was a time that was not unlike our 

own.  It was a time of crisis.  There was a crisis of leadership.  There was a crisis 

of morality and ethics.  Because there was no one to fill the leadership gap, 

God’s people began to drift away from their ethical and theological foundation.

During the time of the judges, Israel had no leader or basis of authority.  It was a 

time when truth was viewed as being relative.  It was a time of situational ethics.  

The Israelites had rejected the rule of God, their rightful King, and every man 

became a law unto himself.  And let me tell you, the same thing always happens 

whenever there is a rejection of truth.  When God’s Word is cast aside, the only 

thing left behind in the wake is chaos and confusion.

In the midst of this setting, we are introduced to a family.  It wasn’t a perfect 

family, but was a family that tried to serve God in such confusing times.  The man 

of the house has two wives, which creates all kinds of friction in his home.  His 



wife Peninnah has children, but Hannah is barren and broken.  Every year 

Elkanah would take his family on a trip to the tabernacle in Shiloh.  And what 

should have been a joyful event for Hannah became difficult because Penninah 

used it as an opportunity to exalt herself and put down Hannah because of her 

barrenness.  On the feast day of sacrifice, Elkanah would distribute portions of 

meat to his family, but he would give a double portion to Hannah because of his 

love for her.  And no doubt her desire for a son is reflective of the love that she 

had for her husband.  It was vitally important in that culture to have children who 

could maintain the family inheritance and name.  Though she could not conceive, 

her loved her.  And she loved him.

John MacArthur—“Contrary to popular opinion, the most important 

characteristic of a godly mother is not her relationship with her children.  It is her 

love for her husband.  The love between husband and wife is the real key to a 

thriving family.  A healthy home environment cannot be built exclusively on the 

parents’ love for their children.  The properly situated family has marriage at the 

center; families shouldn’t revolve around the children.” 

What we communicate to our kids through our marital relationship with our 

spouse will stay with them for the rest of their lives.  They will learn the most 

fundamental lessons of life by watching how we treat one another.  What our kids 

come to believe about love, selflessness, integrity, truth, sin, sympathy, and 

forgiveness—they will largely learn from observing us.  O, be careful little eyes!

Elkanah loved Hannah, and Hannah loved her husband.  They were committed 

to one another though the Lord had closed her womb.  Notice that phrase is 

mentioned twice in the passage, once in verse 5 and again in verse 6. 



Hannah is a woman who knows what pain is.  Her home life is broken and 

divided.  Her barrenness is a stigma that gives her rival an opportunity to pick at 

her.  She’s married to a man who loves her, but perhaps due to the fact that she 

was barren, he marries another woman so he could have a family.  This had 

been the example that Israel had in its history—Abraham marrying Sarah and 

Hagar, Jacob marrying Rachel and Leah.  All the while, keep in mind the fact that 

God’s original plan for the family involved one man married to one woman for life.  

Jesus said as much: 

Matthew 19:4-6—“Have you not read that He who created them from the 

beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall 

leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh?  So they are no longer two but one flesh.  What 

therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”

Divorce and bigamy was never part of God’s original plan for humanity, but came 

as the result of sin brought on by Adam’s disobedience.  No home is untouched 

by sin, even the most godly and grounded ones.

Our homes can have the aroma of heaven, or they can have the stench of hell.  

And the irony is that sometimes it happens all within the same day.  If your home 

isn’t perfect this morning, all of this should give you some hope.  Don’t give up on 

God’s design for your marriage and your home simply because things are 

difficult.  In a broken world, we have to fight for our families.  It is a spiritual battle 

that wages on day and night.  We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 

spiritual wickedness that wants to level its assault on the very fabric of our home 

life.  The enemy knows how important marriage and the family is.  And that is 

why his lies are so abundant.  



So here is a family who are trying to serve God in dark and difficult days.  The 

man of the house certainly isn’t perfect, has perhaps conformed to society 

around him, has created a mess in his home much in the same way that 

Abraham had done many, many years before him.  Hannah is barren and does 

not understand why.  But God is sovereign in the situation and is at work in their 

lives.

Warren Wiersbe—“As He often did in Israel’s history, God began to solve the 

problem by sending a baby.  Babies are God’s announcement that He knows the 

need, cares about His people, and is at work on their behalf.  The arrival of a 

baby ushers in new life and a new beginning; babies are signposts to the future, 

and their conception and birth is a miracle that only God can do.” 

What is even more amazing is the fact that God sometimes chooses barren 

women to be the mothers of these gifts He is giving to the world.  He gave Isaac 

to Sarah, Jacob and Esau to Rebekah, and Joseph to Rachel.  The greatest gift 

of all was His own Son, born to a virgin named Mary.

In addition to the difficulty of her home, notice second:

2—The DESIRE of her heart (1:8-18)

“And Elkanah, her husband, said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep?  And why 

do you not eat?  And why is your heart sad?  Am I not more to you than ten 

sons?’  After they had eaten and drunken in Shiloh, Hannah rose.  Now Eli the 

priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord.  She 

was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly.  And she vowed 

a vow and said, ‘O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your 

servant and remember me and not forget Your servant, but will give to Your 



servant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor 

shall touch his head.”

The pain that Hannah experienced was due to the unmet desire for a son.  She 

wanted children.  And that’s a desire that more than woman who is listening can 

identify with.  There is nothing quite like the pain of wanting children but not being 

able to conceive.  Many of you have been there.

Her frustration and disappointment didn’t make her bitter in life.  Rather, it 

brought her closer to the Lord instead of driving her away from Him.  Notice how 

her prayer is one that is born of persistence and faith.  Prayer for Hannah is not 

rote, nor is is merely perfunctory.  She’s desperate and crying out.  Verse 12 

says:

“…she continued praying before the Lord.”

The Hebrew word used there for ‘continued’ is a word that means to increase or 

become great.  It is the idea that her prayer burden continued to grow larger.  

She’s praying with a broken heart.  The fiery trial of a barren womb drives her to 

her knees with the kind of praying that Jesus described:

Luke 18:1-8—“And He told them a parable to the effect that they ought 

always to pray and not lose heart.  He said, ‘In a certain city there was a 

judge who neither feared God nor respected man.  And there was a widow 

in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my 

adversary.’  For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, 

‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps 

bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by 

her continual coming.’  And the Lord said, Hear what the unrighteous judge 

says.  And will not God give justice to His elect, who cry to Him day and 



night?  Will He delay long over them?  I tell you, He will give justice to them 

speedily.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on 

earth?”

Hannah is not having to overcome God’s reluctance.  That is not what the 

parable of the unjust judge means.  God is not reluctant to hear and answer the 

prayer of faith.  But it is through persistence that our faith is strengthened as we 

wait on God in His own timing.

Notice the faith with which Hannah is praying.  She vows to give the son to God 

all the days of his life.  So this is not a selfish desire for her own sake.  It wasn’t 

about her at all.  Above everything else, her desire was for the glory of God.  Her 

vow and subsequent actions prove that she wanted a son not for her own 

pleasure or namesake, but because she wanted to give him right back to the 

Lord. 

Consider this truth—the future of the nation rested with the prayer of this godly 

woman.  Only eternity will reveal how much has been accomplished through the 

praying of godly women like Hannah!

Sadly, she’s not going to get much help from her church.  Pastor Eli is so 

spiritually insensitive and out of touch that he can’t even recognize a woman of 

faith from a woman of wine.  He rebukes her, thinking she was drunk.  Her faith 

and passion is seen in contrast to his apathy.  Later on, he will be judged for 

having honored his sons above the Lord.  Hannah is going to honor the Lord 

above her son, but the priest has been honoring his sons above the Lord.  Wow! 

After she explains herself, Eli then sends her away with reassurance.  Verse 18 

says that she went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad.  In faith, 

she had cast her burden upon the Lord.  She left her frustration at the altar and 



committed the matter into His hands.  When we cast our burden on the Lord, 

whatever it may be, we can trust that He will sustain our lives.  I know a lot of 

moms and dads who are carrying a heavy burden for their children—for their 

salvation, a future mate, a career choice.  Hannah teaches us to roll our burdens 

over on the Lord and trust Him with our deepest anxieties.

3—The DISCIPLINE of her life (1:19-23)

“They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 

back to their house at Ramah.  And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord 

remembered her.  And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she 

called his name Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked for him from the Lord.’  The 

man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice 

and to pay his vow.  But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As 

soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the 

presence of the Lord and dwell there forever.’  Elkanah her husband said to her, 

‘Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the Lord 

establish His word.’  So the woman remained and nursed her son until she 

weaned him.”

The discipline of Hannah’s life shows that she took those first few years of her 

child’s life very seriously.  She named him ‘Samuel’ which means heard by or 

asked from God.  In Hebrew, it closely resembles the name ‘Ishmael’ which 

means ‘God will hear.’  The name ‘Samuel’ is significant.  He was a living answer 

to prayer and a reminder that God had heard her and had granted her heart’s 

desire.  

Hannah then devotes herself to little Samuel’s care over the next few years.  

Rather than making the next trip to Shiloh, she tells Elkanah that she will stay 



behind at home with the child.  Verse 22 says, “As soon as he is weaned, I will 

bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the Lord and dwell there 

forever.”

Hannah knew that her time with Samuel would be short, so she determined to 

make it count.  Mothers in that ancient culture nursed their children for about 

three years.  Hannah cared for Samuel during his most formative years.  He no 

doubt learned to crawl, learned to walk, and learned to talk.  But as soon as he 

was weaned and old enough, she would fulfill her vow and give him back to God 

in service at the tabernacle.  In the meantime, she would be a fixture in his life.  

She knew that she had important work to do.  She would nurture Samuel, care 

for Samuel, and help him learn the most basic truths about life.  It would be 

Hannah who would teach him about the Lord.  She made her home an 

environment where little Samuel could learn and grow and be molded and 

shaped by the truth of God’s Word.

There’s a sobering truth in these verses for those who have children in the home.  

Our time in their lives is very brief, and what we do with it is of utmost 

importance.  What our children come to know and understand about the God of 

heaven will largely come from what they see in us.  That’s why it is so critical that 

we have personal experience and personal knowledge of the Lord.  Moms and 

dads, are you raising your children with the desire and the understanding that 

they will one day stand before the Lord?  

4—The DEDICATION of her child (1:24-28)

“And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three 

year old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the 

house of the Lord at Shiloh.  And the child was young.  Then they slaughtered 



the bull, and they brought the child to Eli.  And she said, ‘Oh, my lord!  As you 

live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying 

to the Lord.  For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition that 

I made to Him.  Therefore I have lent him to the Lord.  As long as he lives, he is 

lent to the Lord.’  And he worshiped the Lord there.”

True to her word, the time came when Hannah gave her son back to God.  But it 

was not before she had made a major investment in his spiritual life.  One of the 

biggest challenges that moms and dads face is the necessity of giving our 

children back to the God who gave them to us.  He tells us in His Word to raise 

up our children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord.  But we must ultimately 

remember that we don’t own them—they are entrusted to us.

This means that Allie and Andrew are not my possessions; they belong to God.  

As their parents, Anita and myself are merely stewards of their little lives for a 

brief time.  With a teenager in my home, that truth comes to bear on my heart 

more now than ever.

A.W. Tozer—“Everything in life which we commit to God is really safe.  And 

everything which we refuse to commit to Him is never safe.” 

I have never lost anything that I have given to God.  That is true whether it be 

money, time, concerns, or kids.  Hannah had longed for a son.  She had 

agonized in prayer over it.  And now that she had been blessed with little Samuel, 

she is giving him to the Lord.  She could do that because she ultimately knew 

that she wasn’t losing anything.  The more we hold on to things with a selfish 

grip, the greater the likelihood of loss.  When you’ve dedicated something to 

God, whether it be your job or your house or something much more precious like 

your children, you never really lose it.  You’ve committed it to His safekeeping.



We’re all faced with the decision of whether or not we will give our children to 

God for Him to do as He sees fit with their lives.  We can’t live our lives 

vicariously through them.  Neither can we make choices for them past a certain 

age.  O, how we wish we could!  Our parents said the same thing about us.

Are we prepared to give our children to the Lord?  I’m not referring to emulating 

the literal facts from Hannah’s story, but embracing the principles.  Can you take 

a blank sheet of paper, write your son or your daughter’s name at the top, and 

hand it over to God for Him to fill in the details—their health, where they go to 

school, who they marry, what they choose to do with their lives.  Even though 

you’re tempted to fill in those details yourself, like Hannah, will you bring them to 

Shiloh and leave them there?  

When we first meet Hannah, the nation of Israel was in desperate need of a great 

leader.  Hannah became the woman whom God used to help shape that man.  

Samuel would prove to be the man who would fill the leadership void.  And his 

character bore the clear stamp of a godly mother’s influences.

As I bring all of this to a conclusion, here are three basic principles for you to 

remember:

• God hears and answers the prayer of faith in His time.

• Parents have only a short window of time to shape the basic spiritual 

understanding of their children.

• You never lose what you place in God’s hands.

Alistair Begg—“When the sun sets on our earthly journey and our children 

reflect upon our lives, their memories will not be stirred by our qualifications, or 

our financial status, or our educational stature.  They will not be preoccupied with 



the furniture we left them, the jewelry they now wear, or the material things we’ve 

been able to leave behind.  What will linger in their memory and cause them to 

smile or move them to tears will all have to do with the fact that we gave 

ourselves to them.  It is as a mother that your children will remember you most of 

all, your tender sympathy, your compassion in their disappointments, your 

radiance even when half hidden through mists of tears, your commitment even in 

the evenings of long unexplained sighs.  It will not be that you managed to do it 

perfectly, nor even that you did so consistently, but know this—that deep in their 

spirits they will be able to say, ‘I was everything to my mom.  She loved me to the 

point of fatigue.  She listened when no one else would.  She advised with my 

best interests at heart.  She presented Christ to me, and me to Christ.”

Will we present Christ to our children, and our children to Christ?  I can’t answer 

that question for you and yours.  But as for me and my house, by God’s grace, 

we will serve the Lord.  

What would your children say is your altar of devotion as a mother or a father?  

Do your children know your story of how you came to faith in Christ?  Without 

this, you have nothing to say to them by way of experience.  Sure, you can 

introduce them to religion as a system, but you can’t introduce them Jesus as a 

Savior.  In order for you to do that, you must know Him personally.  If by faith you 

have never repented of your sin and trusted in Jesus Christ, let me invite you to 

today!


