
“The Time of the End” (part 1)

Daniel 12:1-13

Twenty years ago, on May 15, 2001, an incident happened in Ohio that involved 

a runaway CSX freight train.  The identification number on the locomotive was 

#8888 which resulted in the incident becoming known as the ‘Crazy Eights 

Incident.’  Due to an operator error at a rail yard just outside of Toledo, the engine 

began rolling on its own with no engineer inside.  Before long, it was barreling 

down the track at 51 mph along with its 47 cars, some of which were loaded with 

hazardous chemicals.  As you can imagine, panic set in.  Not only was there the 

fear of a derailment in a populated area, but two of the tanker cars were filled 

with phenol, a toxic liquid that can cause severe problems if touched or inhaled.  

Derailers were put on the tracks in an unpopulated area to try and force the train 

off the tracks, but the runaway engine plowed right over them.  Officials tried 

shooting an emergency fuel cutoff switch, but it was no use.  Finally, a plan was 

devised where two engineers took another engine and drove it to a secondary 

track that was alongside the out-of-control train’s path.  After the train roared 

past, they pulled behind it and carefully accelerated until they were just behind 

the last car.  Easing ever closer, they heard the clack of their engine locking onto 

the last car.  They immediately applied the brakes until they were able to slow the 

train down enough where another engineer could jump into the front engine and 

shut it down.  I guess they all were glad that they didn’t come off the rails on the 

crazy train…

For a lot people, the world seems like one big a ride on a crazy train.  War and 

genocide, division, and the fear of an economic collapse.  Bigger government 

and the rise of cancel culture.  We wonder at times where the engineer is on this 

train that is barreling down the track.  Daniel comes along and shows us that the 



Chief Engineer is right where He has always been—in the place of sovereign 

control.  He is moving the train of human history down the track of time and will 

bring us into the station of His everlasting kingdom.

This morning, we come to the last chapter in Daniel, which is chapter 12.  The 

last three chapters are a prophetic vision of the future that is given to Daniel for 

the sake of God’s people.  The prophecy that is revealed in this section provides 

a detailed glimpse of the future from the time of Daniel all the way up to the end 

of the world when Jesus returns to establish His kingdom.  The setting for Daniel 

12 is the ‘time of the end,’ a phrase that is used several times in the final two 

chapters of the book.  Fascination with the end of the world has been a major 

money maker in the last few years.  From books to movies, television shows, and 

conspiracy theories on the internet.  It seems that every generation has its share 

of self-styled prophets who may or may not be right in their predictions and 

prognostications.  The next thing you know, you can’t find any toilet paper in Wal-

Mart.  

Now, I am not sure what comes into your mind when this subject of the end of the 

world comes up.  Perhaps you prefer to not think about it.  Maybe it seems so 

unrelated to the stack of stuff that stares you in the face every day.  You are fully 

aware of the fact that the world as we know it will end one day, but you’re 

confident that it won’t be tomorrow.  That’s probably where a lot of us are.  While 

it is certainly true that we must not be preoccupied with ‘end times’ in an 

unhealthy way, we do need to think about it in a biblical and realistic way.  Jesus 

would not have had so much to say on the subject of judgment and the end of 

the age were it not a future reality.  On one occasion, His disciples asked Him a 

question, the same question that many of us are curious about now—“What will 



be the sign of Your coming, and the end of the age?”  And interestingly enough, 

He directed the disciples to the prophecy of Daniel.

Upon reading the verses that make up this final chapter of Daniel, it seems 

obvious to the reader that the theme is the end of the age.  In fact, the Hebrew 

word ‘end’ is used 10 times in the last two chapters.  Daniel is being shown what 

will happen at the time of the end.  According to Daniel 12, it will be a time of 

future tribulation, final separation.  It will also be a time of divine preservation, as 

well as a time of personal consolation.

1—A time of TRIBULATION (12:1)

“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people.  

And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a 

nation till that time.  But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 

whose name shall be found written in the book.”

Most of us have somewhat of a basic understanding of the final period of history 

that is commonly referred to as the Tribulation period.  It is the final seven years 

of history that leads up to the return of Jesus Christ and the establishing of His 

millennial kingdom on earth.  Just why exactly is the tribulation described as 

being a period of seven years?  In answer to that question, we need to go back 

to what Daniel is told in 9:24-27, or the prophecy of the seventy weeks.  In verse 

27, the final prophetic week is the seventieth which is a seven year period of 

time.  Three and a half years into it, Antichrist will commit the ‘abomination of 

desolation’ which signals the half-way point.  That is followed up by a time of 

great tribulation for the nation of Israel. 

Israel’s defender



Verse 1 begins by saying, “A that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who 

has charge of your people.”  In what will be a time of unparalleled hardship, 

Daniel’s prophecy is intended to be a comforting promise.  The Antichrist will be a 

vicious persecutor of God’s people.  The nation of Israel will be surrounded and 

outnumbered by her enemies.  Yet she will not be without defense.  Michael the 

archangel will stand up in the last days to fight on Israel’s behalf.

“At That Time”—means during the time of the end; the mid point of the 

seventieth week; ‘Great Tribulation’ 

In the New Testament, the apostle John sees a sign that appeared in heaven that 

involved a woman clothed with the sun, the moon was under her feet, and on her 

head was a crown of twelve stars.  The woman is pregnant and about to give 

birth.  It is symbolic of Israel as God’s elect people through whom Messiah made 

His entrance into the world. 

The next thing John sees is a great red dragon described as having seven 

heads, ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems.  This symbolic 

language used to describe Satan reveals him to be the ancient serpent who is 

behind the empires that have dominated Israel throughout its history.  Seven 

heads upon which are seven diadems, all of which correspond with empires such 

as Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the revived 

Roman empire under Antichrist.  John saw how the dragon swept down a third of 

the stars with his tail and cast them to the earth.  This is descriptive of the angelic 

powers that are in league with Satan.   

John then sees how the dragon stands before the woman who was about to give 

birth, so that when her Child was born he might devour it.  That is largely the 

storyline of the Bible that flows out of Genesis 3:15.  What is written in Revelation 



12 is really a summation of Satan’s long war against God and his opposition of 

Israel’s Messiah.  The woman gave birth to a male Child, one who is to rule all 

the nations with a rod of iron.  The Child was caught up to God and to His throne.  

The symbolic language is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ who is Israel’s rightful 

King who has ascended to the Father’s right hand.  Revelation 12:6 says that ‘the 

woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in 

which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.’  That is the three and a half year 

period known as the Great Tribulation.  It is the time in which Antichrist will betray 

Israel, put an end to sacrifice and offering in the temple, and set himself up as 

the object of worship.  He will then unleash a wave of violence against the Jews 

that will parallel the persecution received at the hands of Antiochus Epiphanes.  I 

want you to pay close attention to what John goes on to say:

Revelation 12:7—“Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels 

fighting against the dragon.  And the dragon and his angels fought back…”  

So when Daniel is told about a future time when Michael the archangel stands up 

on behalf of God’s people, it is this spiritual conflict that is being referred to.  The 

ongoing war that rages between the forces of heaven and hell will reach its peak 

during the tribulation period.    

Israel’s distress

Sometime after Michael arises to do battle against the devil and his angels, 

notice that verse 1 goes on to say, “And there shall be a time of trouble, such as 

never has been since there was a nation till that time.”  Michael and the angels of 

heaven will fight against Satan, they will prevail over them, and Revelation 12:9 

says the dragon will be cast out of heaven.  The result will be an increased 

conflict on the earth because Satan will know that his time is short.  He will then 



be permitted to make his final move, which will involve the Antichrist and a wave 

of persecution that will be unleashed against Israel.  Other Old Testament 

prophets spoke of the same thing.  For instance:

Jeremiah 30:7—“Alas!  That day is so great there is none like it; it is a time 

of distress for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out of it.”

Matthew 24:21—“For then there will be great tribulation such as has not 

been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be.”

Mark 13:19—“For in those days there will be such tribulation as has not 

been from the beginning of the creation that God created until now, and 

never will be.”

Someone might ask, “Why is such a time of tribulation even necessary?”  After 

all, the Bible says that God is love.  His grace abounds to sinners.  While that is 

most certainly true, it is equally true that God is holy and just.  The judgment of 

God is just as true as the love of God.  The tribulation is a time in which God will 

bring to an end the fallen kingdoms of man.  He will judge the world with perfect 

judgment and will usher in the kingdom of His Son.  In that way, those six 

purposes mentioned in Daniel 9:24 will all be fulfilled when the tribulation period 

is over and the kingdom belongs to Christ.  What are those purposes?  The 

seventy weeks are in order for God:   

• to finish the transgression

• to put an end to sin

• to atone for iniquity 

• to bring in everlasting righteousness



• to seal both vision and prophet

• to anoint a most holy place

Partially, this was accomplished in the first coming of Christ through His death 

and resurrection.  A fountain of salvation has been opened up for Gentiles.  

However, Israel rejected her Messiah.  The apostle Paul says in Romans 11:25 

that a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles 

has come in.  

Romans 11:26—“And in this way all Israel will be saved as it is written, ‘The 

Deliverer will come from Zion, He will banish ungodliness from Jacob.” 

And so in that way, the time of future Tribulation will serve a manifold purpose.  

For Israel’s sake, it will bring them to a moment of salvation.  For the unbelieving 

world, it will be a time of judgment and reckoning.  God’s wrath against the sinful 

rebellion of man is the theme of these chapters.  We encounter Jesus Christ who 

is poised to take back control of the earth.  As the only One who is worthy, John 

sees that He takes the scroll and begins to break its seven seals in order to unroll 

and reveal its contents.  By the time that the seventh seal is broken, the final 

period of indignation is put in motion.  The seventh seal gives way to seven 

trumpet judgments, and the seventh trumpet gives way to seven bowl judgments.  

Each seal, trumpet, and bowl inflicts one disaster after another with greater 

intensity until it is all said and done.

In the sixth chapter of Revelation, the first four seals are broken to reveal the 

events that will initiate the final years on earth known as the Tribulation period.  

As the seals are opened, a horseman goes out to ride and it represents the 

sovereign activity of God to accomplish His purposes.  When the first seal is 

broken, a rider on a white horse goes forth conquering and to conquer.  He has a 



crown on his head, a bow in his hand, but no arrows.  The idea is that he 

represents a false savior and a false sense of peace.  This is perhaps a symbolic 

image of how the Antichrist will come to power as a man with answers.  When 

the second seal is broken, a rider on a red horse is seen with a sword in his hand 

and peace is taken from the earth.  People rise up against their fellow man, 

resulting in murder and mayhem.  Nations rise up against nations, and it leads to 

lawlessness and political chaos.  When the third seal is broken, a rider on a black 

horse has a pair of scales in his hand.  The cost of a quart of wheat is a denarius, 

but the oil and wine is unharmed.  In other words, there will be widespread 

economic disparities.  Due to rising inflation and collapsing financial markets, the 

cost of food will skyrocket.  When the fourth seal is broken, a rider on a pale 

horse is named Death, and all of hell follows with him.  The two are in tandem 

because death kills the body while hell swallows up the soul.  A quarter of the 

earth’s population dies by the sword, famine, pestilence, and various plagues.  

David Jeremiah—“Satan and the Antichrist would like nothing better than to 

have a worldwide plague under way at the beginning of the Tribulation to further 

their argument for a one-world government led by a seemingly benevolent, 

peace-loving dictator.”

And all of this is just the beginning of birth pains.  The other seals are broken and 

John sees martyrs who had been put to death for their faith, global cataclysms 

involving eruption and earthquakes, etc.  The last half of the tribulation will be a 

time of great distress on earth like never before.

Matthew 24:22—“And if those days had not been cut short, no human 

being would be saved.  But for the sake of the elect, those days will be cut 

short.”



Israel’s deliverance

The tribulation will be a time unlike any in history, a time of distress for Israel.  But 

notice Daniel is also told in verse 1, “But at that time your people shall be 

delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.”

“Delivered”—words means to be rescued; to slip away

Deuteronomy 4:30-31—“When you are in tribulation, and all these things 

come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the Lord your God and 

obey His voice.  For the Lord your God is a merciful God.  He will not leave 

you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that He swore 

to them.”

The distress of that time will be unlike any other, and it will be used of God to 

bring Israel to repentance and faith in Christ.  He will not forget the promises He 

made, but will preserve a remnant.  Revelation 7 refers to 12,000 from every tribe 

of Israel who are ‘sealed’ by God.  The seal identifies them as God’s own 

possession, thereby shielding and protecting them from wrath.  Consider how:

• God sealed Noah and his family within the ark to protect them from the 

judgment of the flood (Gen. 6-8)

• God delivered Lot and his family out of Sodom before His judgment engulfed 

the city (Gen. 19)

• God passed over the firstborn of Israel sealed by the blood of a lamb applied 

to their doorposts (Ex. 12)

• God saved Rahab and her family from the destruction of Jericho through the 

seal of a scarlet cord (Josh. 2)



• God preserved 7,000 in Israel during the days of Elijah who had not bowed to 

Baal (1 Kings 19)

Notice at the end of the verse how Daniel is told the same thing—“Your people 

shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book.”  

The book being referenced there is the book of life.  It is only those whose names 

are written in the book of life who escape the future judgment.  That is true for the 

remnant of Israel then, and it is true now for every man, woman, boy, and girl.  

And in the final analysis, that is the only distinction that really matters.

2—A time of SEPARATION (12:2-3)

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  And those who 

are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn 

many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

Daniel learns that the time of the end will involve a great tribulation in which the 

people of God will be persecuted by the Antichrist.  However, those whose 

names are found in the book will be delivered.  And not only will the end be a 

time of tribulation, but it will also be a time of separation.  A clear distinction is 

made in verse 2.  Just as time is moving toward an ultimate end, so also is 

humanity.  Everyone is headed somewhere.  The only question that remains is 

this one, “Where exactly are you headed?”

The world likes to divide people into categories.  Whether it be along racial and 

ethic lines, or whether it be according to economic status, or whether you are a 

conservative or a liberal.  The only separation that the Word of God makes is 

whether a person is saved or lost, whether a person is in Christ or in Adam, 

whether a person has eternal life or whether he is still dead in his sin.  Daniel 



sees how this line of distinction is clearly drawn.  At the time of the end, many 

who sleep in the dust of the earth—that is, those who have died and have 

experienced physical death—shall awake.  Some will awake to everlasting life, 

while some will awake to shame and everlasting contempt.

A misconception that some people have is that this truth of resurrection is only 

true to the New Testament and not to be found in the Old Testament.  While the 

full revelation of it isn’t seen until the resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is there in 

seed form.  It could not have been more clear to Daniel.  Other passages include:

Job 19:25-26—“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will 

stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in 

my flesh I shall see God.”

Isaiah 26:19—“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.  You who dwell 

in the dust, awake and sing for joy!”

Psalm 16:10-11—“For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your 

Holy One see corruption.  You make known to me the path of life; in Your 

presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forever 

more.”

Our contemporary culture and its secular worldview would have you believe that 

there is nothing beyond the grave, or that when your life ends on earth, the show 

is over.  A man or woman ceases to exist at that point.  However, that is not the 

truth of the Bible.  The Word of God emphatically says that the dead are still 

alive.  Everyone who dies is still alive somewhere, for death does not terminate 

human existence.  Yes, the body experiences physical death.  But a person is 

more than a body.  You've been created with a soul.  You are not a body with a 



soul—you are a soul with a body.  You will live on somewhere after you die.  

Death is a change in state, a change in place.  Why?

Ecclesiastes 12:5-7—“…because man is going to his eternal home, and the 

mourners go about the streets, before the silver cord is snapped, or the 

golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the 

wheel broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and 

the spirit returns to God who gave it.”     

The wages of sin is death.  The reason for physical death is because of the curse 

of sin.  Ezekiel 18:20 says the soul that sins shall die.  There is a time in the 

future, at the time of the end, where there will be a resurrection of both the 

righteous and the unrighteous.  And there are two entirely different destinies for 

the righteous and the unrighteous.  Those who die in Christ will be raised to 

endless life, but those who die in their sin will be raised to endless shame and 

contempt.

Romans 3:10—“There is none righteous, no, not one.”

Isaiah 64:6 says that the very best of my righteousness is like a filthy garment.  

All have sinned have come short of the glory of God.  That’s me, that’s you, that’s 

everybody.  How then can those who are under the curse of sin and sentenced to 

die be raised to eternal life?  Folks, this is the question that gets to the heart of 

the Bible.  Listen—it is only through Christ’s death on the cross that the penalty 

for my sin has been paid.  And by His own resurrection from the dead, He has 

conquered death for all who believe!

John 6:40—“For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on 

the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up 

on the last day.” 



That’s why the believer has no guilt in life and no fear in death!  For a believer, to 

be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  At the time of the end, 

when Christ comes, the dead in Christ will rise and receive a glorified 

resurrection body.  That body will be patterned after His own body.  For an 

unbeliever, to be absent from the body is to be in hell where you will await final 

sentencing.  The Bible says in Revelation 20 that at the end of the millennial 

reign of Christ, there will also be a future resurrection for the unrighteous.  This is 

the ‘second death.’

3—A time of INVESTIGATION (12:4)

“But you, Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book, until the time of the end.  

Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”

The time of the end will involve tribulation and separation.  Notice also how it will 

involve investigation.  After three straight chapters of prophecy coming to Daniel 

by way of the angelic messenger, he is now told to seal up the book until the time 

of the end.  The seal has more to do with the message being preserved more 

than it does being hidden.  The idea is that God is going to keep the message 

safe, it will not be lost in the sands of time, but will be even more clear to those 

who are discerning in the last days.

It is interesting that Daniel is told the many will run to and fro in the last days, and 

knowledge will increase.  The idea is that of humanity and its continuous search 

for truth while leaving God out of the equation.  How appropriate it speaks of our 

generation, with all kinds of knowledge literally at our fingertips, and yet we are 

no better for it.  We are none the wiser when it comes to truth, when it comes to 

loving God and loving our fellow man.  In his lost condition, man has exchanged 

the truth of God for a lie while running to and fro and looking for what only God 



can give.  If you do not find your rest and contentment in what God has provided, 

you will go looking for it somewhere.

How then should we live our lives in view of the time of the end?  As those who 

trust in Christ, we live with a hope that the world doesn’t possess.  When the 

Lord Jesus spoke to His disciples on the subject of His return, He always 

emphasized their need to remain watchful and ready.  He said:

Matthew 24:44—“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The disciples had asked Jesus questions involving future events and the end of 

the age.  He had just told them about the Tribulation and all that it would involve.  

And rather than giving them a date on the calendar, He told them to live in a state 

of readiness and warned them against a careless and cavalier attitude that was 

characteristic of Noah’s day.

Matthew 24:37-39—“For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 

the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”

Jesus said that the last days will be just like the days that were before the flood.  

When God looked upon the world He had made, He saw that the wickedness of 

man was great and that every intent of the thoughts of man’s heart was 

continually evil.  In other words, the depravity of man was on full display.  Against 

the dark backdrop of that day was Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and a man 

who found grace in the eyes of God.  For 120 years, he warned his generation of 

the coming disaster, but Noah’s prophetic warnings went unheeded.  Rather than 



turning away from their sin in repentance and turning to God in faith, they did not 

do a thing.  Men and women simply drifted along with the prevailing culture.  

Eating.  Drinking.  Marrying.  Having kids.  Going to work.  Going to the beach.  

They sort of just moved through life in a nonchalant, cavalier, heedless way.  The 

ignored the warnings.  And eventually, the last moment of opportunity passed 

them by and the rain began to fall.  It was too late because God had closed the 

door to the ark.  This is exactly the way it is with our generation.  Peter said:

2 Peter 3:3-6—“Knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last 

days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.  They will say, ‘Where 

is the promise of His coming?  For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 

things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.’  For 

they deliberately overlook this fact, that…the world that then existed was 

deluged with water and perished.” 

Peter is saying there that the time before Christ’s return will be like it was in 

Noah’s day.  The public grew bored of Noah’s preaching.  He was politically 

incorrect.  He kept on preaching what no one really wanted to hear.  They scoffed 

at it and sought out something more palatable.  However, they did so to their 

peril.

When it comes to prophecy, there are a lot of things we are not told.  But what 

God wants us to know, He has clearly told us in His Word.  The fact that there is 

a coming end of all things should get us motivated as God’s people.  It is not 

something that we should be afraid of, neither should we spend every waking 

moment of our lives speculating over the timing of it all.  Neither should we be 

afraid and retreat from the world.  Are you ready?


