
“The Future Man of Sin” (part 1)

Daniel 11:21-35

Turn with me in your Bible to the eleventh chapter of Daniel once again.  I want to 

return to this chapter as we make our way to the end of our study of Daniel, 

which we will finish up in the next couple of weeks or so.  Chapters 10-12 are to 

been taken together as they contain the final as well as the longest prophetic 

vision recorded in the book.

Not too long ago, there was a story circulated in the news media about several 

cities that could be the next Pompeii—a Roman city destroyed in 79 AD by the 

eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in one of the worst disasters in history.  These are cities 

that conceivably could be destroyed by the eruption of a massive nearby 

volcano.  The city that is most at-risk is Naples, Italy, which isn’t far from the 

original Pompeii.  The second is the city of Hilo, Hawaii, which sits near the site 

of Mauna Loa, the largest volcano on earth.  Next in line are cities in Peru, Spain, 

and the Philippines.  Despite the presence of an active volcano, people still move 

to these cities.  They live there and raise their families there, as they’ve done for 

hundreds of years.  It’s as though they built a city beside a sleeping giant and 

assume it will never awaken.  Now, the question I want to ask is this one: “What if 

you knew for certain that the volcano was going to erupt?  Would it still be a 

place you would want to live?”  I imagine it would change your thinking and your 

decisions.  

Knowledge of the future affects the decisions we make today.  If only we knew 

what tomorrow would bring we’d look at everything differently.  We would live 

soberly.  Our priorities would be reshuffled in terms of what is truly most 

important.  That’s because we would live in light of what we knew was coming.  

Obviously, the Bible doesn’t give us the details and dates about when specific 



issues will erupt.  But it does show us the future with enough insight that it should 

affect the way we live today.  Scripture warns of impending judgment so that we 

are not caught off guard.  And perhaps one of the most amazing chapters in the 

Bible that contains future historical events is Daniel 11.  Here, Daniel is given a 

prophecy of future history, and the purpose is to prepare God’s people for what 

would happen in the days ahead, days that will involve conflict and struggle.

Chapter 10 provides us with the context of the vision and serves as an 

introduction.  Daniel is given a glimpse of the spiritual reality behind history and 

its happenings.  Unseen conflict in the spiritual dimension influences the things 

that happen on the stage of history.  Understanding this context is important.  

Chapter 11 gives the content, and chapter 12 will provide the conclusion to the 

vision. 

Someone has estimated that there are 135 prophecies that have been historically 

fulfilled from verses 2 through 35.  It is a remarkable testimony to the accuracy of 

Scripture, and it is so specific that many have questioned whether or not it was 

written in the 6th century BC.  

Chapter 11 falls into a three-fold historical outline:

• Political transitions from Ahasuerus to Alexander (v. 1-3)

• Perpetual turmoil from Alexander to Antiochus (v. 4-20)

• Prophetic type from Antiochus to Antichrist (v. 21-45)

Verses 2-20 covers a time period of 355 years, and from verse 21 through verse 

35, the time period is 12 years.  It is as if the angel is taking Daniel from a wide 

view of history to one particular part of history that will impact Israel and serve as 

a prophetic pattern for the end.  For our time this morning, I want to deal with the 



prophecy that is referred to in verses 21-35 and the coming ‘man of sin’ it 

describes.

1—The CRISIS to be faced (11:21-31)

“In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not 

been given.  He shall come in without warning and obtain the kingdom by 

flatteries.”

The 355 years of history that are summarized through the twentieth verse outline 

what is now the history of the east in the wake of Alexander’s empire.  The 

struggle between the king of the south and the king of the north is reference to 

the rivalry that existed between the Ptolemaic and the Seleucid dynasties from 

305 to 175 BC.  In verse 21, the focus of the prophecy is on an individual who 

arises as the eighth ruler of the Seleucid kingdom.  History knows him as 

Antiochus Epiphanes, a man who created a real crisis.

Now, you may have never heard of Antiochus.  That’s fine if you haven’t.  

Compared to other figures from history in terms of accomplishments, he really 

isn’t even a drop in the bucket.  Antiochus was simply one of many rulers from 

the Seleucid dynasty that ruled over Syria and the middle east in the wake of 

Alexander.  He was a megalomaniac and one of the most vile men to have ever 

ruled.  The reason he is given so much emphasis here in Daniel is because of 

the way his rule would impact the people of God who were living in the land of 

Israel.  He is also a pattern of the man of sin to come.  Daniel’s prophecy records 

the details for us, and subsequent history shows how it was all fulfilled.

The details of his rise to power



When Alexander the Great died at the age of 33, he had no successor.  And so 

his vast empire was divided up among his generals who then fought each other 

for dominance.  In time, two of those men became the strongest—Ptolemy in the 

south and Seleucus in the east.  Over the next century, the Ptolemaic kings 

would fight their rivaling Seleucid kings for control of the middle east.  In 175 BC, 

Antiochus came to rule over the Seleucid dynasty in Syria.  He replaced 

Seleucus IV after he died from poisoning.  Verse 21 says:

“In his place shall arise a contemptible person to whom royal majesty has not 

been given.  He shall come in without warning and obtain the kingdom by 

flatteries.”

The rightful heir to the Seleucid throne was a young boy named Demetrius, the 

son of Seleucus IV.  But Antiochus came in without warning in a time of peace 

and obtained the kingdom by chicanery, or literally by intrigue.  In other words, he 

was a masterful politician who knew how to win people to his cause.  One person 

has said that political skill wedded to an evil heart makes a dangerous 

combination.

One of the first things that Antiochus did was to consolidate his power, and his 

chief tactic was deception.  He would negotiate peace and form alliances that he 

had no intention of honoring.  He deposed the high priest in Jerusalem and 

replaced him with someone who would be loyal to his own cause.  The 

apocryphal books of 1-2 Maccabees provide summary of the history as it related 

to the Jews who were in the land.  1 Maccabees says:

“When Antiochus had firmly established himself as king, he decided to conquer 

Egypt…Antiochus was able to capture the fortified cities of Egypt and plunder the 



whole land.  In 169 BC, after the conquest of Egypt, Antiochus marched with a 

great army against the land of Israel and Jerusalem.”

Verse 24 says that he will scatter wealth in an attempt to buy the allegiance of 

people.  He will devise plans against strongholds.  With aspirations of conquest 

like Alexander before him, Antiochus was determined to subjugate the east.  

Through deception and strong arm tactics, Antiochus controlled Syria and parts 

of the middle east that included Israel and the city of Jerusalem.  Prophetically, 

that is what Daniel is being shown here some 350 years in advance.  It is a 

detailed prophecy of how this ruler will come to power, something first shown to 

Daniel by a vision in chapter 8 where Antiochus is called ‘the little horn.’

Daniel 8:9-12—“Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew 

exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the 

glorious land.  It grew great, even to the host of heaven.  And some of the 

host and some of the stars it threw down to the ground and trampled on 

them.  It became great, even as great as the Prince of the host.  And the 

regular burnt offering was taken away from him, and the place of his 

sanctuary was overthrown.  And a host will be given over to it together with 

the regular burnt offering because of transgression, and it will throw truth 

to the ground, and it will act and prosper.”

Daniel saw in the vision how the little horn begins its career in subtle and 

intriguing way, but he will increase in power and influence so that he eventually 

comes to dominate the nation of Israel.  He will throw truth to the ground and act.

The disdain he had for the Scriptures



One thing that history reveals about Antiochus was that he hated the faith of the 

Jews.  Verse 28 says, “His heart shall be set against the holy covenant.  And he 

shall work his will and return to his own land.”  He posed as a friend to Israel.  

Daniel 8:24 says he will cause fearful destruction and will succeed in what he 

does.  In other words, the little horn is successful in his agenda to prevent 

worship in the temple and do away with the Scriptures.  Antiochus made the Law 

of Moses illegal in Jerusalem.  For instance, we’re told in 1 Maccabees:

“Any books of the Law which were found were torn up and burned, and anyone 

who was caught with a copy of sacred books or who obeyed the Law was put to 

death by order of the king.” 

Historians agree that he even became the first person in history to persecute a 

people exclusively for their religious faith.  He did everything in his power to 

eradicate Judaism through an enforced ideology known as Hellenization.  He 

forced the Jews into worshiping the Greek gods.  Again, 1 Maccabees tells us 

how it all went down:

“He sent messengers with a decree to Jerusalem and all the towns of Judea, 

ordering the people to follow customs that were foreign to the country.  He 

ordered them not to offer burnt offerings, grain offerings, or wine offerings in the 

Temple, and commanded them to treat Sabbaths and festivals as ordinary work 

days.  They were even ordered to make themselves ritually unclean in every way 

they could so that they would forget the Law which the Lord had given through 

Moses.”

History records that as he prepared his final assault against Egypt in 169 BC, he 

received an order from the Romans by way of Cyprus where the Roman fleet 

was anchored.  The Roman Senate told him to not make war against Egypt.  It 



was a humiliating thing for him, so he reluctantly withdrew from Egypt.  On his 

way back to Syria, he decided to take out his frustration against the Jews.  He 

entered Jerusalem under the guise of peace.  He then waited until the Sabbath 

and ordered his army of 25,000 to carry out a wholesale slaughter against the 

city.  It was only the beginning of his reign of tyranny.

Keep in mind what Daniel had been shown in the vision of chapter 8.  The little 

horn becomes great and casts some of the stars to the ground and tramples 

upon them.  The stars and host are symbolic of God’s people.  Daniel even sees 

how the little horn is permitted to remove the regular burnt offering and overthrow 

the place of the sanctuary.  There is a historical account given in 1 Maccabees of 

how Antiochus killed the Jewish mothers who were intent on the circumcision of 

their sons.  At the height of his persecution, he killed some 80,000 Jews and sold 

another 40,000 into slavery.  

The desecration he committed in the temple

Verse 30 says, “He shall turn back and be enraged and take action against the 

holy covenant.”  What had been up until that point disdain for the covenant now 

turns into a desecration of it.  The end of verse 30 says that he will pay attention 

to those who forsake the holy covenant, which is a reference to the Jews who 

abandon their faith because of the political pressure.  They were in league with 

the devil!  

Daniel sees how the apex of his blasphemy comes as he overthrows the 

sanctuary in an act that he describes here as ‘the abomination that makes 

desolate.’  In chapter 8:13, it is referred to as ‘the transgression that makes 

desolate.’  In chapter 9:27, he refers to it as ‘the abominations of one who makes 

desolate.’



Unlike the Babylonians before him, and unlike the Romans who would come 

later, Antiochus didn’t destroy the temple of God—he defiled it.  How did he do it?  

To prove a point, he brought a pig into the temple, slaughtered it on the altar, and 

spattered its blood in the holy of holies.  To the horror of everyone there, he then 

set up an image of Zeus in the holy of holies and demanded that everyone 

worship it.  And it is this very thing that Jesus refers to in Matthew 24 as He told 

His disciples of something similar that would happen in the future.

So Daniel has been told that a ruler would emerge from the leftover remains of 

the Greek empire, and he would create a crisis for God’s people.  The crisis 

would involve pressure through political, cultural, and religious means.  Chapter 

11 warns God’s people of a contemptible person who will one day come in 

without warning and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.  He will act deceitfully and 

work his will.  He will take action the holy covenant.  He will ‘pay attention’ or 

show regard to those who forsake it.  He will desecrate the sanctuary by setting 

up the abomination of desolation.  And verse 32 says he will seduce with flattery 

those who violate the covenant.  The NASB translates it this way, “By smooth 

words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant.”  

There will be some who abandon their faith because the pressure will be intense, 

too much for them to handle.  And that is why a crisis is often good for us from 

heaven’s vantage point.  It has a way of sifting us to show whether or not our 

faith is legitimate.  Pressure has a way of revealing contents.  That’s the point 

that Peter makes in his first epistle when he says:

1 Peter 4:12—“Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you.”



In other words, crisis is the means by which genuine faith is tested and proven to 

be legitimate.  He says we are being kept by the power of God through faith for 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  

1 Peter 1:6-7—“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the tested 

genuineness of your faith being much more precious than gold that 

perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

Some would defect from the faith and join the crowd.  The cultural, political, and 

religious pressure would be too much for them.  Others, however, would not!

2—The COURAGE to be shown (11:32-35)

“[Antiochus] shall seduce with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the 

people who know their God shall stand firm and take action.”

God doesn’t always spare His people from crisis, but He does always prepare 

His people for it and sustain them through it.  He is faithful to give us an advance 

warning of what we ought to be on the look out for.  Israel would face a great test 

under the pressure that would come from a man like Antiochus.  Many would 

forsake the covenant and fall in line with his agenda.  However, Daniel is told that 

those who truly know their God will stand firm and take action.  Other translations 

say, “The people who know their God will display strength and do great exploits.”  

In other words, they will not be swept up by the cultural and political pressure to 

compromise in their faith.  Obedience to God would be more important to them 

than caving in for the sake of comfort and convenience.  It is one of the most 

important lessons we learn from Daniel.



Knowing God (v. 32a)

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘know’ is the word ‘yada’ which refers to 

intimate and experiential knowledge.  It is not simply a knowledge of the facts, 

although that is most certainly included.  The word used here is related to the 

knowledge that a husband has with his wife.

Genesis 4:1—“Now Adam knew his wife…”  

It is an intimate and deeply personal knowledge.  Consider the couple who have 

married 40 or 50 years.  Obviously, they have an informational knowledge of 

each other.  The years have led them to an emotional knowledge and a volitional 

knowledge of each other.  But beyond all of that is an deep intimacy that they 

have with each other.  It is a relationship so authentic that it results in a 

synchronized way of living, a cadence that has been established as a natural 

outgrowth of the relationship itself.  It is unfortunate when two people share the 

same house and sleep in the same bed but they do not share the same cadence 

of life.

Now, if that is true in a marriage relationship, how much more should it be true of 

a person’s relationship with God?  Do you possess such an intimate knowledge 

of God that it brings cadence to your life?  You are walking with Him day by day.

Knowledge of God is the most important pursuit in life.  Of all the things that 

matter in our lives, to worship God and know Him through a purposeful study of 

His nature, His character, and His perfections should be our number one 

ambition.  Only then will we be able to define everything else accurately.  True 

knowledge of God leads to fear of God, which according to the Bible, is the 

beginning of all wisdom.  So to truly know God involves:



• more than awareness that He exists

• more than information about Him

• more than religious expression

Fallen angels have an awareness of God and believe that He exists.  James 2:19 

says they believe, even to the point of fear and trembling.  They do not know Him 

in the sense of deep and abiding intimacy.  As believers, we must study the Bible 

and theology not as an ends in themselves, but as a means to the further ends of 

life and godliness.  In other words, greater knowledge about God must always 

lead us to greater knowledge of God.  

Jeremiah 9:23-24—“This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man 

boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich 

man boast of his riches, but let him who boasts boast about this: that he 

understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 

justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the 

Lord.”

The context of those verses is the Babylonian captivity and chaos in the land.  In 

the midst of the turmoil, God desires to give His people stability and comfort.  But 

He first has to point out how they had been after all the wrong things like wisdom, 

strength, and riches.  We mighty could say ‘riches’ means a big bank account, 

‘wisdom’ means the degrees on your wall, and ‘might’ means prominence and 

platform.  It is these very same things that nearly every American wants to have.  

We all want to earn as much as we can, climb the ladder of success, and go as 

high as we can.  But the Lord says that if your claim to fame is your education, 

your looks or what others say about you, or what you have in the bank, then you 



really have nothing to brag about at all.  From His perspective, all of that means 

little compared to what matters most—knowing God!  A.W. Tozer once said:

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important 

thing about us.  Were we able to extract from any man a complete answer to the 

question, ‘What comes into your mind when you think about God?’ we might 

predict with certainty the spiritual future of that man.  Were we able to know 

exactly what our most influential religious leaders think of God today, we might 

be able with some precision to foretell where the Church will stand tomorrow…It 

is not a cheerful thought that millions of us who live in a land of Bibles, who 

belong to churches and labor to promote the Christian religion, may yet pass our 

whole life on this earth without once having thought or tried to think seriously 

about the being of God.  Few of us have let our hearts gaze in wonder at the I 

AM, the self-existent self back of which no creature can think.  Such thoughts are 

too painful for us…For this we are now paying a too heavy price in the 

secularization of our religion and the decay of our inner lives.”

Can we really know God?  There are some say that we cannot.  For example, 

‘atheism’ says that there is no God to know. ‘Agnosticism’ says that even if there 

is a God, it is impossible to know Him because belief in something has to be 

scientifically verifiable.  “Deism” says there is a God, but He isn’t personal and 

there is no way that you can know Him in a personal sense.  Christian faith is 

based on the belief that God exists, is personal, can be known, and has revealed 

Himself in the person of His Son.  In His High Priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus 

prayed:

John 17:3—“And this is eternal life, that they know You the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”



Eternal life is knowing God personally through faith in Jesus Christ.  It is 

possessing the life of Christ in you!

Standing firm (v. 32b)

When crisis comes our way as God’s people, what will the result be of knowing 

God?  Verse 32 says that the people who know their God will stand firm when the 

prevailing winds of culture blow against them in their faith.  Instead of coming to 

pieces, they are held together in the midst of the storm.  They are able to survive 

and remain calm even in the toughest of circumstances, even:

• when tempted to compromise

• when ridiculed for conviction

Go through the Bible and see how this same theme comes up in the lives of 

God’s servants.  Those who knew God in a deeply personal way stood firm 

through the fiercest of droughts and storms.  This is the testimony of those men 

and women mentioned in Hebrews 11!

Taking action (v. 32c)

Notice how Daniel learns something else that will be true of those who know God 

and stand firm.  They will not remain passive, but will take action.  They will do 

great exploits in spite of being outgunned and outnumbered.  (illus. Daniel)

Do you know God in the personal sense?  Are you standing firm in your faith 

even though there is abundant pressure to compromise?  Has your faith led you 

to take action in some way, such as selfless service in the name of Jesus Christ?  

Let me tell you something, this is the only type of faith that will truly last in the 

days ahead.  It is the only type of faith that will stand the test of time and 

adversity.  It is the only type of faith that will not be ashamed on that day when 



you stand before the judgment seat of Christ.  Jesus said that there will be many 

who stand before Him one day who will say, “Lord, Lord!”  He will say to them, 

“Depart from Me, for I never knew you.”  I can’t think of anything more terrifying.

Why is all this important?  After all, these events in chapter 11 happened 2,200 

years ago.  What relevance does it all have for your life in 2021?  Listen to me 

when I say that a crisis is coming that will engulf the world.  It will mirror the crisis 

that Israel experienced in 168 BC, but it will be far worse in magnitude.  There is 

a coming Man of Sin who will one day exalt himself above every god.  Satan 

himself will be behind his agenda, and the world will be swept up in his 

deception.  The apostle Paul refers to him as the man of lawlessness in 2 

Thessalonians 2.  A spirit of lawlessness will precede his arrival onto the scene.  

Men and women, I believe that spirit is already at work in our today.  If you do not 

know God personally, you will not be able to stand firm and take action when the 

crisis rears its ugly head.  A fear I have for many today is that they possess a little 

bit of head knowledge about God, which will only serve as a greater 

condemnation when they stand before the Lord Jesus in all of His glory.  

Closing application:

• Knowing God involves personal, intimate relationship

• Standing firm involves refusal to compromise your faith

• Taking action involves risk that is willing to die for Christ

The people who know their God will stand firm and take action!  Aren’t you 

grateful for a Savior like Jesus?  He who knew no sin because sin for us, so that 

we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  As God in the flesh, the 

Lord Jesus stood firm and took action through His death in the sinner’s place.  By 



means of His resurrection life, He is ready to impart life to the one who comes to 

Him in faith.


