
“A Baby In a Basket” 
Exodus 2:1-10


Turn with me in your Bibles this morning to the second chapter of Exodus.  Walter 
Chalmers Smith was a Scottish minister and hymn writer, and his most well known 
hymn is still widely popular.  It begins with these lyrics:


Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in Might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life Thou givest to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render, O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee. 

Just because God is invisible in no ways means that He lacks anything in His 
invincibility.  God may be silent, but He is always at work.  Someone has well said that 
God’s presence is not nearly as eloquent as His absence.  His voice is not as intriguing 
as His silence.  Who among us has not had the experience of longing for a word from 
God or a sense of His presence or a hint of His power so that our physical eyes could 
grasp all of that, only to find that His presence seems absent in the moment.  Yet later 
on we realized just how very present He was.  Invisible yes, uninterested—no!  He 



works in the warp and woof of every day life in the life of every person in every 
generation.  You and I live our lives under the careful, gracious, and loving sovereign 
hand of God.  And even though He is invisible, the movements of time and history are 
precisely according to His reckoning.  He is working out the details of His own 
purposes, each and every day, each and every hour. 


Francis Schaeffer—“He is there, and He is not silent.”    


That includes each step in the journey of your life.  We call this the invisible providence 
of God.  It is one of the most comforting doctrines in all of Scripture.  The providence 
of God is His active and sovereign oversight in human history working through and 
arranging the circumstances of life to accomplish His purposes.  The word ‘providence’ 
comes from a Latin word ‘provideo’—the word ‘pro’ which means before, and ‘video’ 
which means to see.  ‘Provideo’ means to see beforehand.  Thus, providence is God 
seeing ahead of time the events of life, arranging those events in order to work out the 
intricate details of His divine plan.  


Exodus 2 shows us how God moves in history.  It reminds us of how there is a divine 
purpose behind human events.  Things happen, but nothing ever just happens.  From 
the fall of the tiniest raindrop to the fall of the mightiest empire, all is under the 
providential control of God.  After four long centuries in Egypt that now involved slavery 
for the nation of Israel, the opening verses of chapter 2 narrow our focus in on a single 
family.  God in His providence arranges the circumstances of the birth of a baby.  That 
is a theme that often repeats itself in the story of the Bible.  For example, in Genesis 3, 
Eve learns that her salvation will come from a baby who would one day be born.  Later 
on, Abraham and Sarah are privileged parents of a remarkable baby born to them in 
their old age.  Judges 13 tell us how the angel of the Lord appears to Manoah whose 
wife was barren, and gives him the news that they would soon conceive a child, and 
that child was Samson.  Then what about 1 Samuel 1 and the miraculous birth of 
Samuel in response to Hannah praying?  Over and over again in the Bible we read of 
how the birth of a baby is often the answer to some pressing problem in the life of 
God’s people, culminating of course in the prophetic hope of the Old Testament:




Isaiah 9:6—“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the 

government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”   


Every baby is a vote for the future.  It’s a way of saying, “We believe God’s promises.”  
Paul says in 1 Timothy 2 that Eve was deceived and became a transgressor, yet she 
will be saved through bearing children.  Psalm 127:3 says, “Behold, children are a 
heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.”  Exodus 2 tells us of yet 
another baby who is born.  It is the story of the birth of Moses, and the Bible mentions 
his birth in three different places—Exodus 2, Acts 7, and Hebrews 11.  The salvation of 
the entire Israelite nation is connected to his birth.   


1—The SITUATION of his birth (1:22-2:2) 

“Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every son that is born to the Hebrews you 
shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.’  Now a man from the 
house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman.  The woman conceived and 
bore a son, and when she saw that he as a fine child, she hid him three months.” 

The world into which baby Moses was born was cruel and cold.  F.B. Meyer described 
the many difficulties faced by Moses and said, “He was born to an alien race in a 
foreign land where they were oppressed and enslaved, born at a time of unusual 
trouble, but he was the child of believing parents.”  From a human point of view, he 
was born at the worst possible time.  The circumstances surrounding his birth are 
recorded in chapter 1.  


A decree that is given


The Israelites had come under a heavy yoke of oppression.  In verse 8 it says that 
another king had come to power in Egypt and as a result, they are now an enslaved 
people.  The new Pharaoh convinced his nation that the Israelites were an existential 
threat to their Egyptian way of life.  And so he subjugates them and forces them into 
slavery.  Verse 12 says, “But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied 
and the more they spread abroad.”  Turning to Plan-B, things go from bad to worse 



when Pharaoh has the Hebrew midwives to kill any baby boys who were born to 
Hebrew women.  Thankfully, the midwives fear God and refuse to obey the king.  Verse 
20 says, “So God dealt well with the midwives.  And the people multiplied and grew 
very strong.”  When Plan-B doesn’t work, he launches an all out assault on the 
Hebrews.  Pharaoh’s last resort is to issue an official decree that all sons born to the 
Hebrews were to be cast into the Nile river.  Verse 22 says, “Then Pharaoh commanded 
all his people, ‘Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but 
you shall let every daughter live.”  That was the situation.    


A decision that is made


In the midst of those difficult times, under such spiritually dark circumstances, verse 1 
says a man from the house of Levi took as his wife Levite woman.  We later will 
discover that his name is Amram while her name is Jochebed.  We will find them 
mentioned by name in Exodus 6.  His name means ‘exalted people’ while her name 
means ‘the honor of Jehovah.’  Based on the meaning of their names, we can gather 
that they come from a family that believed the promises of God.  They must have had 
believing parents who gave them names that would remind them of the God of Israel 
and the special promise which He had in mind for the descendants of Abraham.  


The two of them are married and have children.  Moses is not the firstborn, for they had 
two other children besides Moses.  Aaron was three years older than Moses, and they 
had a daughter Miriam who was the oldest.  Jochebed will conceive a third time and 
give birth to a son, which means the moment that he was born, baby Moses was under 
a death sentence.  Rather than submitting to the decree of a tyrant, this godly Levite 
couple hid their infant son for three months.  They understood the darkness of their 
times and were well aware of the demand made by the Pharaoh, but because they 
believed God, they were willing to defy that decree and do everything in their power to 
save their baby.


Now, let me stop and make some application here for just a minute.  It was a 
dangerous time for babies in the world of Exodus 2.  It’s dangerous to be a child in 
today’s world.  For one thing, children may get killed in the womb before they are born.  



But even if they make it out alive, there are people out there who want to introduce 
them to dangerous ideologies.  What else can we say about leaders who want to 
ensure that children have access to blocking hormones and gender reassignment 
surgery?


Rebecca L. Christophi—“There is a war going on in this country.  It’s not a war on 
covid.  It’s not a war on border security or concern with foreign affairs.  It’s the most 
important war there is…our children.  The prize is their hearts and minds.  The cost if 
we lose is incalculable.”


Parents, if you love your children, then fight for them like Amram and Jochebed!  The 
devil has set his sights on our children, he has Hollywood, the Media, and much of the 
educational system on his team.  Make no mistake.  Your kids are Ground Zero in a 
spiritual battle.  Children face dangers today that you never dreamed about years ago 
when you growing up.  But as challenging as our time is, Amram and Jochebed faced 
greater danger.  They knew that Pharaoh’s government wanted their infant son dead.  
They knew the danger, so they hide him for three months in defiance to the king’s edict.


Hebrews 11:23—“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 

months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they 

were not afraid of the king’s edict.”


By faith they hid their infant son for three months, and they were not afraid of the king’s 
edict.  They feared God more than the king of Egypt.  It must have been no easy task 
to hide a baby for three months.  There were times when his little infant cries would 
alert the neighborhood.  I mean just imagine the fear and tension that his little cries 
must have provoked in their hearts.  With each passing day, there was the possibility of 
alerting the suspicion of an Egyptian official.  But they did it by faith, out of a deep 
confidence in the promise of God.  Every baby is a vote for the future.  It’s a way of 
saying, “We believe God’s promises.”  There is a sense in which every Christian mom 
and dad must do what little Moses’ parents did—commit our children to the Lord and 
safeguard their spiritual wellbeing. 




2—The DEDICATION of his mother (2:3-4) 

“When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and 
daubed it with bitumen and pitch.  She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
by the river bank.  And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to 
him.” 

The situation surrounding his birth was less than ideal, but that is why we should pay 
close attention to the dedication of his mother.  The text mentions Moses’ father only 
once, and Hebrews 11:23 indicates that he participated in their decision to hide the 
baby in faith.  However, notice that it is Jochebed who plays the major role in nurturing, 
caring, and providing for her infant son.  Notice first her:    


Trusting heart


Verse 2 says, “When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months.”  That 
shouldn’t be a surprise to us because most parents I know think their baby is the most 
beautiful baby in the world.  But I believe that there is a bit more to it than that in the 
case of little Moses, especially when you consider the meaning of that word ‘fine.’  


“Fine”—beautiful; Hebrew word is ‘tov’ meaning good 


It is the same word used multiple times in the first chapter of Genesis to describe 
creation.  God saw all that He had made and it was very ‘tov’ or good.  It implies a 
sense of divine and goodly purpose as that which comes from the creative hand of 
God.  Used in this to refer to Jochebed’s infant son, it would seem that there is 
something special about him.  The writer of Hebrews mentions this:


Hebrews 11:23—“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 

months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they 

were not afraid of the king’s edict.”      

The NIV translates it this way, “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after 
he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child.”  It very well could be that 
God had impressed the significance of Moses’ life upon the heart of his mother.  



Perhaps God revealed to her in the depths of her soul that this tiny infant somehow 
had a very special destiny.  Now, she obviously didn’t know any of the details, nor did 
she understand the full extent to which he would one day be used of God.  But it is 
abundantly clear that Jochebed was a woman of faith in the God of Israel, one who 
had a trusting heart.  And then notice something else that was true of her:


Tender hands


Notice how the hands of this woman of faith went to work.  She believed God, but she 
was not content to sit by and wait for Pharaoh’s soldiers to come by and take her little 
boy.  Jochebed was a woman of faith who had a plan.  In fact, it was a very creative 
and well thought out plan.  The time came when a baby’s cries could no longer be kept 
in secret, so with tender and resourceful hands she goes to work.  Verse 3 says, “She 
took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch.”  


The ‘bulrushes’ referred to there are abundant in the area of the Nile River Delta.  
You’ve seen picture of the reeds growing up along the lush river banks.  They were 
known as ‘papyrus’ plants.  The Egyptians would use the plants in a variety of ways, 
not the least of which involved laying the strips vertically and horizontally on top of the 
other, or then mashing them into a mold so that when they were dry they could be used 
to write upon.  Our English word ‘paper’ is a derivative of the word ‘papyri.’  Moses’ 
mother takes those bulrushes, she forms them into a little papyrus basket, and then 
covers it with tar and pitch so it is waterproof.  The word translated as ‘basket’ there is 
very significant.


“Basket”—the Hebrew word is ‘tebah’ 


That word occurs only one other place in the entire Bible, and it is found in Genesis 6 
where God tells Noah to make an ‘ark’ for he and his family.  So Jochebed makes a 
little ark for her son, and just as God used an ark to save Noah and his family and the 
human race, so He would use a tiny little ark to save Moses.


Jochebed is a tremendous illustration of what it means to be resourceful while casting 
your hope upon the mercy of God.  We are to trust God in the decisions of life and be 



prayerfully dependent.  Yet at the same time, we must be proactively diligent.  Faith 
does not mean that we sit back on our haunches and remaining inactive.  Faith is 
active.  Faith takes risks.  James says that faith without works is dead and useless.  
Real faith manifests itself in obedient action.  It isn’t lazy or full of excuses.  


Chuck Swindoll—“To walk by faith does not mean you stop thinking.  To trust God 
does not imply becoming slovenly or lazy or apathetic.  What a distortion of biblical 
faith!  You and I need to trust God for our finances, but that is no license to spend 
foolishly.  You and I ought to trust God for safety in the car, but we’re not wise to pass 
on a blind curve.  We trust God for our health, but that doesn’t mean we can chain 
smoke, stay up half the night, and live on junk food without consequences.  Acting 
foolishly or thoughtlessly, expecting God to bail you out if things go amiss, isn’t faith at 
all.  It is presumption.”  


Jochebed does not act upon presumption, but upon faith in the God of Israel.  She has 
a trusting heart and tender hands.  Notice one more thing she has:


Tenacious hope


Look at verse 3, “She put the child in the little basket and placed it among the reeds by 
the river bank.”  Once more do we see her tender hands at work, carefully placing the 
baby in the basket and carefully placing the basket among the reeds.  Verse 4 says that 
the tiny infant’s older sister stood at a distance so as to know what would be done to 
her baby brother.  I’m convinced that Jochebed put Miriam there to see what would 
happen.  I’m convinced of the fact that she expected God to deliver her infant in a 
miraculous way.  She was giving him up, but she did not expect him to die.    


Let me tell you, thank God for the tender hands, tenacious hope, and trusting heart of a 
godly mother!  Who knows just how many people will be in heaven one day because of 
the faithful witness of a godly mother who made it her intention to pass along her faith 
to her children.  If you are a parent, you have a great responsibility to your children.  
There are more important things in life than grades, batting averages, and college 
applications.  You need to pass the faith along to your children.  Plant the Word of God 



in their minds and trust that the Holy Spirit will implant it in their hearts.  Our children 
are a great gift from God, and parents have a solemn privilege and responsibility to 
raise them in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  


3—The PRESERVATION of his life (2:5-10) 

“Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young river 
walked beside the river.  She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant 
woman, and she took it.  When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby 
was crying.  She took pity on him and said, ‘This is one of the Hebrews’ children.’  Then 
his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew 
women to the nurse the child for you?’  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Go.’  So 
the girl went and called the child’s mother.  And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take 
this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.’  So the woman 
took the child and nursed him.  When the child grew older, she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.  She named him Moses, ‘Because,’ she 
said, ‘I drew him out of the water.” 

The baby is placed into a basket, and the basket is then set upon the Nile.  What a 
fearful thing for any mother to have to experience!  Yet God was at work in that baby’s 
basket.  At that one moment in history, God’s entire plan for triumphing over evil was 
riding down the Nile River in a little papyrus basket.  Conventional wisdom says a baby 
in a basket of reeds is in danger.  However, that baby could not have been any more 
safe if he was cruising down the Nile in the USS Fitzgerald.  The invisible, providential 
hand of God was guiding that little basket right to the place where He wanted it to be!  
Notice what happens.


When Pharaoh’s daughter came to take a bath, she saw the basket floating among the 
bulrushes near the bank of the river.  Her servants bring the basket to her.  When she 
opens it, the baby is crying.  She immediately recognizes it as one of the Hebrews’ 
children.  And in one of the divine twists that fill the Bible, Moses’ own sister Miriam 
who had been watching from a distance came and volunteered to find a Hebrew 
mother to nurse the child.




So it turned out that Pharaoh’s daughter ended up paying Moses’ mother to nurse her 
own baby!  Jochebed gets her infant son back.  Even though she gave him up to God 
in faith, she gets the very thing that she wanted, and even better, God sees that she is 
paid for doing what she most wanted to do.  It is almost as if she had said “Not my will, 
but Yours be done, Lord.  Here, I commit my child to Your hands.”  God gave him right 
back to her and then some.


A.W. Tozer—“Everything in life which we commit to God is really safe.  And everything 
which we refuse to commit to Him is never safe.” 


I have never lost anything that I have given to God.  That is true whether it be money, 
time, concerns, or our children.  The more we hold on to things with an ironclad and 
selfish grip, the greater the likelihood of loss.  But when you have dedicated something 
to God, whether it be your job or your house or something much more precious like 
your children, you never really lose it.  You’ve committed it to His safekeeping.  God 
could take better care of Moses much better than Amram and Jochebed ever could on 
their own.  The invisible hand of divine providence is at work in every detail of the story.  
The God of providence was working all things together for the good of His people to 
whom He had made a promise.


Think about the ‘what ifs’ in this story.  What if the soldiers found the baby?  What if the 
wrong person came along?  What if Pharaoh’s daughter came a day early or an hour 
later?  What if she didn’t notice the baby?  What if she felt no pity?  What if she didn’t 
agree to Miriam’s request?  What if she wanted the baby right then?  We can come up 
with a dozen more ‘what if’ scenarios, but the fact of the matter is that there are no 
what ifs with God.  Every detail was under God’s control:


• The Pharaoh’s decree.


• The baby’s beauty.


• The mother’s plan.


• The placing of the basket.




• The river’s current.


• The baby’s cry.


• The daughter’s compassion.


• The sister’s suggestion.


• The mother’s agreement.


The time would come when Jochebed would have to give her son up again, but not 
before she had the time to make an investment in his little life.  Verse 10 says, “When 
the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son.  
She named him Moses, ‘Because,’ she said, ‘I drew him out of the water.”  That is what 
the name ‘Moses’ means.  One who is drawn out.  It is a prophetic name, a picture of 
what this infant was born to do—to be used as an instrument of God to draw His 
people out of their bondage in Egypt.


All of it woven together by the Lord.  Nothing by chance, nothing was coincidence, all 
was by providence.  It was the outworking of the principle stated in:


Romans 8:28—“And we know that for those who love God all things work 

together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.”


The birth of Moses is a great example of that, showing the work of God down to the 
last detail.  It would be more than a thousand years later that Stephen, when he 
recounted the story of salvation before the Sanhedrin, would say:


Acts 7:17-22—“As the time drew near for God to fulfill His promise to Abraham, 

the number of our people in Egypt greatly increased.  Then another king who 

knew nothing about Joseph became ruler of Egypt.  He dealt treacherously with 

our people and oppressed our fore fathers by forcing them to throw out their 

newborn babies so that they would die.  At that time Moses was born, and he was 

no ordinary child.  For three months he was cared for in his father’s house.  When 

he was placed outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took him and brought him up as her 



own son.  Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was 

powerful in speech and action.” 

John Durham—“Moses is spared by being cast onto the very Nile that was to drown 
him, is treated with maternal kindness by the daughter of the very king who had 
condemned him and to whose descendants he would be a nemesis, and is assigned as 
a responsibility with pay to the one woman in all the world who most wanted the best 
for him, his own mother.  Who else but God could accomplish such a great salvation?”  


Now, before I finish up, what decision does this text call us to make?  I find three 
important take-aways:  


• In dark days when our faith is not held by the majority culture around us, we must 
live out our faith no matter the consequences.


• The salvation of the next generation is tied up with the birth of a baby, therefore we 
must be pro-life.


• We must trust God’s invisible providence to arrange the circumstances of life and 
achieve His own purposes.


Pharaoh left the God of the Hebrews out of his reckoning; that was his big mistake, 
and it can be ours too.  There is something very basic in us that needs life to be logical 
and is restless when we cannot see adversity fulfilling some purpose.  Our faith needs 
to be mature if it is to survive the days of darkness that will inevitably come upon us.  
What we need is a trusting, expectant, and patient faith.


Immortal, invisible, God only wise!  Are you trusting in His hidden providence, working 
out the details of your own life?  What do you need to commit to Him this morning?  
This baby in a basket points us to a Baby in a manger in a little town called Bethlehem, 
born to take away the sins of the world.  We live in a time where many claim to have all 
the answers.  They beckon us to put our faith in them, for they are the ‘savior’ we need 
to put our confidence in.  In a world of imposters, Jesus Christ is the Savior we need 
and He alone is Lord.


