
“The Prayer of Daniel” (part 2)
Daniel 9:1-19

If you have your Bible, let me invite you to turn with me once more to the ninth chapter 
of Daniel.  I hope that each of you had a good Thanksgiving holiday this past week, 
whether you traveled or stayed at home.  Well, we are now officially in the Christmas 
season.  Things will be different this year, since there is not as many programs or 
parties and get togethers.  A lot of things have been canceled this year.  But aren’t you 
grateful that Christmas is one of those things that can’t be canceled!  Humanity is in 
sickness and death, surrounded by political chaos.  It very much sounds like the world 
into which Christ was born.  Well, starting on next Sunday, I want to step away from 
Daniel and take a few weeks to preach a series I have entitled, “Heaven and Nature 
Sing.”  You will recognize that familiar line from one of the songs that we sing this time 
of year.  We’re going to take a look at some of the most familiar Christmas carols, the 
story behind them, and how they illustrate a truth of the incarnation.  That’s next week.   

This morning, I want us to pick up where we left off as we began looking at the prayer of 
Daniel that is recorded in the first half of this chapter.  The seventeenth century Puritan 
writer, John Owen, said:

John Owen—“What an individual is in secret, on his knees before God, that he is and 
no more.” 

Within this passage, you and I are privileged to listen in on a man of God who is down 
on his knees.  By the time we get to this chapter, Daniel is a man in his early 80s, 
having spent the vast majority of his life in Babylon as an exile.  And from all that we’ve 
seen about his life, we can sum it up by saying that Daniel is a man whose level of 
spiritual devotion is beyond most.  He is a man whose love for God is unwavering.  

As a young man, he had been determined to keep his mind and heart devoted to God 
even though he was faced with pressure to conform to a Babylonian lifestyle.  He didn’t 
buckle, but blossomed under it, largely due to the fact that he was a man of prayer.  So 



committed was he to prayer that he was willing to be cast into a den of lions rather than 
abandon his altar.

It was to this man that God gave visions concerning the future, and we've considered 
these in chapters 7-8.  God will give him additional visions at the close of chapter 9 and 
through the end of the book.  But in between those visions which serve as prophecy for 
the future, we are presented with the prayer of Daniel.

Now, a lot of people will come to Daniel 9 and jump to the prophecy of the 70 weeks.  It 
is one of the most important prophetic passages in all of Scripture because of what it 
reveals about the future.  But what we fail to realize is that it was given to Daniel in 
response to his prayer here in the first part of the chapter.  It shows us that as far as our 
walk with God is concerned, more necessary than the details of the future is to 
understand the vital importance of prayer.  For Daniel, prophecy didn’t fuel his 
speculation—it fueled his prayer life.

The prayer that is recored here is among the most powerful prayers recorded in the 
Bible.  It serves as a model that we can learn from as it relates to our prayer life.  
Howard Taylor, the son of Hudson Taylor, said that for 40 years the sun never rose on 
China that it did not find Hudson Taylor on his knees praying for its salvation.  The China 
Inland Mission made its most significant inroads after his death.  It was no doubt in 
response to his intercession.

When was it that Daniel prayed?  Verse 1 says that it was in the first year of Darius the 
Mede.  In other words, it was at a time of transition.  There was a change in 
government, a change from the Babylonian to the Medo-Persian empire.  Under a new 
regime, Daniel realized changes were going to take place, and it brought him to his 
knees in a place of intercession.

Philippians 4:6-7—“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus.”



“Guard”—protect by military garrison to prevent hostile invasion

In a time when things were in transition, Daniel prayed.  He turned to God in prayer and 
worship rather than fearing the unknown.  He was burdened over the condition of God’s 
people.  He well understood the fact that when a nation forgets God, whenever it moves 
away from the founding principles upon which it was established, decline and decay are 
not far behind.  National sins lead to judgment!  Daniel hits his knees, and his prayer is 
a fitting model for those of us who are truly burdened over the condition of our nation.

In many ways, Daniel’s prayer serves as a fitting example for us to deepen our own 
understanding of what it means to pray effectively.  There are at least five principles that 
we can learn from this passage as it relates to prayer.  I have already pointed out the 
first two.  To begin with, we can learn from Daniel’s prayer that effective prayer is:

1—Informed by God’s WORD (9:1-2)

Notice that verse 2 says that Daniel ‘perceived in the books the number of years that, 
according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of 
the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.’  In other words, Daniel was 
reading from the scroll of Jeremiah and he came across something that got his 
attention.

Warren Wiersbe—“One of the beautiful things about the inspired Word of God is its 
constant freshness; no matter how often we read it, there is always something new to 
learn or something familiar to see in a new light.”

Daniel had been reading the Word of the Lord given to the prophet Jeremiah.  The 
prophet Jeremiah was given the unpopular task of warning the nation about the coming 
judgment of God in the form of the Babylonians.  He called the people of God to 
repentance, but his message went unheeded at the time.  Now, more than 60 years 
later, Daniel is in the city of Babylon and he is studying the scroll of Jeremiah.  What 
exactly was it that got his attention?

I imagine that he was reading from Jeremiah 25:



Jeremiah 25:8-11—“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: Because you have not 
obeyed My words, behold, I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the 
Lord, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and I will bring 
them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding 
nations.  I will devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and 
an everlasting desolation.  Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 
the grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp.  This whole land shall 
become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years.  Then after the seventy years are completed, I will punish the king 
of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares 
the Lord, making the land an everlasting waste.”

Jeremiah had warned Judah of coming judgment and that God’s people would be 
carried away into captivity for some seventy years.  Daniel had lived through almost all 
seventy of those years.  As he kept reading, he discovered that the end of those 
seventy years was close.  He knew that God was not finished with His people.  God had 
not forgotten the promise He had made to Abraham and David.  The Lord had promised 
to visit His people and restore them and bring them back into their land at the end of the 
seventy years:

Jeremiah 29:10-11—“For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you My promise and bring you back 
to this place.  For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
good and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

As he was reading the Word of God, Daniel realized that the time for the return of God’s 
people was drawing near.  It was time for God to bring the Jews back to their land, back 
to Jerusalem, back to what they had been promised.  God had said, “For 70 years I am 
going to allow the Babylonians to hold you in captivity, but then I’m going to give them a 
taste of their own medicine.”  Well, Daniel had seen it come to pass.  Babylon had fallen 
to the Medes and Persians.



Daniel knew that at the end of the 70 years, there would be the destruction of Babylon, 
which had happened.  Yet there would also be restoration for God’s people and He 
would bring them back home from captivity.  That is what Daniel is reading in the books.  
He knew that time was drawing to a close, and God was going to honor His promises.

Jeremiah 29:12-13—“Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I 
will hear you.  You will seek Me and find Me, when you seek Me with all your 
heart.”

And so when Daniel read all of that, it affected him so deep within his spirit that fell on 
his knees and began to pray in response.  It is his reaction to the truth that he read from 
God’s Word.  Prayer is based upon God’s promises.  And confidence in those promises 
did not make him complacent but energized his prayer life.  

2—Conformed to God’s WILL (9:3)

“Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking Him by prayer and pleas for mercy with 
fasting with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.”

Having been in the Word, Daniel prays on the basis of what he knows to be the will of 
God.  He is aligning his heart with the will of God and prays on that basis.  He isn’t 
trying to get God to conform to his will, but rather is bringing himself into conformity with 
God’s will.

In verse 3, Daniel says, “Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking Him by 
prayer.”  When he was made aware of the truth from God’s Word, he humbled himself 
and went before the Lord in prayer.  The fact that he ‘turned’ his face to the Lord means 
that he turned away from other things to concentrate on his prayer.  He turned away 
from himself.  It implies faith and devotion.  It implies submission to God’s will.  He is 
saying, “Lord God, do what You have promised to do!”  We are to lay claim to the 
promises of God when we pray. 

The most powerful and effective prayers are prompted out of an understanding of what 
the will of God is.  



1 John 5:14-15—“If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”

Are you confident that the matters that occupy your prayer list are in according to God’s 
will?  There are a lot of people who pray, not to ascertain the will of God, but to twist the 
arm of God to get Him to do what they want.  Prayer then becomes a formula for getting 
what they want.  They treat God as if He were a magic eight ball, or a good luck charm 
or something.  Prayer is not getting God to adjust His plan to what we want, but is a 
matter of adjusting our lives to the will of God that we might bring our lives into 
conformity with that will.

Prayer is not getting God to overcome His reluctance.  No, it is the reflex of faith.  When 
you look at the prayers of the apostle Paul that are found in his letters to the churches, 
you will discover that they are all prompted by what he knew to be the will of God for the 
believer.

Ephesians 3:14-21—“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father…”

Prayer was a vital part of Daniel’s life.  The fact that he was a man of frequent prayer is 
something that we have been made aware of throughout our study of the book.  When 
faced with threats, chapter 2 reveals that he sought the face of God through prayer.  
Chapter 6 reveals that it was his habit to pray three times a day, which was a practice 
that he continued even when law had been passed to make it illegal.  It was his 
commitment to prayer that led to him being cast into the lions’ den.

Corrie Ten Boom—“Don’t pray when you feel like it.  Have an appointment with the 
Lord and keep it.”

For Daniel, prayer was a matter of frequency as well as a matter of fervency.  Look at 
how he comes before God in verse 3—“I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking Him 
by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes.”

David Helm—“Fasting is the withholding of food from the body for the sake of 
prioritizing something else, such as prayer.  Sackcloth was a rough material, most likely 
made from animal skins that would have been an irritant to the skin, and was a mark of 



repentance.  Ashes symbolized complete ruin.  In other words, the posture that Daniel 
took was of visible lament.”

Daniel is making himself physically uncomfortable for the sake of prayer.  It speaks of 
the passion and fervency of heart with which Daniel prayed.  It was born out of the 
realization that he and his people were in a crisis.  Their exile was evidence of God’s 
judgment on their sin.  He is burdened by it all.  (illus. of Gethsemane)

Daniel is looking around at the condition of his nation, he is gripped by what he knows 
to be true, and he is driven to his knees prayer.  This was Daniel’s understanding, and it 
produced a sense of fervency in his prayer life.

James 5:16—“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” 

Daniel’s prayer is informed by God’s Word, conformed to God’s will, and third:

3—Assured of God’s CHARACTER (9:4)

“I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying,  O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and 
keep His commandments.”

Daniel’s prayer is based on God’s Word, it is submitted to God’s will, and it is confident 
in God’s character.  He prays as an act of surrendered worship, not so much as a 
means of getting something from God.  Daniel’s prayer is worship-based more so than it 
is request-based.  In other words, his requests were not the basis for his prayer.  The 
worship of God was the basis of Daniel’s prayer, and it made all the difference in his 
prayer life.

All too often, I’m afraid that we rush into God’s presence and ask for things without 
pausing to remind ourselves of the truth of His greatness.  Worship must characterize 
our prayers.  When we pray, it is so very important that we focus on the character of 
God and not become too preoccupied with ourselves and our burdens.  Now, that is not 
to suggest that we not pour out our burden before the Lord.  The psalmist tells us to 
cast our burdens upon the Lord, for He sustains us.  Peter says, “Cast all your cares 



upon Him, for He cares for you.”  However, if we are consumed with our cares rather 
than the character of the One we worship, we miss the mark.  

When we see the greatness of God through the eyes of faith, it helps frame our cares 
and concerns and put them in proper perspective.  That’s what Daniel does here.  He is 
rehearsing the character of God in his mind and heart.  He says:

“I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and 
keep His commandments.”

Whenever you see that word ‘Lord’ spelled in all capital letters, it is a translation of the 
covenant name of God that was revealed to Moses.  Daniel uses all three main names 
for God that are used in the Old Testament:

• Yahweh

• Elohim

• Adonai

He is calling upon all that God has revealed Himself to be.  That’s what worship is.  
Worship is the response of all that we are to the revelation of all that God is.  That is 
what Daniel is doing—all that he is calling on all that God is. 

J. Oswald Sanders—“…the loving ascription of praise to God for what He is, both in 
Himself and in His ways.  It is the bowing of the innermost spirit in deep humility and 
reverence before Him.”

It is the attitude of the psalmist who said:

Psalm 27:4—“One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the Lord and to inquire in His temple.”



Daniel’s prayer is one that seeks God’s face before it seeks God’s hand.  Now let me 
tell you, a believer ought to seek both.  God’s face is the essence of who He is.  To seek 
the face of God is to desire fellowship with Him.  God’s hand is the blessing of what He 
does.  To seek His hand is to want His blessing and provision on our lives.  Seeking 
God’s face means that we seek His presence.  Seeking God’s hand means that we 
seek His provision.  If all we ever do is seek God’s hand, we may miss His face.  But if 
we seek His face, He will be glad to open His hand and satisfy the deepest desires of 
our hearts.  If God never answered another one of your prayers, if He never gave you 
anything else, He would have already given you far more than you deserve.  Daniel 
recognizes this.

4—Identified with God’s PEOPLE (9:5-15)

“We have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from 
Your commandments and rules.  We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, 
who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people 
of the land.  To You, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame…”

When you go through the chapter, you ought to underline all of the pronouns that Daniel 
uses in his prayer.  Rather than focusing on ‘me’ and ‘mine,’ he prays in plural terms.  
You will notice that no less than 39 times does Daniel use plural first person pronouns.   

Charles Spurgeon—“A true-hearted believer does not live for himself.  Where there is 
abundance of grace, a great strength of mind in the service of God, there is sure to be a 
spirit of unselfishness…Daniel’s prayer should, by the blessing of God’s Spirit, inspire 
us with the spirit of prayer; and that his example in forgetting himself and remembering 
his people, should help us to be unselfish, and lead us to care for our people—even 
God’s people—to whom we have the honor and privilege to belong.” 

The only personal references in his prayer have to do with the confession of his own 
sinfulness.  There is no hint of pride in Daniel, no self-seeking or self-righteousness.  He 
does not say, “Because I have served You, here’s what I deserve.”  Instead, there is 
humble confession of sin and a show of solidarity with God’s people.  He puts the needs 



of others above his own needs.  Like Isaiah before him, he is saying, “I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips.”

Daniel comes before God with a sense of his own sin and need.  He recognizes his 
failure to live up to the standard of God’s holiness.  He identifies with Israel who had 
failed to live up to their covenant obligations.  Jesus had a lot to say about this type of 
attitude in prayer.  He told a parable about two men who went to the temple to pray.

Luke 18:9-14—“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: Two men went up in to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, 
standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; 
I give tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the 
other.  For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”

There is no ‘self-exalted better than others’ mentality in Daniel’s prayer.  Instead, he 
confesses his sin and need and intercedes on behalf of his nation.  Israel had sinned 
against the Lord and had broken the terms of the covenant He had made with them.  As 
a result, they had been carried off into captivity.  Their land had been overrun by foreign 
invaders.  The city of Jerusalem had been destroyed and their sanctuary had become 
desolate.  And because they had refused to obey God’s voice, Daniel says in verse 11:

“…the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have 
been poured out upon us.”

Their captivity and shame were the consequences of their own disobedience, which 
was something that they had been forewarned about in Deuteronomy 27-28.  Daniel is 
not making excuses for God’s people, but says that He has been true to His Word.



Warren Wiersbe—“But there was something even worse than the sins that brought 
divine judgment to Israel.  It was the refusal of the Jews to repent and confess their sins 
even after being taken captive!  They spent their time praying for judgment against 
Babylon (Ps. 137) rather than seeking God’s face and asking for His forgiveness.”

Daniel isn’t pointing a finger of accusation.  He doesn’t say, “Lord, those people have 
been wicked, and whatever You have done to them, they deserve it.”  Instead, he 
identified himself with the sin of his people.  As long as our problems are blamed on 
everybody else, we have not yet come to the point of brokenness that revival requires.  
When we’re experiencing the consequences of our sin, the only thing that remains is for 
us to repent.

Have we so identified with the sins of our own nation that we use first person, plural 
pronouns when we pray?    

5—Concerned for God’s GLORY (9:16-19)

“O Lord, according to all Your righteous acts, let Your anger and Your wrath turn away 
from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of 
our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a byword among all who are 
around us.”

You will notice that the only request that Daniel makes in his prayer comes in verse 16 
as He asks God to turn His anger away.  It is a request for mercy and grace.  In His 
mercy, God doesn’t give us what we deserve.  In His grace, God gives us what we don’t 
deserve.  Listen to what he asks in verses 17-18:

“Listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for Your own sake, 
O Lord, make Your face to shine upon Your sanctuary, which is desolate.  O my God, 
incline Your ear and hear.  Open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is 
called by Your name.  For we do not present our pleas before You because of our 
righteousness, but because of Your great mercy.”



Daniel is petitioning God to forgive the sins of His people and restore the sanctuary, not 
on the basis of their own merit, but solely on the basis of His great mercy.  Daniel’s main 
concern is the glory of God.  He desired the nation to be restored and the temple to be 
rebuilt that God might be glorified.  

Alistair Begg—“Daniel puts his finger on the issue which was the fact that God had 
been robbed of His glory.  What starts and sustains a prayer meeting is a group of 
people who are concerned that God is being robbed of His glory.”

Psalm 115:1—“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory.”

The motive behind Daniel’s prayer is that God be glorified and magnified beyond all 
else.  Is this the ultimate motive behind your prayer life?  I think if we were honest, we’d 
all have to confess our prayers are often motivated by desire for comfort and 
convenience.  We easily fall into the trap of thinking that prayer exists so God can be 
used to help us preserve our glory rather than us being used for His.

To magnify something means to make much of something, to zoom in on it in order to 
get a better view, to increase the apparent size of something to make it appear larger.  
You can magnify with a microscope or with a telescope.  A microscope magnifies by 
making tiny things look bigger than they are.  A telescope magnifies by making gigantic 
things appear more as they really are.

I can’t help but wonder if sometimes our worry about our needs and problems is more 
like a microscope that takes tiny things and magnifies them out of proportion.  When 
what we need is a telescope to zero in on the glory of God so that it be the very fabric 
our praying and living.

John 14:13—“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.”

What are asking for in the name of Jesus right now in your prayer life, for the purpose of 
God the Father being glorified in God the Son?  Perhaps it is:

• for the salvation of someone you love 



• for the spread of the gospel among the nations

• for the spiritual awakening of our nation

In 1863, our nation was on the brink of disaster as the states were entrenched in the 
middle of the Civil War.  On March 30 of that year, President Lincoln proclaimed a 
National Day of Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer in which it was stated:

“Whereas, the Senate of the United States devoutly recognizing the Supreme Authority 
and just Government of Almighty God in all the affairs of men and of nations, has, by a 
resolution, requested the President to designate and set apart a day for national prayer 
and humiliation; and Whereas, it is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their 
dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their sins and transgressions 
in humble sorrow yet with assured hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and 
pardon, and to recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and 
proven by all history: that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord; And, 
insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to 
punishments and chastisement in this world, may we not justly fear that the awful 
calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land may be but a punishment inflicted 
upon us for our presumptuous sins to the needful end of our national reformation as a 
whole people?  We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven.  We 
have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity.  We have grown in 
numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has ever grown.  But we have forgotten 
God.  We have forgotten the gracious Hand which preserved us in peace, and multiplied 
and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of 
our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue 
of our own.  Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to 
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that 
made us!  It behooves us then to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to 
confess our national sins and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.  Now, therefore, in 
compliance with the request and fully concurring in the view of the Senate, I do, by this 
my proclamation, designate and set apart Thursday, the 30th Day of April, 1863, as a 



Day of National Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer.  And I do hereby request all the people 
to abstain on that day from their ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite, at their several 
places of public worship and their respective homes, in keeping the day holy to the Lord 
and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties proper to that solemn 
occasion.  All this being done, in sincerity and truth, let us then rest humbly in the hope 
authorized by the Divine teachings, that the united cry of the nation will be heard on 
high and answered with blessing no less than the pardon of our national sins and the 
restoration of our now divided and suffering country to its former happy condition of 
unity and peace.”

Two days later, a freak accident occurred which altered the course of the war.  One of 
the Confederacy’s best generals was accidentally shot by his own men.  Stonewall 
Jackson was considered one of the greatest tactical commanders in history.  Historians 
speculate what might have happened if Stonewall Jackson had not been shot.  He most 
certainly would have been at the Battle of Gettysburg two months later, which likely 
would have resulted in a Confederate victory, changing the entire outcome of the war.

Billy Graham—“To get the nation back on its feet, we must first get the church back on 
its knees.”

When sin ravages our nation and affects the witness of the church, this is how we ought 
to pray as disciples—in the name of Jesus, all for the glory of God.  Yes, the sins of 
God’s people had been great, but God’s mercy and grace was greater.  Isn’t that 
something that you are grateful for?  Romans 5:20 says, “Where sin did abound, grace 
did much more abound.”  God’s mercy and grace extend to the chief of sinners!  
Salvation comes to the one who understands the nature of his own sin, confesses it, 
and flees to the mercy and grace of God found only in Jesus Christ.


